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Democratic Insecurities focuses on the ethics of military and humanitarian
intervention in Haiti during and after Haiti's 1991 coup. In this remarkable
ethnography of violence, Erica Caple James explores the traumas of Haitian
victims whose experiences were denied by U.S. officials and recognized only
selectively by other humanitarian providers. Using vivid first-person accounts
from women survivors, James raises important new guestions about humanitarian
aid, structural violence, and political insecurity. She discusses the politics of
postconflict assistance to Haiti and the challenges of promoting demacracy,
human rights, and justice in societies that experience chronic insecurity.
Similarly, she finds that efforts to promote political development and
psychosocial rehabilitation may fail because of competition, strife, and
corruption among the individuals and institutions that implement such initiatives.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Highly recommended. . . by highlighting the vivi first-person accounts of female survivors, the author raises
important questions about humanitarian aid, structural violence, and political insecurity, while
simultaneously outlining some of the ethical quandaries arising from the uses and abuses of power.”

(Choice 2011-05-04)

“Her account is both brave and unsettling. . . . Not only instructive for anthropologists . . . but also for
humanitarian aid providers who momentarily work or are planning to work in Haiti.”
(Hanna Kienzler Somatosphere 2011-05-22)

“[Thig] is one of the most important books on the country published in years. . . . It radiates intelligence and
understanding.”
(Journal Of Sociology & Social Welfare 2011-09-14)

From the Inside Flap

“Haiti’ s catastrophic earthquake follows a decade of crisisin governance and in everyday social life. Erica
James’ s powerful ethnographic study shows how insecurity has been created, victimhood shaped, and trauma
mediated under long-term conditions of grinding poverty punctuated by periodic disaster and interventions
both external and domestic. The international and unintended conseguences have commodified suffering,
ingtitutionalized insecurity, and fashioned a troubling and troubled ‘ democracy.” This book isamajor
achievement!”—Arthur Kleinman, author of What Really Matters: Living a Moral Life amidst Uncertainty
and Danger

"Thisis aremarkable piece of scholarship. Erica James has raised the bar as far as solid ethnographic inquiry
in Haiti goes and draws on a diverse set of theoretical traditions in anthropology and in social theory. Her
research will, | predict, open new doors."—Paul Farmer, Harvard University, founding director of Partnersin
Health

"Erica James book is avivid descent into the ordinary of violence and insecurity, of suffering and trauma, in
acountry that seems to have never completely recovered from past French exploitation and American
imperialism. Based on an ethnography of neighborhoods as well as of aid agencies, the inquiry courageously
guestions our categories of thought and models of action to confront Haitian endless tragedies, from
victimization to humanitarianism, bringing together, in an unprecedented analysis, what she callsthe
economies of terror and the economies of compassion."—Didier Fassin, author of When Bodies Remember

"Democratic Insecurities is awork of extraordinary depth that sets new standards on the themes of violence
and social suffering. The power of the book lies in the great attention to historical and ethnographic detail of
Haitian society and politics through which the doing and undoing of violence is rendered knowable as well
as its command over social theory."—Veena Das, Johns Hopkins University

"James draws us in via an astonishingly vivid and unsettling account of her first weeksin Haiti. Thisbook is
a highly sophisticated, compelling, and instructive read and an outstanding example of ethnography by one



of the leading anthropologists in the field of trauma."—Mary-Jo DelVecchio Good, Harvard University
About the Author

Erica Caple Jamesis Associate Professor of Anthropology at Massachusetts I nstitute of Technology.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vanessa M cGinty:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read abook. They are reading
whatever they have because their habby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Democratic I nsecurities: Violence, Trauma, and Intervention in Haiti (California
Seriesin Public Anthropology).

Dana Register:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has adifferent type. To be sure that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Democratic Insecurities: Violence, Trauma, and
Intervention in Haiti (California Seriesin Public Anthropology) will make you to possibly be smarter. You
can fedl far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading
some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Cindy Coleman:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. Peopleis human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your aternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read will be Democratic Insecurities: Violence, Trauma, and Intervention in Haiti (California
Series in Public Anthropology).

Shane Dagostino:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn abook. When you examine a
book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education



books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Democratic Insecurities: Violence, Trauma, and Intervention in Haiti (California
Seriesin Public Anthropology) provide you with new experience in reading a book.
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