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This book examines one of the most intriguing figures in the religious life of the
ancient Mediterranean world, the Phrygian Mother Goddess, known to the
Greeks and Romans as Cybele or Magna Mater, the Great Mother. Her cult was
particularly prominent in central Anatolia (modern Turkey), and spread from
there through the Greek and Roman world. She was an enormously popular
figure, attracting devotion from common people and potentates alike. This book
is the first comprehensive assembly and discussion of the entire extant evidence
concerning the worship of the Phrygian Mother Goddess, from her earliest
appearance in the prehistoric record to the early centuries of the Roman Empire.

Lynn E. Roller presents and analyzes literary, historiographic, and archaeological
data with equal acuity and flair. While previous studies have tended to emphasize
the more outrageous aspects of the Mother Goddess's cult, such as her orgiastic
rituals and the eunuch priests who attended her, this book places a special focus
on Cybele's position in Anatolia and the ways in which the identity of the
goddess changed as her cult was transmitted to Greece and Rome. Roller gives a
detailed account of the growth, spread, and evolution of her cult, her ceremonies,
and her meaning for her adherents.

This book will introduce students of Classical antiquity to many aspects of the
Great Mother which have been previously unexamined, and will interest anyone
who has ever been piqued by curiosity about the Mother Goddess of the ancient
Western world.
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world, the Phrygian Mother Goddess, known to the Greeks and Romans as Cybele or Magna Mater, the
Great Mother. Her cult was particularly prominent in central Anatolia (modern Turkey), and spread from
there through the Greek and Roman world. She was an enormously popular figure, attracting devotion from
common people and potentates alike. This book is the first comprehensive assembly and discussion of the
entire extant evidence concerning the worship of the Phrygian Mother Goddess, from her earliest appearance
in the prehistoric record to the early centuries of the Roman Empire.

Lynn E. Roller presents and analyzes literary, historiographic, and archaeological data with equal acuity and
flair. While previous studies have tended to emphasize the more outrageous aspects of the Mother Goddess's
cult, such as her orgiastic rituals and the eunuch priests who attended her, this book places a special focus on
Cybele's position in Anatolia and the ways in which the identity of the goddess changed as her cult was
transmitted to Greece and Rome. Roller gives a detailed account of the growth, spread, and evolution of her
cult, her ceremonies, and her meaning for her adherents.

This book will introduce students of Classical antiquity to many aspects of the Great Mother which have
been previously unexamined, and will interest anyone who has ever been piqued by curiosity about the
Mother Goddess of the ancient Western world.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Roller's exceptionally fine book offers a different kind of narrative, one that is focused on the genealogy of
a single deity. Her book is a carefully researched, well-organized, lucid, and astute 'biography' of the
Phrygian Mother Goddess, better known as Cybele. . . . Roller has produced a textured and nuanced
genealogy of ancient Cybele that should be essential reading for anyone interested in the intricate 'biography'
of this deity."--Lauren E. Talalay, American Journal of Archaeology

About the Author

Lynn E. Roller is Professor of Classics at the University of California, Davis. She is author of The
Nonverbal Graffiti, Dipinti, and Stamps, Gordion Special Studies 1 (1987).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Glenda Rizzo:

The book In Search of God the Mother: The Cult of Anatolian Cybele make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book In Search of
God the Mother: The Cult of Anatolian Cybele being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything
if you like wide open and read a publication In Search of God the Mother: The Cult of Anatolian Cybele.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do
you think about this guide?

Georgette Tang:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you actually is you
don't know what one you should start with. This In Search of God the Mother: The Cult of Anatolian Cybele
is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Duane Zook:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which



one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take In Search of God the Mother: The Cult of Anatolian Cybele as the
daily resource information.

Jaime Friend:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find publication
that need more time to be go through. In Search of God the Mother: The Cult of Anatolian Cybele can be
your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.
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