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In the first volume of his extraordinary analysis of the death penalty, Jacques
Derrida began a journey toward an ambitious end: the first truly philosophical
argument against the death penalty. Exploring an impressive breadth of thought,
he traced a deeply entrenched logic throughout the whole of Western philosophy
that has justified the state’s right to take a life. He also marked literature as a
crucial place where this logic has been most effectively challenged. In this
second and final volume, Derrida builds on these analyses toward a definitive
argument against capital punishment.

Of central importance in this second volume is Kant’s explicit justification of the
death penalty in the Metaphysics of Morals. Thoroughly deconstructing Kant’s
position—which holds the death penalty as exemplary of the eye-for-an-eye
Talionic law—Derrida exposes numerous damning contradictions and
exceptions. Keeping the current death penalty in the United States in view, he
further explores the “anesthesial logic” he analyzed in volume one, addressing
the themes of cruelty and pain through texts by Robespierre and Freud, reading
Heidegger, and—in a fascinating, improvised final session—the nineteenth-
century Spanish Catholic thinker Donoso Cortés. Ultimately, Derrida shows that
the rationality of the death penalty as represented by Kant involves an imposition
of knowledge and calculability on a fundamental condition of non-
knowledge—that we don’t otherwise know what or when our deaths will be. In
this way, the death penalty acts out a phantasm of mastery over one’s own death.
 
Derrida’s thoughts arrive at a particular moment in history: when the death
penalty in the United States is the closest it has ever been to abolition, and yet
when the arguments on all sides are as confused as ever. His powerful analysis
will prove to be a paramount contribution to this debate as well as a lasting entry
in his celebrated oeuvre.
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breadth of thought, he traced a deeply entrenched logic throughout the whole of Western philosophy that has
justified the state’s right to take a life. He also marked literature as a crucial place where this logic has been
most effectively challenged. In this second and final volume, Derrida builds on these analyses toward a
definitive argument against capital punishment.

Of central importance in this second volume is Kant’s explicit justification of the death penalty in the
Metaphysics of Morals. Thoroughly deconstructing Kant’s position—which holds the death penalty as
exemplary of the eye-for-an-eye Talionic law—Derrida exposes numerous damning contradictions and
exceptions. Keeping the current death penalty in the United States in view, he further explores the
“anesthesial logic” he analyzed in volume one, addressing the themes of cruelty and pain through texts by
Robespierre and Freud, reading Heidegger, and—in a fascinating, improvised final session—the nineteenth-
century Spanish Catholic thinker Donoso Cortés. Ultimately, Derrida shows that the rationality of the death
penalty as represented by Kant involves an imposition of knowledge and calculability on a fundamental
condition of non-knowledge—that we don’t otherwise know what or when our deaths will be. In this way,
the death penalty acts out a phantasm of mastery over one’s own death.
 
Derrida’s thoughts arrive at a particular moment in history: when the death penalty in the United States is the
closest it has ever been to abolition, and yet when the arguments on all sides are as confused as ever. His
powerful analysis will prove to be a paramount contribution to this debate as well as a lasting entry in his
celebrated oeuvre.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jacques Derrida (1930–2004) was director of studies at the école des hautes études en sciences sociales,
Paris, and professor of humanities at the University of California, Irvine. He is the author of many books
published by the University of Chicago Press. Elizabeth Rottenberg teaches philosophy and comparative
literature at DePaul University. She is the editor or translator of numerous works by Derrida, Jean-François
Lyotard, and Maurice Blanchot, as well as the author of Inheriting the Future and For the Love of
Psychoanalysis.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathleen Owens:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular The Death Penalty,
Volume II (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Leo Osborne:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Death Penalty, Volume II (The
Seminars of Jacques Derrida) reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty The
Death Penalty, Volume II (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) as good book not simply by the cover but also
by the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have
to listening to one more sixth sense.

Tony Hill:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see



colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Death Penalty, Volume II (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) can make you
truly feel more interested to read.

Thomas Obrien:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very important
in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims The Death Penalty, Volume
II (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida).
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