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A number 1 bestseller in France and translated into over twenty-five languages,
Billie is one of the most beloved French novels to be published in recent years. A
brilliant evocation of contemporary Paris and a moving tale of friendship, Anna
Gavalda’s new novel tells the story of two young people, Billie and Franck, who,
as the story opens, are trapped in a gorge in the Cévennes Mountains. Billie
begins to tell stories from their lives in order to calm herself and Franck as
darkness encroaches. In alternating episodes, the novel moves between
recollections of the two characters’ childhoods and their dire predicament.
 
Franck’s life has been impacted by a childhood spent with a perennially
unemployed father who toyed with Christian extremism and a mother
aestheticized by antidepressants. A bright kid, Franck’s future was menaced at
every turn by the bigotry surrounding him. As for Billie, her abiding wish as an
adult is to avoid ever having to come into contact with her family again. To
escape from her abusive and alcohol-addled family, she was willing to do
anything and everything. The wounds have not entirely healed.
 
At the heart of Gavalda’s moving story lies a generosity of spirit that will take
readers’ breath away, and an unshakable belief in the power of art to lift the most
fragile among us to new vistas from which they can see futures full of hope, love,
and dignity. Billie is a beautifully crafted novel for readers of all ages and from
all walks of life that conveys a positive message about overcoming life’s trials
and tribulations.
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A number 1 bestseller in France and translated into over twenty-five languages, Billie is one of the most
beloved French novels to be published in recent years. A brilliant evocation of contemporary Paris and a
moving tale of friendship, Anna Gavalda’s new novel tells the story of two young people, Billie and Franck,
who, as the story opens, are trapped in a gorge in the Cévennes Mountains. Billie begins to tell stories from
their lives in order to calm herself and Franck as darkness encroaches. In alternating episodes, the novel
moves between recollections of the two characters’ childhoods and their dire predicament.
 
Franck’s life has been impacted by a childhood spent with a perennially unemployed father who toyed with
Christian extremism and a mother aestheticized by antidepressants. A bright kid, Franck’s future was
menaced at every turn by the bigotry surrounding him. As for Billie, her abiding wish as an adult is to avoid
ever having to come into contact with her family again. To escape from her abusive and alcohol-addled
family, she was willing to do anything and everything. The wounds have not entirely healed.
 
At the heart of Gavalda’s moving story lies a generosity of spirit that will take readers’ breath away, and an
unshakable belief in the power of art to lift the most fragile among us to new vistas from which they can see
futures full of hope, love, and dignity. Billie is a beautifully crafted novel for readers of all ages and from all
walks of life that conveys a positive message about overcoming life’s trials and tribulations.
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Editorial Review

Review
Praise for Billie

"Billie is a revelation! It's Gavalda's finest noel yet."
—France 2

“The work is a testament to Gavalda’s fine storytelling skills, which remain true even in the books’
translation into English.” - Minneapolis Star Tribune

"Gavalda's sparkling impertinence and her childlike joie de vie are irresistible."
—Marie Claire (France)

"A sensitive, delicate, funny, immensley readable story."
—Olivia de Lamberterie, France 2

"Gavalda's books have both wit and a whimsical charm."
—The Sunday Telegraph

"Gavalda has tapped into a mood that many people share."
—The Independent

"Anna Gavalda's novels make her a distant cousin of Dorothy Parker."
—Vioci

"Precision, tenderness for her characters, a sense of detail, and an intoxicating mix of nostalgia and pure joy
make Anna Gavalda a unique author."
—Le Figaro

About the Author
Born in Paris in 1970, Anna Gavalda’s first published work was the critically acclaimed collection of short
stories I Wish Someone Were Waiting for Me Somewhere, which sold over half a million copies in her native
France and was published in the US by Riverhead in 2003. She is also the author of Someone I Loved and the
international bestseller Hunting and Gathering (Riverhead, 2007), which was made into a film starring
Audrey Tautou and Daniel Auteuil. Gavalda lives in Paris.

Jennifer Rappaport received a BA in English and French from Vassar College and an MA in comparative
literature from New York University, where she was awarded a Chateaubriand Fellowship from the French
government. A former editor at Oxford University Press and the New Press, she is currently a freelance
editor and translator in New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Margaret Head:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible
Billie? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with
your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other
opinion?

David Wolverton:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to
the fact just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Billie to read.

Richard Gary:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Billie is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Adrian Kester:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and soon. The Billie offer you a new experience in looking at a book.
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