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In The People and the King, John Leddy Phelan reexamines a well-known but
long misunderstood event in eighteenth-century Colombia. When the Spanish
colonial bureaucratic system of conciliation broke down, indigenous groups
resorted to armed revolt to achieve their political ends.
    As Phelan demonstrates in these pages, the crisis of 1781 represented a
constitutional clash between imperial centralization and colonial decentralization.
Phelan argues that the Comunero revolution was not, as it has often been
portrayed, a precursor of political independence, nor was it a frustrated social
upheaval. The Comunero leaders and their followers did not advocate any basic
reordering of society, Phelan concludes, but rather made an appeal for
revolutionary reform within a traditionalist framework.
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In The People and the King, John Leddy Phelan reexamines a well-known but long misunderstood event in
eighteenth-century Colombia. When the Spanish colonial bureaucratic system of conciliation broke down,
indigenous groups resorted to armed revolt to achieve their political ends.
    As Phelan demonstrates in these pages, the crisis of 1781 represented a constitutional clash between
imperial centralization and colonial decentralization. Phelan argues that the Comunero revolution was not, as
it has often been portrayed, a precursor of political independence, nor was it a frustrated social upheaval. The
Comunero leaders and their followers did not advocate any basic reordering of society, Phelan concludes, but
rather made an appeal for revolutionary reform within a traditionalist framework.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A major contribution to our understanding of late colonial Spanish America.”—John Fisher, Bulletin of
Hispanic Studies

“The People and the King skillfully unites narrative with analysis, and achieves its effects with a fine
economy. It is Phelan’s best book and indeed it is one of the best and most readable books written on the
eighteenth century in Spanish America.”—D. A. Brading, Centre for Latin American Studies, Bulletin of the
Society for Latin American Studies

“A major contribution to our understanding of colonial Latin America. This well-written and well-
documented history is recommended to both students and researchers of Latin American history and
culture.”—The Colonial Latin American Historical Review

About the Author

John Leddy Phelan (1924–76) was professor of history at the University of Wisconsin–Madison and author
of The Hispanization of the Philippines, Portuguese Society in the Tropics, and The Kingdom of Quito in the
Seventeenth Century, all published by the University of Wisconsin Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Betty Adkins:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book The People and the King: The
Comunero Revolution in Colombia, 1781 will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading any book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of
best book or acceptable book with you?



Clark Palumbo:

The experience that you get from The People and the King: The Comunero Revolution in Colombia, 1781 is
the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The People and the King: The Comunero Revolution
in Colombia, 1781 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore
it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having this particular The People and the King: The Comunero Revolution in Colombia,
1781 instantly.

Maria Swensen:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The People and the King: The
Comunero Revolution in Colombia, 1781 is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Harrison Johnson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This The People and the King: The Comunero
Revolution in Colombia, 1781 can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one
book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have The
People and the King: The Comunero Revolution in Colombia, 1781.
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