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The bata is one of the most important and representative percussion traditions of
the people in southwest Nigeria, and is now learnt and performed around the
world. In Cuba, their own bata tradition derives from the Yoruba bata from
Africa yet has had far more research attention than its African predecessor.
Although the bata is one of the oldest known Yoruba drumming traditions, the
drum and its unique language are now unfamiliar to many contemporary Yoruba
people. Amanda Villepastour provides the first academic study of the bata's
communication technology and the elaborate coded spoken language of bata
drummers, which they refer to as 'ena bata'. Villepastour explains how the bata
drummers' speech encoding method links into universal linguistic properties,
unknown to the musicians themselves. The analysis draws the direct links
between what is spoken in Yoruba, how Yoruba is transformed in to the coded
language (ena), how ena prescribes the drum strokes and, finally, how listeners
(and which listeners) extract linguistic meaning from what is drummed. The
description and analysis of this unique musical system adds substantially to what
is known about bata drumming specifically, Yoruba drumming generally, speech
surrogacy in music and coded systems of speaking. This book will appeal not
only to ethnomusicologists and anthropologists, but also to linguists, drummers
and those interested in African Studies.
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The bata is one of the most important and representative percussion traditions of the people in southwest
Nigeria, and is now learnt and performed around the world. In Cuba, their own bata tradition derives from
the Yoruba bata from Africa yet has had far more research attention than its African predecessor. Although
the bata is one of the oldest known Yoruba drumming traditions, the drum and its unique language are now
unfamiliar to many contemporary Yoruba people. Amanda Villepastour provides the first academic study of
the bata's communication technology and the elaborate coded spoken language of bata drummers, which they
refer to as 'ena bata'. Villepastour explains how the bata drummers' speech encoding method links into
universal linguistic properties, unknown to the musicians themselves. The analysis draws the direct links
between what is spoken in Yoruba, how Yoruba is transformed in to the coded language (ena), how ena
prescribes the drum strokes and, finally, how listeners (and which listeners) extract linguistic meaning from
what is drummed. The description and analysis of this unique musical system adds substantially to what is
known about bata drumming specifically, Yoruba drumming generally, speech surrogacy in music and coded
systems of speaking. This book will appeal not only to ethnomusicologists and anthropologists, but also to
linguists, drummers and those interested in African Studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
'... the book is a most important contribution not only to the study of bata message drumming, but to the
study of the YorA'ba language, its representations on "talking" instruments, and many adjoining areas of
research, including the organology of the bata set and YorA'ba culture history in general.' Gerard Kubik in
African Music 'Villepastour's research and analyses are remarkable for breaking apart and decoding the
puzzle that is YorA'ba bata speech.' Anthropos '... highly recommended for students in African
ethnomusicology, drumming researchers, and those interested in learning a bit more about Yoruba drumming
language. I guarantee it will speak to you.' Inside world Music '... this book is a tour de force. It is a welcome
resource for organologists, ethnomusicologists, and drummers; and it also offers much of interest to linguists,
anthropologists, and p ersons involved inAfrican Studies.' Journal of the American Musical Instrument
Society

About the Author
Dr Amanda Villepastour, University of Cardiff, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Williamson:

The knowledge that you get from Ancient Text Messages of the Yoruba Bata Drum: Cracking the Code
(SOAS Musicology Series) could be the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words
the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Ancient
Text Messages of the Yoruba Bata Drum: Cracking the Code (SOAS Musicology Series) giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Ancient Text Messages of
the Yoruba Bata Drum: Cracking the Code (SOAS Musicology Series) instantly.

Joanna Weekley:

This Ancient Text Messages of the Yoruba Bata Drum: Cracking the Code (SOAS Musicology Series) are
generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Ancient Text
Messages of the Yoruba Bata Drum: Cracking the Code (SOAS Musicology Series) can be one of several
great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person
with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Ancient Text Messages of the Yoruba Bata Drum: Cracking the Code (SOAS Musicology Series) giving you
an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.



Shirley Wales:

Exactly why? Because this Ancient Text Messages of the Yoruba Bata Drum: Cracking the Code (SOAS
Musicology Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter
it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but
still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were
being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Richard Horgan:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the
top checklist in your reading list is definitely Ancient Text Messages of the Yoruba Bata Drum: Cracking the
Code (SOAS Musicology Series). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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