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Jan van Eyck's Ghent Altarpiece is on any art historian's list of the ten most
important paintings ever made. It is also the most frequently stolen artwork of all
time. Since its completion in 1432, this twelve-panel oil painting has been looted
in three different wars, burned, dismembered, forged, smuggled, censored,
hidden, attacked by iconoclasts, hunted by the Nazis and Napoleon, used as a
diplomatic tool, ransomed, rescued by Austrian double-agents, and stolen a total
of thirteen times. In this fast-paced, real-life thriller, art historian Noah Charney
unravels the fascinating stories of each of these thefts. Charney also explores
psychological dramas that lurk within the history of art crime—and the
ideological, religious, political, and social motivations that have led many men to
covet this one masterpiece above all others.
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Jan van Eyck's Ghent Altarpiece is on any art historian's list of the ten most important paintings ever made. It
is also the most frequently stolen artwork of all time. Since its completion in 1432, this twelve-panel oil
painting has been looted in three different wars, burned, dismembered, forged, smuggled, censored, hidden,
attacked by iconoclasts, hunted by the Nazis and Napoleon, used as a diplomatic tool, ransomed, rescued by
Austrian double-agents, and stolen a total of thirteen times. In this fast-paced, real-life thriller, art historian
Noah Charney unravels the fascinating stories of each of these thefts. Charney also explores psychological
dramas that lurk within the history of art crime—and the ideological, religious, political, and social
motivations that have led many men to covet this one masterpiece above all others.
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Editorial Review

Review

Kirkus, July 15, 2010

“Charney unsnarls the tangled history of Jan van Eyck's 15th-century The Ghent Altarpiece (aka The Mystic
Lamb), 'the most desired and victimized object of all time.' With a novelist's sense of structure and tension,
the author adds an easy familiarity with the techniques of oil painting and with the intertwining vines of art
and political and religious history…. A brisk tale of true-life heroism, villainy, artistry and passion.”

 

Christian Science Monitor, August 30, 2010

"[A]ction-packed…. In scrupulous detail, Charney divulges the secrets of the revered painting's past, and in
doing so, gives readers a history lesson on art crime, a still-prospering black market.”
 
Cleveland Plain Dealer, October 14, 2010

“Well-written and thorough, this book reminds us of the influence and fragility of art, our veniality and
heroism, and the delights found in both the beautiful and the strange.”
 
Maclean's, October 14, 2010

“In Charney's hand, the story of the various heists often reads like a political thriller.”
 
Catholic Herald, December 13, 2010

About the Author

Noah Charney is the author of the international bestselling novel The Art Thief and is the founding director
of The Association for Research into Crimes against Art, an international nonprofit think tank. Currently
professor of art history at the American University of Rome, he lives in Italy with his wife.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robin Curtin:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,



like looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Stealing the Mystic Lamb: The True Story of the World's Most
Coveted Masterpiece. Try to stumble through book Stealing the Mystic Lamb: The True Story of the World's
Most Coveted Masterpiece as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone
and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes
you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Jerry Montgomery:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important normally. The book Stealing the Mystic Lamb: The True Story of the World's Most
Coveted Masterpiece has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Stealing the Mystic Lamb: The True Story of the
World's Most Coveted Masterpiece is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship using the book Stealing the Mystic Lamb: The True Story of the World's Most Coveted
Masterpiece. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Michael Yancey:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific
Stealing the Mystic Lamb: The True Story of the World's Most Coveted Masterpiece book as starter and
daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Brandi Johnson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Stealing the Mystic Lamb: The True
Story of the World's Most Coveted Masterpiece which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.
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