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The Spook and his apprentice, Thomas Ward, rid the county of witches, ghosts,
boggarts, and other creatures of the dark. And there's some unfinished business to
attend to in Priestown. Deep in the catacombs lurks a creature the Spook has
never been able to defeat; a force so evil that the whole county is in danger. The
Bane!

But the Bane is not their only enemy. The Quisitor arrives, intent on hunting
down anyone who meddles with the dark. Thomas Ward and the Spook must
prepare for the battle of their lives.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 5-7–In this second book in the series, Delaney chronicles the spine-tingling adventures of Thomas
Ward, seventh son of a seventh son, and the last remaining apprentice of monster hunter Mr. Gregory, aka
the Spook. The most dangerous monster of all, the Bane, has been imprisoned in the catacombs under
Priestown. He kills by squashing his victims completely flat, and he appears to be succeeding at controlling
the minds and actions of some of the town's inhabitants. He needs to be dealt with once and for all. Priestown
holds its own dangers for Thomas and the Spook, however, as their work makes them subject to being
declared witches and executed by the Quisitor. In the scary and dangerous events that follow, Thomas,
accompanied by his friend Alice, faces the most difficult choices of his life so far, and learns to trust himself
rather than simply follow his master's instructions. His first-person narration gives this truly spooky story an
immediacy and a sense of reality that heightens the tension and impending danger. While part of a series, the
story stands successfully on its own. Occasional eerily atmospheric woodcuts enhance the story's mood.–Sue
Giffard, Ethical Culture Fieldston School, New York City
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Gr. 6-9. When readers met Tom Ward in The Revenge of the Witch (2005), the first entry in the Last
Apprentice series, he was a callow lad, apprehensively apprenticed to the Spook, who routs the Dark from
the County. The malevolent forces that came into play last time seem almost mundane compared to the
challenges Tom and the Spook face now: a violent, deadly bane growing in strength and power to become
the embodiment of evil. Despite the blood and gore, this tale is more than a well-crafted horror story.
Delaney infuses his characters with depth and emotion, but equally important, he grows his world by
contributing significantly to the back story. Readers learn the reason the Spook has strong feelings about
women in general and witches in particular, and Tom discovers something unexpected about his mother and
her wisdom. Delaney also does an exceptional job of interweaving stories, with one plot point leading
insistently to the next; at the book's conclusion, readers can go over all Tom has learned by leafing through
his journal. Kids will breathlessly await Tom's next adventure. Ilene Cooper
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author

Joseph DELANEY is the author of the internationally best-selling The Last Apprentice series, which is now
a major motion picture, Seventh Son. He is a former English teacher who lives in the heart of boggart
territory in Lancashire, England. His village has a boggart called the Hall Knocker, which was laid to rest
under the step of a house near the church.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Luis Acosta:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Last Apprentice: Curse of the Bane (Book 2) will

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of
you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Jackie Sneller:

Why? Because this The Last Apprentice: Curse of the Bane (Book 2) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Juanita Bey:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That The Last Apprentice: Curse of the Bane (Book
2) can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Last
Apprentice: Curse of the Bane (Book 2).

Barry Altman:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the The
Last Apprentice: Curse of the Bane (Book 2) when you desired it?
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