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An introduction to a new way of looking at history, from a perspective that
stretches from the beginning of time to the present day, Maps of Time is world
history on an unprecedented scale. Beginning with the Big Bang, David Christian
views the interaction of the natural world with the more recent arrivals in flora
and fauna, including human beings.

Cosmology, geology, archeology, and population and environmental studies—all
figure in David Christian's account, which is an ambitious overview of the
emerging field of "Big History." Maps of Time opens with the origins of the
universe, the stars and the galaxies, the sun and the solar system, including the
earth, and conducts readers through the evolution of the planet before human
habitation. It surveys the development of human society from the Paleolithic era
through the transition to agriculture, the emergence of cities and states, and the
birth of the modern, industrial period right up to intimations of possible futures.
Sweeping in scope, finely focused in its minute detail, this riveting account of the
known world, from the inception of space-time to the prospects of global
warming, lays the groundwork for world history—and Big History—true as
never before to its name.
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An introduction to a new way of looking at history, from a perspective that stretches from the beginning of
time to the present day, Maps of Time is world history on an unprecedented scale. Beginning with the Big
Bang, David Christian views the interaction of the natural world with the more recent arrivals in flora and
fauna, including human beings.

Cosmology, geology, archeology, and population and environmental studies—all figure in David Christian's
account, which is an ambitious overview of the emerging field of "Big History." Maps of Time opens with
the origins of the universe, the stars and the galaxies, the sun and the solar system, including the earth, and
conducts readers through the evolution of the planet before human habitation. It surveys the development of
human society from the Paleolithic era through the transition to agriculture, the emergence of cities and
states, and the birth of the modern, industrial period right up to intimations of possible futures. Sweeping in
scope, finely focused in its minute detail, this riveting account of the known world, from the inception of
space-time to the prospects of global warming, lays the groundwork for world history—and Big
History—true as never before to its name.
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Editorial Review

Review
"No work in this genre [macro-history] is better than David Christian's Maps of Time: An Introduction to
Big History.... [I]t is a brilliantly executed act of provocation." - The Times "Forges bold and ingenious
connections between the physical and social sciences." - The Age "A good read, a fascinating prospectus for
a new kind of history." - American Scientist"

From the Inside Flap

"You've all seen the poster of the milky way galaxy with an arrow to a point about halfway out from the
center and the caption, ‘You are here.’ This book is like that only more so. It locates the human experience in
the entirety of space-time."—Alfred Crosby, author of Ecological Imperialism: The Biological Expansion of
Europe, 900-1900

About the Author

David Christian is Professor in the Department of History at San Diego State University. He is the author of
Living Water: Vodka and Russian Society on the Eve of Emancipation (1990), Imperial and Soviet Russia:
Power, Privilege and the Challenge of Modernity (1997), and A History of Russia, Central Asia and
Mongolia: Volume 1: Inner Eurasia from Prehistory to the Mongol Empire (1998).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sylvester Wedding:

Here thing why that Maps of Time: An Introduction to Big History are different and trusted to be yours. First
of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as
food or not. Maps of Time: An Introduction to Big History giving you information deeper and in different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Maps of Time: An
Introduction to Big History. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing
in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like
in area, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published
book maybe the form of Maps of Time: An Introduction to Big History in e-book can be your choice.

Christine Pena:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy
read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Maps of Time: An
Introduction to Big History is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.



Ross Larson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Maps of Time: An Introduction to Big History provide you with new experience in reading
through a book.

Gregory Anderson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Maps of Time: An Introduction
to Big History or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Maps of Time: An Introduction to Big History to make your spare time much
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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