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- This book is certain to appeal to the millions of Jewish women interested in
Jewish literature and the writings of Cynthia Ozick, Francine Prose, and Grace
Paley. Beautifully packaged, it isan ideal Mother's Day or Bat-Mitzvah gift.-
This volume contains translations of Yiddish stories from eminent scholars--
including an Isaac Bashevis Singer story that has never before been published in
English--and well-known tales that Jewish readers everywhere love.- As
bestsellers such as "Everything is Illuminated by Jonathan Safran Foer
(Houghton Mifflin, 4/02) and "For the Relief of Unbearable Urges by Nathan
Englander (Knopf, 1999) have demonstrated, there is a strong interest in Jewish
stories.- Yiddish culture and music have seen aresurgence in recent years. NPR's
"All Things Considered aired a series of highly acclaimed documentaries about
the Yiddish Radio Project and Klezmer musicians regularly play at top
alternative venues.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Bark's appealing anthology gathers 22 stories chronicling Jewish women'slivesin late 19th- and early 20th-
century Europe, Russia, the United States and Isragl. Though most of the stories were published in the 1920s
and '30s, many in Yiddish newspapers and magazines, their themes-love, thwarted ambition, identity,
assimilation-still resonate. The heroines, who are of all ages and classes, find themselves struggling for
education, autonomy, equality-just as many of their real-life contemporaries did. In a collection emphasizing
femal e experience, some of the best stories are written by men. David Bergelson's newly transated " Spring,”
for example, is abittersweet story of two sisters desire for the same impassioned artist. | saac Bashevis
Singer makes two memorable appearances, with his enduring "Y entl the Y eshiva Boy" and his gender-
bending "Androgynous," which recently appeared for the first timein English in the New Y orker. (Bark
positsthat "Yentl" wasinspired by the unrealized educational aspirations of Singer's sister, Esther Singer
Kreitman, whose own short story in this collection, sandwiched between two of her brother's, pales
somewhat in comparison.) The writers offer intriguing glimpsesinto arich and complex world, and together
their stories create a moving testament to the intelligence and resilience of turn-of-the-century Jewish
women. As Francine Prose writesin her succinct introduction, the book "makes us grateful to these heroines
for having had the courage and resolve to help prepare the way for us to insist upon-and even to take for
granted-the ordinary, everyday, absolutely essential freedoms that we enjoy today."

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

These 23 stories by both male and female writers all center on female Ashkenazi in twentieth-century
Europe, Russia, Isragl, and the U.S. Three of the writers are well-known: |saac Bashevis Singer ("Yentl, the
Y eshivaBoy" and "Androgynous"), Sholem Aleichem ("Hodel"), and I. L. Peretz ("Brynas Mendl"); but
others are not so well known. (One of the stories, "A Satin Coat," is by Esther Singer Kreitman, the sister of
I. B. Singer and I. J. Singer.) The stories concern thwarted lovers, unwilling brides, poor immigrants, and
rebellious daughters. The range of themes includes anti-Semitism, assimilation, the obstacles that young
women faced if they sought an education, the survival strategies they had to adopt in order to realize their
ambitions, and the challenges and difficulties they encountered after establishing independent lives. In her
perceptive introduction, Francine Prose points out that many of these stories concern women who must fight
just to express an opinion of their own or to exert the dlightest influence on the shape of their own destinies.
Trandated from Y iddish, these stories are a definite pleasure. George Cohen

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
SandraBark is an editor at Warner Books.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Irving Hansen:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Y eah, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed
Beautiful asthe Moon, Radiant as the Stars. Jewish Women in Yiddish Stories - An Anthology? Maybeitis
to be best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Jacqueline Bull:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for awhile isreading. Y eah, by
reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you
who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Beautiful as the Moon, Radiant as the Stars:
Jewish Women in Yiddish Stories - An Anthology book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Juan Hinkson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Beautiful asthe Moon, Radiant as the
Stars: Jewish Women in Yiddish Stories - An Anthology, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still would like to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What?
Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Anthony Lucas:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Beautiful asthe Moon, Radiant as
the Stars: Jewish Women in Yiddish Stories - An Anthology which is keeping the e-book version. So, try
out this book? Let's find.
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