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Camera Works is about the impact of photography and film on modern art and
literature. For many artists and writers, these new media offered hope of new
means of representation, neither linguistic nor pictorial, but hovering in a kind of
utopian space between. At the same time, the new media introduced a dramatic
element of novelty into the age-old evidence of the senses. For the avant-garde,
the challenges of the new media were the modern in its most concentrated form,
but even for aesthetically unadventurous writers they constituted an element of
modern experience that could hardly be ignored.

Camera Works thus traces some of the more utopian projects of transatlantic
avant-garde, including the Readie machine of Bob Brown, which was to turn
stories and poems into strips of linguistic film. The influence of photography and
film on the avant-garde is traced from the early days of Camera Work, through
the enthusiasm of Eugene Jolas and the contributors to his magazine transition, to
the crisis created by the introduction of sound in the late 1920's.

Subseguent chapters describe the entirely new kind of sensory enjoyment brought
into modern American fiction by the new media. What Fitzgerald calls
"spectroscopic gayety," the enjoyable diorientation of the senses by machine
perception, turns out to be a powerful force in much American fiction. The
revolutionary possibilities of this new spectatorship and its limitations are
pursued through a number of examples, including Dos Passos, James Weldon
Johnson, and Hemingway. Together, these chapters offer a new and substantially
different account of the relationship between modern American literature and the
mediatized society of the early twentieth century.

With a comprehensive introduction and detailed particular readings, Camera
Works substantiates a new understanding of the formal and historical bases of
modernism. It argues that when modern literature and art respond to modernity,
on a formal level, they are responding to the intervention of technology in the
transmission of meaning, an intervention that unsettles all the terms in the
essential relationship of human consciousness to the world of phenomena.
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Camera Works is about the impact of photography and film on modern art and literature. For many artists
and writers, these new media offered hope of new means of representation, neither linguistic nor pictorial,
but hovering in a kind of utopian space between. At the same time, the new media introduced a dramatic
element of novelty into the age-old evidence of the senses. For the avant-garde, the challenges of the new
media were the modern in its most concentrated form, but even for aesthetically unadventurous writers they
constituted an element of modern experience that could hardly be ignored.

Camera Works thus traces some of the more utopian projects of transatlantic avant-garde, including the
Readie machine of Bob Brown, which was to turn stories and poems into strips of linguistic film. The
influence of photography and film on the avant-garde is traced from the early days of Camera Work, through
the enthusiasm of Eugene Jolas and the contributors to his magazine transition, to the crisis created by the
introduction of sound in the late 1920's.

Subseguent chapters describe the entirely new kind of sensory enjoyment brought into modern American
fiction by the new media. What Fitzgerald calls "spectroscopic gayety," the enjoyable diorientation of the
senses by machine perception, turns out to be a powerful force in much American fiction. The revolutionary
possibilities of this new spectatorship and its limitations are pursued through a number of examples,
including Dos Passos, James Weldon Johnson, and Hemingway. Together, these chapters offer a new and
substantially different account of the relationship between modern American literature and the mediatized
society of the early twentieth century.

With a comprehensive introduction and detailed particular readings, Camera Works substantiates a new
understanding of the formal and historical bases of modernism. It argues that when modern literature and art
respond to modernity, on a formal level, they are responding to the intervention of technology in the
transmission of meaning, an intervention that unsettles all the terms in the essential relationship of human
consciousness to the world of phenomena.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Photography, Michael North argues in this exciting and profoundly original stude, has for too long been
understood as just another medium, with its particular possibilities and conventions--a medium, moreover,
that provides for 'realistic' representation. But understood properly in its mode and function, photography
emerges as itself a kind of modern writing, its inherent mediation itself determining how we view the world
in words. In a series of provocative and groundbreaking chapters, ranging from Stieglitz's Camera Work and
the Readies of Bob Brown to the novels of Fitzgerald, Dos Passos, and Hemingway, North shows that
recorded mediation, in its aesthetic, social, and cultural effects, is at the very core of the literature we call
Modernist." --Marjorie Perloff, Stanford University

Camera Works offers vivid new takes on literary Modernism, showing how the evolving technologies of
photography and film exerted a profound and often problematic influence on the writings of the period.
North's readings of even the most familiar modernist texts offer a range of excitingly unfamiliar
perspectives." --Peter Nicholls, University of Sussex

About the Author

Michael North is Professor of English at the University of California, Los Angeles. His books include The
Waste `and: A Norton Critical Edition (ed.), Reading 1922: A Return to the Scene of the Modern, and The
Dialect of ModernismL Race, Language, and Twentieth-Century Literature.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tammi Kendrick:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Camera Works:
Photography and the Twentieth-Century Word suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Camera Works: Photography and the Twentieth-Century
Wordis one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this
publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see
the represented of the world with this book.



April Robles:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer might be Camera Works: Photography and the Twentieth-Century Word why because the
great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content
will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.

Cedric Barnett:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Camera Works: Photography and the
Twentieth-Century Word as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Camera Works: Photography and the Twentieth-Century Word to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

John Martin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous books that can
you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Camera Works: Photography and the Twentieth-
Century Word.
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