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For Introduction to Literature courses and Freshman Composition courses that
emphasize writing about literature. Roberts delivers the best coverage of writing
about literature. Complete coverage of writing about fiction, poetry, and drama
and a total of 32 student essays with accompanying commentary ensure student
comprehension of writing about literature, which helps students produce better
papers. Edgar Roberts was inspired to create his first book - Writing about
Literature - as a direct result of his experiences in the college classroom.
Professor Roberts noticed that there was a clear correlation between the level of
detail he provided when explaining his class assignments and the quality of work
he received from his students: the more class time he devoted to describing what
he wanted, the better the final essays turned out to be. As a result of this
observation, Roberts created his successful text Writing about Literature to fill
this need in literature and composition classrooms everywhere. Soon afterwards,
Roberts realized that literature classrooms needed both the instruction provided
in Writing about Literature and an anthology to meet the needs of a course based
around that text. This led him to create Literature: An Introduction to Reading
and Writing. This volume contains classroom-tested selections in the areas of
fiction, poetry, and drama, with analysis of each. Additionally, Roberts provides
explanatory material in all relevant subject areas drawn from his years of
experience teaching literature.
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literature. Roberts delivers the best coverage of writing about literature. Complete coverage of writing about
fiction, poetry, and drama and a total of 32 student essays with accompanying commentary ensure student
comprehension of writing about literature, which helps students produce better papers. Edgar Roberts was
inspired to create his first book - Writing about Literature - as a direct result of his experiences in the college
classroom. Professor Roberts noticed that there was a clear correlation between the level of detail he
provided when explaining his class assignments and the quality of work he received from his students: the
more class time he devoted to describing what he wanted, the better the final essays turned out to be. As a
result of this observation, Roberts created his successful text Writing about Literature to fill this need in
literature and composition classrooms everywhere. Soon afterwards, Roberts realized that literature
classrooms needed both the instruction provided in Writing about Literature and an anthology to meet the
needs of a course based around that text. This led him to create Literature: An Introduction to Reading and
Writing. This volume contains classroom-tested selections in the areas of fiction, poetry, and drama, with
analysis of each. Additionally, Roberts provides explanatory material in all relevant subject areas drawn
from his years of experience teaching literature.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

How important is writing in your course?
 
 
When Edgar Roberts taught literature and composition, a large part of his courses involved essay-
writing assignments.  He dedicated a substantial amount of his class time to explaining how students
should prepare their writing assignments. He discovered that the more he described to his students
what he wanted, and the more time he spent explaining things, the better the final essays turned out to
be. There was a direct correlation between the way he made his assignments and the quality of student
work he received. 
 
Professor Roberts started to hand out directions to his students, saving him valuable classroom and
preparation time. Over the years, he tested each assignment in his own classes.  To meet the needs of
the literature and composition course, Professor Roberts seamlessly integrated writing-about-literature
instruction with a comprehensive literature anthology.  The result is the book you hold in your hands. 
 
Literature: An Introduction to Reading and Writing is founded on the principles of writing about
literature.  It is not an afterthought and it is not treated as a separate chapter or appendix; but rather, it
is the carefully integrated philosophy of Professor Roberts’ approach to teaching literature and
composition. 
 

 
 

 

 
Also available in a briefer paperback version.
Literature: An Introduction to Reading and Writing, Compact Third Edition
(c) 2006 1648 pp.
ISBN 0-13-153435-1

 
 
 

About the Author

Edgar V. Roberts (b. 1928)
 
      Edgar V. Roberts is a native of Minneapolis, and he attended the Minneapolis public schools. After a tour
of duty in the U.S. Army, he studied at the U of Minnesota, where  he earned his undergraduate and graduate
degrees. He was a recipient of a Fulbright Scholarship and also a study fellowship from the American
Council of Learned Societies.During his teaching career he taught at Minnesota, the U of Maryland Overseas
Division, Wayne State U, Hunter College,
and Lehman College. In the 1980s he served as Chair of the Lehman English Department, and is now a
Professor Emeritus there. Along with a number of articles on the drama of Henry Fielding, he edited two



eighteenth-century plays: John Gay's The Beggar's Opera (1968) and Fielding's The Grub-Street Opera
(1969).
      Professor Roberts's Literature: An Introduction to Reading and Writing-now going into its eighth edition-
which he wrote and edited jointly with Henry E. Jacobs (dec'd) of the U of Alabama, was first published in
1986. In addition, Professor Roberts is the Prentice Hall author of Writing About Literature (1964), now in
its eleventh edition, along with the brief eleventh edition. In the early 1990s, PBS created their "Introduction
to Literature" television series, using as their accompanying text the third and later editions of Literature: An
Introduction to Reading and Writing.
      Professor Roberts lives in the Edgemont area of Greenburgh, New York. He loves music and singing,
and he regularly attends New York's Metropolitan Opera. For years he has been a devoted and diligent
jogger. One of his major educational principles is that the study of literature, music, and art should be
directed toward the development of analytical thought, which is vital in every aspect of applied and
theoretical knowledge.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Victor Willis:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Literature: An Introduction to Reading and
Writing (8th Edition). All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Dorothy Cropper:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Literature: An Introduction to Reading
and Writing (8th Edition) reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Literature: An
Introduction to Reading and Writing (8th Edition) as good book not just by the cover but also by the content.
This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Margaret Phillips:

Beside this particular Literature: An Introduction to Reading and Writing (8th Edition) in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Literature: An Introduction to Reading and Writing
(8th Edition) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely
get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that?



Find this book along with read it from today!

Gertrude Ponder:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Literature: An Introduction to Reading and
Writing (8th Edition) can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have
thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Literature:
An Introduction to Reading and Writing (8th Edition).
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