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This book, in two volumes, contains an annotated English translation of the
HistÃ³ria da EtiÃ³pia by the Spanish Jesuit missionary priest Pedro PÃ¡ez (or
PÃªro Pais in Portuguese), 1564-1622, who worked in the Portuguese padroado
missions, first in India and then in Ethiopia, long thought to be the kingdom of
the legendary Prester John. His history of Ethiopia was written in Portuguese in
the last ten years of his life and survives in only two manuscripts. The translation,
by Christopher J. Tribe, is based on the new critical edition of the Portuguese text
by Isabel Boavida, Hervé Pennec and Manuel JoÃ£o Ramos, which was
published in Lisbon in 2008. They are also the editors of this English version.
The History of Ethiopia is an essential source for several areas of study - from
the history of the Catholic missions in that country and the relations between the
European religious orders, to the history of art and religions; from the history of
geographical exploration to the ideological contextualization of the Ethiopian
kingdom; from material culture to Abyssinian political and territorial
administration; and from an analysis of local circumstances to changes in human
ecology in the Horn of Africa and the Indian Ocean. It is a repository of
empirical knowledge on the political geography, religion, customs, flora and
fauna of Ethiopia. It combines travel narrative with a historico-ethnographic
monograph, and is a chronicle of the activities of Jesuit missionaries in their
Ethiopian mission. It also reworks a wide variety of documents, including the
first translations into a European language of a number of Ethiopian literary
texts, from royal chronicles to hagiographies. It complements other early
accounts of Ethiopia by Ludovico de Varthema, Francisco Alvares, Castanhoso,
Bermudez, Arnold von Harff, Manoel de Almeida, Bahrey, Alessandro Zorzi,
JerÃ³nimo Lobo and VÃ¡clav Prutky, all published by The Hakluyt Society.
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Editorial Review

Review
'The publication of Pedro Paez's History of Ethiopia makes available a most valuable text for an
understanding of the history of Ethiopia and of European missionary activity there in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries... Once again, the Hakluyt Society has placed students of Ethiopia deeply in its debt.'
Catholic Historical Review 'The Hakluyt Society has organized an outstanding international group of critics-
Isabel Boavida, Herve Pennec, and Manuel Joao Ramos with Christopher J. Tribe's English translation from
Portuguese-to conduct the monumental task of successfully presenting Pedro Paez's History of Ethiopia with
numerous vivid maps and figures, detailed footnotes... Overall, this critical edition by Boavida, Pennec,
Ramos, and Tribe is impeccable and exhaustively thorough. It also respects the finery between nuanced
readings and in-depth close readings... Thanks to this beautifully designed edition of Pedro Paez's History of
Ethiopia, the so-called mystique and allure surrounding early modern Christian Ethiopia will come to life,
opening up a new field of uncharted territory on critical studies about early European contact in sub-Saharan
Africa.' Renaissance Quarterly

About the Author
Isabel Boavida is an executive librarian of the Central African Studies Library at ISCTE - Lisbon University
Institute, and assistant researcher at the institute's African Studies Centre, Portugal; Hervé Pennec is senior
researcher of the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique and member of the Centre d'Ã‰tudes des
Mondes Africains, Paris, France; Manuel JoÃ£o Ramos is associate professor at ISCTE - Lisbon University
Institute, and vice-director of the institute's African Studies Centre, Portugal.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Duckett:

This Pedro Páez's History of Ethiopia, 1622 / Volume II (Hakluyt Society, Third Series) book is not really
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book
will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. That Pedro Páez's History of Ethiopia, 1622 / Volume II
(Hakluyt Society, Third Series) without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Pedro Páez's History of Ethiopia, 1622 / Volume II
(Hakluyt Society, Third Series) can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Pedro Páez's History of
Ethiopia, 1622 / Volume II (Hakluyt Society, Third Series) having great arrangement in word and layout, so
you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Greg Little:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on



roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Pedro Páez's History
of Ethiopia, 1622 / Volume II (Hakluyt Society, Third Series), you could enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What?
Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Diane Sanchez:

Pedro Páez's History of Ethiopia, 1622 / Volume II (Hakluyt Society, Third Series) can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Pedro Páez's History of Ethiopia, 1622 / Volume II (Hakluyt Society, Third Series) although doesn't forget
the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of
it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Cindy Mattis:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified as of
book Pedro Páez's History of Ethiopia, 1622 / Volume II (Hakluyt Society, Third Series). You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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