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John Rawls never published anything about his own religious beliefs, but after
his death two texts were discovered which shed extraordinary light on the
subject. A Brief Inquiry into the Meaning of Sn and Faith is Rawls's
undergraduate senior thesis, submitted in December 1942, just before he entered
the army. At that time Rawls was deeply religious; the thesisis a significant work
of theological ethics, of interest both in itself and because of itsrelation to his
mature writings. “On My Religion,” a short statement drafted in 1997, describes
the history of his religious beliefs and attitudes toward religion, including his
abandonment of orthodoxy during World War 11.

The present volume includes these two texts, together with an Introduction by
Joshua Cohen and Thomas Nagel, which discusses their relation to Rawls's
published work, and an essay by Robert Merrihew Adams, which places the
thesisin itstheological context.

Thetexts display the profound engagement with religion that forms the
background of Rawls's later views on the importance of separating religion and
politics. Moreover, the moral and social convictions that the thesis expressesin
religious form are related in illuminating ways to the central ideas of Rawls's
later writings. His notions of sin, faith, and community are simultaneously moral
and theological, and prefigure the moral outlook found in Theory of Justice.
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John Rawls never published anything about his own religious beliefs, but after his death two texts were
discovered which shed extraordinary light on the subject. A Brief Inquiry into the Meaning of Sn and Faith
is Rawls's undergraduate senior thesis, submitted in December 1942, just before he entered the army. At that
time Rawls was deeply religious; the thesisis a significant work of theological ethics, of interest both in
itself and because of itsrelation to his mature writings. “On My Religion,” a short statement drafted in 1997,
describes the history of hisreligious beliefs and attitudes toward religion, including his abandonment of
orthodoxy during World War 11.

The present volume includes these two texts, together with an Introduction by Joshua Cohen and Thomas
Nagel, which discusses their relation to Rawls's published work, and an essay by Robert Merrihew Adams,
which places the thesisin its theological context.

The texts display the profound engagement with religion that forms the background of Rawls's later views
on the importance of separating religion and politics. Moreover, the moral and social convictions that the
thesis expressesin religious form are related in illuminating ways to the central ideas of Rawls's later
writings. His notions of sin, faith, and community are simultaneously moral and theological, and prefigure
the moral outlook found in Theory of Justice.
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Editorial Review

Review

No recent secular moralist has been more influential than John Rawls...[A Brief Inquiry into the Meaning of
Sn and Faith] undoubtedly reveals an interesting stage in the development of a highly significant
philosopher. (Anthony Kenny Times Literary Supplement 2009-06-12)

Allows usto see how avery intelligent believer, who once considered the priesthood, lost his Christian faith
as ayoung man. (James Wood New Yorker 2009-08-31)

[A] fascinating account of the evolution of hisreligious convictions. (R. Bruce Douglass Christian Century
2009-11-17)

What a pleasure to read John Rawls's senior thesis at Princeton, which he submitted in 1942, long before his
book A Theory of Justice (1971) established him as America's most respected liberal philosopher of law.
Rawls's later writings are as pareve (neutral) as could be--they have no hint of the religious passion and
wisdom that permeates his senior thesis. Robert Merrihew Adams has along accompanying essay reviewing
what isthe most exciting in Rawls's thesis. (Tikkun 2009-05-01)

About the Author
John Rawls was James Bryant Conant University Professor at Harvard University. He was recipient of the
1999 National Humanities Medal.

Thomas Nagel is University Professor, Professor of Law, and Professor of Philosophy at New Y ork
University.

Joshua Cohen is Marta Sutton Weeks Professor of Ethicsin Society at Stanford University and editor of
Boston Review.

Robert Merrihew Adamsis Clark Professor of Philosophy, Emeritus, Y ale University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Cynthia Gomez:

A lot of people always spent al their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity hereislook different you can read
anew book. Itisreally funinyour case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a publication. The book A Brief Inquiry into the Meaning of Sin and Faith: With "On My Religion"
it is extremely good to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can
mOore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high
quality.



Donald Tuel:

Precisely why? Because this A Brief Inquiry into the Meaning of Sin and Faith: With "On My Religion” is
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap
you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who el se write the book in
such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning totally. So, it isgood for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
book will give you alot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking method. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If | have been you | will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Roger Thomas:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled A Brief
Inquiry into the Meaning of Sin and Faith: With "On My Religion" your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get prior to. The A Brief Inquiry into the Meaning of Sin and Faith: With "On My
Religion" giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info
for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Haley Berg:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book A Brief Inquiry into the
Meaning of Sin and Faith: With "On My Religion" to make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our
own skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It isto be very first
opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the book A Brief Inquiry into the
Meaning of Sin and Faith: With "On My Religion" can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone
and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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