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In the decade after 1945, as the Cold War freeze set in, a new Europe slowly
began to emerge from the ruins of the Second World War, based on a broad
rejection of the fascist past that had so scarred the continent's recent history. In
the East, this new consensus was enforced by Soviet-imposed Communist
regimes. In the West, the process was |ess coercive, amounting more to a
consensus of silence. On both sides, much was deliberately forgotten or
obscured.

The years which followed were in many ways golden years for western Europe.
Democracy became embedded in Germany, and eventually triumphed over
dictatorship in Spain, Portugal, and Greece. Britain and France faced up to the
necessity of decolonization. The European Economic Community was founded
and went from strength to strength, as the economies of western Europe bounced
back from the devastation of the war. The countries of the East lagged far behind
and seemed caught in a perpetual game of catch-up, but even there conditions
had improved since the end of the war, albeit at a much slower rate. Above all,
throughout this period the European world continued to be sustained by the broad
anti-fascist consensus that had emerged in the years after 1945.

However, as Dan Stone shows in this new history of the continent since the war,
this fundamental consensus began to break down in the wake of the oil shocks of
the 1970s, a process which has rapidly accelerated since the end of the Cold War.
Glaobalization, deregulation, and the erosion of social-democratic welfare
capitalism in the West, and the collapse of the purported Communist alternative
in the East, have all fatally undermined the post-war anti-fascist value system
that predominated across Europe in the first four decades after the end of the
Second World War.

Ominously, this has been accompanied by arisein right-wing populism and a
widespread revision of the anti-fascist narrative on which this value system was
based. The danger of this shift is now evident: financial and social crisis, an
increasing inability on the part of European populations to resist historical myth-
making, and the re-emergence of fascist ideas. The result, as Dan Stone warns, is
sociadly divisive, politically dangerous, and a genuine threat to the future of a
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civilized Europe.
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In the decade after 1945, as the Cold War freeze set in, a new Europe slowly began to emerge from the ruins
of the Second World War, based on a broad rejection of the fascist past that had so scarred the continent's
recent history. In the East, this new consensus was enforced by Soviet-imposed Communist regimes. In the
West, the process was less coercive, amounting more to a consensus of silence. On both sides, much was
deliberately forgotten or obscured.

The years which followed were in many ways golden years for western Europe. Democracy became
embedded in Germany, and eventually triumphed over dictatorship in Spain, Portugal, and Greece. Britain
and France faced up to the necessity of decolonization. The European Economic Community was founded
and went from strength to strength, as the economies of western Europe bounced back from the devastation
of the war. The countries of the East lagged far behind and seemed caught in a perpetual game of catch-up,
but even there conditions had improved since the end of the war, albeit at a much slower rate. Above al,
throughout this period the European world continued to be sustained by the broad anti-fascist consensus that
had emerged in the years after 1945.

However, as Dan Stone shows in this new history of the continent since the war, this fundamental consensus
began to break down in the wake of the oil shocks of the 1970s, a process which has rapidly accelerated
since the end of the Cold War. Globalization, deregulation, and the erosion of socia-democratic welfare
capitalism in the West, and the collapse of the purported Communist alternative in the East, have all fatally
undermined the post-war anti-fascist value system that predominated across Europe in the first four decades
after the end of the Second World War.

Ominously, this has been accompanied by arisein right-wing populism and a widespread revision of the
anti-fascist narrative on which this value system was based. The danger of this shift is now evident: financial
and socia crisis, an increasing inability on the part of European populations to resist historical myth-making,
and the re-emergence of fascist ideas. The result, as Dan Stone warns, is socialy divisive, politically
dangerous, and a genuine threat to the future of a civilized Europe.
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Editorial Review
Review

"What Stone has accomplished with this book is the construction of an innovative new transnational
framework that raises memory politics to the level of economic politics as an integral and equally important
object of historical analysis. This framework allows Stone to deemphasi ze the particular, to focus on high
politics, and to consider both East and West as awhole, albeit adivided one. Overall, the book isavaluable
contribution to the historiography of the postwar period As fascism and Russian nationalist imperialism once
again rear their heads in Europe--both shamelessly employing exclusionary memory politics--the information
contained in this book will be valuable to those who wish to understand the current troubling situation.”--H-
Net

About the Author

Dan Stoneis Professor of Modern History at Royal Holloway, University of London. He is a historian of
ideas who has written or edited fourteen books on subjects including the Holocaust, genocide, fascism and
eugenics, including the The Oxford Handbook of Postwar European History.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Antione Wilson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Goodbye to All That?: A History of Europe Since 1945.
Try to face the book Goodbye to All That?: A History of Europe Since 1945 as your friend. It means that it
can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with
this book.

Michad Watkins:

Typically the book Goodbyeto All That?: A History of Europe Since 1945 will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. In the event you try
to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Goodbye to All That?: A History of
Europe Since 1945 is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can aso get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can quickly to read the book.



George Pinard:

The publication untitled Goodbye to All That?: A History of Europe Since 1945 is the e-book that
recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer
was did alot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements
is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of Goodbyeto All That?: A History of Europe Since
1945 from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.

Nathaniel Cornédlius:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know everything
you want. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had been exactly
added. This guide Goodbye to All That?: A History of Europe Since 1945 was filled concerning science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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