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Build your VFX arsenal with quick-access, step-by-step instruction on how to
create today's hottest digital VFX shots. This essential toolkit provides
techniques for creating effects seen in movies such as 300, Spiderman 3, Predator
and others, with lessons on how-to:
* splatter blood or digitally lop someone's arm off
* create a scene with actors running from an explosion
* create the "twin effect" (same actor, same location, 2 performances)
* produce space-ship dog fights

Organized in a 'cookbook' style, this allows you to reference a certain effect in
the index and immediately access concise instructions to create that effect.

Techniques are demonstrated in each of the most popular software tools- After
Effects, Final Cut Studio, Photoshop, and Combustion are all covered. Brilliant,
4-color presentation provides inspiration and stimulating visual guidance to the
lessons presented, while the companion DVD contains project media files
enabling you to put concepts learned into immediate practice.
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Build your VFX arsenal with quick-access, step-by-step instruction on how to create today's hottest digital
VFX shots. This essential toolkit provides techniques for creating effects seen in movies such as 300,
Spiderman 3, Predator and others, with lessons on how-to:
* splatter blood or digitally lop someone's arm off
* create a scene with actors running from an explosion
* create the "twin effect" (same actor, same location, 2 performances)
* produce space-ship dog fights

Organized in a 'cookbook' style, this allows you to reference a certain effect in the index and immediately
access concise instructions to create that effect.

Techniques are demonstrated in each of the most popular software tools- After Effects, Final Cut Studio,
Photoshop, and Combustion are all covered. Brilliant, 4-color presentation provides inspiration and
stimulating visual guidance to the lessons presented, while the companion DVD contains project media files
enabling you to put concepts learned into immediate practice.
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Editorial Review

Review
The attributes that make Bill Byrne a terrific teacher - his industry experience and encyclopedic knowledge
of creating digital effects - also make his book an invaluable resource to filmmakers, editors, digital
designers and anyone interested in visual effects. In addition to his easy to follow step-by-step tutorials, he
provides readers with the relevant historical context and aesthetic background to assist in making sound
design choices. Byrne's enthusiasm infuses The VFX Arsenal with an energy that makes it fun to read. I am
sure this book will quickly establish itself as an essential tool in both academic and professional circles." 
-- Andrea Moore Paldy, co-author, Exploring Motion Graphics

From the Back Cover

"The attributes that make Bill Byrne a terrific teacher - his industry experience and encyclopedic knowledge
of creating digital effects - also make his book an invaluable resource to filmmakers, editors, digital
designers and anyone interested in visual effects. In addition to his easy to follow step-by-step tutorials, he
provides readers with the relevant historical context and aesthetic background to assist in making sound
design choices. Byrne's enthusiasm infuses The VFX Arsenal with an energy that makes it fun to read. I am
sure this book will quickly establish itself as an essential tool in both academic and professional circles. 

Andrea Moore Paldy, co-author, Exploring Motion Graphics●

Build your visual effects arsenal with quick-access, step-by-step instruction on how to create today's hottest
digital VFX. This essential toolkit provides techniques for creating effects seen in today's most popular
movies, with lessons on:

Splattering blood or digitally lopping someone's arm off●

Creating scenes with explosions, fire, and gunplay●

Producing space-ship dog fights●

Dozens of other essential techniques for adding eye-popping VFX to your project●

Techniques are demonstrated in each of the most popular software tools (After Effects CS4, Final Cut
Studio, Photoshop, Combustion), and the 4 color presentation both inspires and provides stimulating visual
guidance to the lessons presented. The companion DVD contains project files allowing you to pub concepts
learned into immediate practice.

 

Bill Byrne is a professional multimedia artist and editor for TV and film, with clients such as Electronic Arts,
NBC, Tiffany & Co., ABC Sports, ESPN, Panasonic, Snickers and RCA Records. He is also a Professor of
design and animation at The Art Institute of Austin, TX, as well as an Adobe Certified Expert in Photoshop
CS3.

About the Author
Bill Byrne is a multimedia digital artist whose work has been exhibited internationally. His visual and sound



art focuses on building surrealistic, organic worlds. He makes digital-photomontage-based prints, animated
installations and conceptual sound art podcasts. He performs experimental electronic music with a laptop,
Game boy and circuit bent toys with his wife Suzanne as The Painful Leg Injuries. They have recently
performed at Make magazine's Maker Faire in Austin. On November 14th 2007 he was the invited speaker at
Bloomfield College in New Jersey discussing his career as a fine artist and professional designer. Prints of
his digital photomontage were chosen to be in Arts and Science Collaborators Digital exhibitions in 2001,
2002, and 2004. His image The Flowering was published in the October 2005 issue of Wired magazine. His
article Wii Will Rock You was published in Make magazine's issue #14 (Spring 2008). As well as making
art, Bill is also a professional motion graphics designer and editor for television and film. He has worked
with clients such as Electronic Arts, NBC, Tiffany & Co., ABC Sports, ESPN, Panasonic, Snickers and RCA
Records. His film projects include the title sequence and special effects for the independent feature Red
Doors (winner, best narrative feature, Tribeca Film Festival 2005). He has also directed and animated the
video for "All About House Plants” for the DVD project, Addendum by the band One Ring Zero. Bill has
also been involved in education for a number of years. From 2004 to 2007 he was a professor of Digital
Filmmaking at the Katharine Gibbs School in New York. He is now the academic director of the Media Arts
and Animation, Visual Effects and Motion Graphics, Game Art and Design and Digital Filmmaking and
Video Production departments at The Art Institute of Austin. Bill is a graduate from New York's School of
Visual Arts Master of Fine Arts in Photography and Related Media. Bill is an Adobe Certified Expert in
Photoshop CS3. He lives with his wife, Suzanne in Austin, Texas.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Scott:

Often the book The Visual Effects Arsenal: VFX Solutions for the Independent Filmmaker has a lot info on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Rebecca Kurtz:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Visual Effects Arsenal: VFX Solutions for the
Independent Filmmaker, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Leif Gibbs:

The Visual Effects Arsenal: VFX Solutions for the Independent Filmmaker can be one of your nice books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing



The Visual Effects Arsenal: VFX Solutions for the Independent Filmmaker but doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of
it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Charlotte Lee:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the
top listing in your reading list will be The Visual Effects Arsenal: VFX Solutions for the Independent
Filmmaker. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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