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India's epic poem, the Ramayana, is adramatic, ever-evolving tale of aprince
and his bride, their adventures and dilemmas, and demons. Joanna Williams
studies the art of the Ramayanain Orissa, aregion known for its elegantly carved
temples. There she researched both literary and visual art works, interviewed
artists, and observed them at work.

With depth and originality, Williams considers how Indian art tellsa story in
distinctive ways. Her narratological study takesinto account many familiar
genres of visual art: illustrated manuscripts, drawings on palm leaf paper, wall
paintings, shadow plays, temple sculpture, and painted cloth pata. Included are
discussions of pan-Indian versions of the epic, which include film, video, and the
comic strip; and those local to Orissa, including rural theater and festivals.

Noting that we often treat images designed to be seen in sequence as separate
pictures, Williams argues that considering several Ramayana images in sequence
reveals their qualities of variety, surprise, and emotional development, promoting
an understanding of how the story istold. She discusses the artists narrative
strategies and offers interpretations of how and why artists made their choices.

Williams persuasively argues against critics who believe that Indian art, indeed
any traditiona art, is conventional and lacks individual technique or vision. Her
analysis across a variety of genres offers anew model for art historians; at the
same time anthropol ogists, folklorists, and scholars of literature and narratol ogy
will find her work of great value.
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India's epic poem, the Ramayana, is adramatic, ever-evolving tale of aprince and his bride, their adventures
and dilemmas, and demons. Joanna Williams studies the art of the Ramayanain Orissa, aregion known for
its elegantly carved temples. There she researched both literary and visual art works, interviewed artists, and
observed them at work.

With depth and originality, Williams considers how Indian art tells a story in distinctive ways. Her
narratological study takesinto account many familiar genres of visual art: illustrated manuscripts, drawings
on palm leaf paper, wall paintings, shadow plays, temple scul pture, and painted cloth pata. Included are
discussions of pan-Indian versions of the epic, which include film, video, and the comic strip; and those local
to Orissa, including rural theater and festivals.

Noting that we often treat images designed to be seen in sequence as separate pictures, Williams argues that
considering several Ramayanaimages in sequence reveals their qualities of variety, surprise, and emotional
development, promoting an understanding of how the story is told. She discusses the artists narrative
strategies and offers interpretations of how and why artists made their choices.

Williams persuasively argues against critics who believe that Indian art, indeed any traditiona art, is
conventional and lacks individual technique or vision. Her analysis across a variety of genres offers a new
model for art historians; at the same time anthropol ogists, folklorists, and scholars of literature and
narratology will find her work of great value.
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Editorial Review
From the Inside Flap

"An elegant cross-disciplinary foray that, like Ramas monkey army, bridges the oceanic strait that too often
separates the fields of Art History, Folklore, and Literary and Performance Studies. . . . A great boon to all
who seek to better understand the creative genius of India."—Philip Lutgendorf, author of The Life of a Text

"In this stunningly mature work, one of America’s leading historians of Indian art explores the terrain whose
longitude is word and whose latitude, image. . . . Here patron, temple, artist, story, period, genre, region,
subregion, and even particular towns unite to produce a study that sends out light in every direction. It isthe
product of many years labor, and a beautiful product it is."—John S. Hawley, author of Devi

From the Back Cover

"An elegant cross-disciplinary foray that, like Ramas monkey army, bridges the oceanic strait that too often
separates the fields of Art History, Folklore, and Literary and Performance Studies. . . . A great boon to all
who seek to better understand the creative genius of India." (Philip Lutgendorf, author of The Life of a Text)

About the Author

Joanna Williamsis Professor of Art History at the University of California, Berkeley. She is the author of
The Art of Gupta India: Empire and Province (1982) and co-author of Palm-Leaf Miniatures: The Art of
Raghunath Prusti of Orissa (1991).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Albert Parks:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations of
the Ramayanain Orissa (California Studies in the History of Art) will make you to possibly be smarter. You
can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think
which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that?
Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Jackie L afond:

Here thing why this particular The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations of the Ramayanain Orissa (California
Studiesin the History of Art) are different and reliable to be yours. First of al reading through a book is
good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations of the Ramayanain Orissa (California Studies in the History of Art)
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book



that similar with The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations of the Ramayanain Orissa (California Studiesin the
History of Art). It givesyou thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your technigue home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations of the Ramayanain Orissa
(Cdifornia Studiesin the History of Art) in e-book can be your option.

Bradley Simpson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may haveitin e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations of the Ramayana
in Orissa (California Studies in the History of Art) can give you alot of friends because by you checking out
this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of
book can be one of astep for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need
to have The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations of the Ramayanain Orissa (California Studiesin the History of
Art).

Myron M endez:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media.
Y ou can choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching fromit. It is
named of book The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations of the Ramayanain Orissa (California Studiesin the
History of Art). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can
bring you from one destination for a other place.
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