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A best-selling work of wit from the Booker Prize-winning author, Solar
brilliantly traces the arc of a Nobel Prize-winning physicist’s ambitions and self-
deception.

Dr. Michael Beard' s best work is behind him. Trading on his reputation, he
speaks for enormous fees, lends his name to the letterheads of renowned
scientific institutions, and halfheartedly heads a government-backed initiative
tackling global warming. Meanwhile, Michagl’ s fifth marriage is floundering due
to his incessant womanizing. When his professional and personal worlds collide
in afreak accident, an opportunity presents itself for Michael to extricate himself
from his marital problems, reinvigorate his career, and save the world from
environmental disaster. But can a man who has made amess of hislife clean up
the messes of humanity?
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A best-selling work of wit from the Booker Prize-winning author, Solar brilliantly traces the arc of a Nobel
Prize-winning physicist’s ambitions and self-deception.

Dr. Michael Beard' s best work is behind him. Trading on his reputation, he speaks for enormous fees, lends
his name to the letterheads of renowned scientific institutions, and halfheartedly heads a government-backed
initiative tackling global warming. Meanwhile, Michael’ s fifth marriage is floundering due to his incessant
womanizing. When his professional and personal worlds collide in afreak accident, an opportunity presents
itself for Michael to extricate himself from his marital problems, reinvigorate his career, and save the world
from environmental disaster. But can a man who has made a mess of hislife clean up the messes of
humanity?
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In the afterglow of winning a Nobel Prize, Michael Beard lives adismal life marked by multiple marriages,
figurehead positions, and his own gluttony. However, after his most recent wife leaves him, Beard attempts
to start living life to the fullest. He stumbles into this new life with agreat deal of fanfare and catastrophe:
covering up murder, nearly losing his penisto frostbite, and devising a plan to harness the power of the sun
to save the planet. Roger Allam's English accent and gravelly voice balances a range of characters and
emotions, especially Beard's arrogance and self-righteousness. More importantly, Allam's straightforward
delivery of Beard's zany adventures enhances the humorous quality of McEwan'stext. A Doubleday
hardcover (Reviews, Feb. 1).

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine

Critics expressed decidedly mixed opinions about McEwan's latest work--and perhapsit's no surprise that he
was better-reviewed on his UK home front. While most critics on either side of the pond praised the author's
intelligent plot (especialy his command of science) and ample storytelling gifts, the magjority agreed that
Solar is not his best novel to date. A few commented that the several narrative strands, which take place over
more than a decade, do not cohere; Beard's jaunt to the North Pole, for example is interesting but tangential.
Tired jokes, arushed climax, and Beard's own piggish character felt claustrophobic to others. But most
contentious of all was the satirical, comic tone superimposed on the very serious subject of climate change.
Though Solar isaworthy inquiry into truth, morality, and the future of humanity, some critics could not get
past McEwan's approach.

From Booklist

Customarily, McEwan’s novels spring from a catastrophic incident in someone’slife, either a calamity that
causes physical distress or a psychological trespass that causes emotional instability. For instance, in
Enduring Love (1998), aman plunges to his death from a balloon, and in the aftermath, one witness
continues to menace another witness. On Chesil Beach (2007) centers on an emotionally devastating
wedding night. In his new novel, McEwan outdoes himself in terms of catastrophic occurrences. The
protagonist, physicist Michael Beard, won a Nobel Prize several years ago and has been resting on hislaurels
ever since. A serial cheater, he is now married to his fifth wife, who leads atotally separate life, indicating
her complete disdain for his wandering eye. Hislack of effort in applying himself to either career or fidelity
only increases our dislike of him. Even he says of himself, “No one loved him.” An accidental death in
which he was involved and which he covered up, a politicaly incorrect statement aired before a professional
audience, and his usurpation of the research of a deceased colleague: readers are taxed to even care about
these crises. This draggy novel standsin stark contrast to its many beautiful predecessors, but McEwan is
regarded as amajor contemporary British novelist, so expect demand on that basis. --Brad Hooper

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shane Bodine:

The book Solar can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave the best thing like a book Solar? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one
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aim that book can give many factsfor us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Solar has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Brett Baker:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Solar guide written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who aso read the book.
Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own
persona hunger then you still uncertainty Solar as good book but not only by the cover but also by the
content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening
to adifferent sixth sense.

Méeissa Kim:

This Solar is great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info
accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences insideit. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences
but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Solar in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So, thisreally is good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Elizabeth Daugherty:

With this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you needtodo is
just spending your time little but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of severa books in the top
listing in your reading list is definitely Solar. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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