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A major classic of 1930s literature, Antal Szerb's Journey by Moonlight (Utas
és Holdvilág) is the fantastically moving and darkly funny story of a
bourgeois businessman torn between duty and desire.

'On the train, everything seemed fine. The trouble began in Venice ...'

Mihály has dreamt of Italy all his life. When he finally travels there, on his
honeymoon with Erszi, he soon abandon his new wife in order to find himself,
haunted by old friends from his turbulent teenage days: beautiful, kind Tamas,
brash and wicked Janos, and the sexless yet unforgettable Eva. Journeying from
Venice to Ravenna, Florence and Rome, Mihály loses himself in Venetian back
alleys and in the Tuscan and Umbrian countryside, driven by an irresistible desire
to resurrect his lost youth among Hungary's Bright Young Things, and knowing
that he must soon decide whether to return to the ambiguous promise of a placid
adult life, or allow himself to be seduced into a life of scandalous adventure.

Journey by Moonlight (Utas és Holdvilág) is an undoubted masterpiece of
Modernist literature, a darkly comic novel cut through by sex and death, which
traces the effects of a socially and sexually claustrophobic world on the life of
one man.

Translated from the Hungarian by the renowned and award-winning Len Rix,
Antal Szerb's Journey by Moonlight (first published as Utas és Holdvilág in
Hungary in 1937) is the consummate European novel of the inter-war period.
Published by Pushkin Press for the first time in a cloth-bound hardback edition,
beautifully designed by Nathan Burton.

'A writer of immense subtlety and generosity . . . Can literary mastery be this
quiet-seeming, this hilarious, this kind? Antal Szerb is one of the great European
writers' Ali Smith
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'A novel to love as well as admire, always playful and ironical, full of brilliant
descriptions, bon mots and absurd situations ... it's a book utterly in love with life'
Kevin Crossley-Holland, Guardian Books of the Year

'Just divine … the kind of book that makes you imagine the author has had
private access to your own soul.' Nicholas Lezard, Guardian

'This radiantly funny and intelligent novel ... shows its author to be one of the
masters of twentieth-century fiction. Len Rix's loving translation of a book that
might have remained lost to us deserves special praise' Paul Bailey, TLS
International Books of the Year

'A burning book, a major book' Georges Szirtes, TLS

Antal Szerb (1901-1945) was a writer, scholar, critic and translator born to
Jewish parents but baptized Catholic. Multilingual, he lived in Hungary, France,
Italy and England, and after graduating in German and English he rapidly
established himself as a prolific scholar, publishing books on drama and poetry,
studies of Ibsen and Blake, and histories of English and Hungarian literature.

At the age of 39, Szerb wrote an authoritative History of World Literature. He
wrote his first novel, The Pendragon Legend, in 1934, followed by Journey by
Moonlight in 1937 and The Queen's Necklace in 1943. These, and a collection of
his short stories, Love in a Bottle, are also published in English by Pushkin Press.
Szerb was killed in a concentration camp in January 1945.
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Editorial Review

Review

'A writer of immense subtlety and generosity . . . Can literary mastery be this quiet-seeming, this hilarious,
this kind? Antal Szerb is one of the great European writers' Ali Smith

'A novel to love as well as admire, always playful and ironical, full of brilliant descriptions, bon mots and
absurd situations ... it's a book utterly in love with life' Kevin Crossley-Holland, Guardian Books of the Year

'Just divine … the kind of book that makes you imagine the author has had private access to your own soul.'
Nicholas Lezard, Guardian

'This radiantly funny and intelligent novel ... shows its author to be one of the masters of twentieth-century
fiction. Len Rix's loving translation of a book that might have remained lost to us deserves special praise'
Paul Bailey, TLS International Books of the Year

'A burning book, a major book' Georges Szirtes, TLS

About the Author

Antal Szerb (1901-1945) was a writer, scholar, critic and translator born to Jewish parents but baptized
Catholic. Multilingual, he lived in Hungary, France, Italy and England, and after graduating in German and
English he rapidly established himself as a prolific scholar, publishing books on drama and poetry, studies of
Ibsen and Blake, and histories of English and Hungarian literature.

At the age of 39, Szerb wrote an authoritative History of World Literature. He wrote his first novel, The
Pendragon Legend, in 1934, followed by Journey by Moonlight in 1937 and The Queen's Necklace in 1943.
These, and a collection of his short stories, Love in a Bottle, are also published in English by Pushkin Press.
Szerb was killed in a concentration camp in January 1945.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Beck:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take



a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Journey
by Moonlight? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Aaron Blue:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Journey by Moonlight why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside
or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you
to pick up this book.

Duane Zook:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
your account is Journey by Moonlight this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this
world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer
make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book.
Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

William Leone:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
Journey by Moonlight. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it
might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware
about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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