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Twelve-year-old Smith is a denizen of the mean streets of eighteenth-century
London, living hand to mouth by virtue of wit and pluck. One day he trails an old
gentleman with a bulging pocket, deftly picks it, and as footsteps ring out from
the alley by which he had planned to make his escape, finds himself in a tough
spot. Taking refuge in a doorway, he sees two men emerge to murder the man
who was his mark. They rifle the dead man’s pockets and finding them empty,
depart in a rage. Smith, terrified, flees the scene of the crime. What has he stolen
that is worth the life of a man?

Smith is a gripping, engrossing, and utterly diverting tale of high adventure
related by a writer whose scintillating style is matched only by the dazzle of his
plotting. In the words of Lloyd Alexander, “Garfield is unmatched for sheer
exciting storytelling. The reader simply can’t stop reading him.”
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Editorial Review

Review
Winner of the Phoenix Award
A Boston Globe–Horn Book Award Honor Book

“Leon Garfield is unmatched for sheer exciting storytelling. The reader simply can’t stop reading him.”
—Lloyd Alexander
 
“It is a fine thing that Leon Garfield’s rip-roaring and funny tales should be brought back into circulation for
a new generation of readers.” —Joan Aiken
 
“Smith is one of the most interesting children’s books of the year—not only as a period tale, though in this
respect it is superb, but also for the strong yet tender comment on the way people feel, now, then, and
always.” —The Christian Science Monitor
 
“I like to think that maybe a child of today—who was like the child I was yesterday (and millions of others
like me)—will remember the first reading of Smith years from now and say: Yes, that’s the book that opened
windows and doors for me, the pivotal book of my childhood.” —Robert Cormier
 
“Vivid characters, imagery, and atmosphere combine to make this a distinguished book for casual reading or
for study.” —English Journal

About the Author
Leon Garfield (1921–1996) was born and raised in the seaside town of Brighton, England. his father owned
a series of businesses, and the family’s fortunes fluctuated wildly. Garfield enrolled in art school, left to
work in an office, and in 1940 was drafted into the army, serving in the medical corps. After the war, he
returned to London and worked as a biochemical technician. in 1948 he married Vivian Alcock, an artist who
would later become a successful writer of children’s books, and it was she who encouraged him to write his
first novel, Jack Holborn, which was published in 1964. in all, Garfield would write some fifty books,
including a continuation of Charles Dickens’s Mystery of Edwin Drood and retellings of biblical and
Shakespearian stories. Among his best-known books are Devil-in-the-Fog (1966, winner of The Guardian
Children’s Fiction Prize), The God Beneath the Sea (1970, winner of the Carnegie medal), Bostock and
Harris; or, The Night of the Comet (1979; forthcoming from The New York Review Children’s Collection),
and John Diamond (1980, winner of the Whitbread Award).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Allan Nguyen:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Smith: The Story of a Pickpocket (New York Review



Children's Collection), you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Elton Williams:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Smith: The Story of a Pickpocket (New York Review
Children's Collection) as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Smith: The Story of a Pickpocket (New York Review Children's
Collection) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Joseph Langley:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book Smith: The Story of a Pickpocket (New York Review Children's Collection) we can acquire
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time
book Smith: The Story of a Pickpocket (New York Review Children's Collection). You can more pleasing
than now.

Helen Butts:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the Smith: The Story of a Pickpocket (New York Review Children's Collection) when you essential it?
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