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In the beginning there was noise. Drumming, the world's most ancient
instrumental tradition, re-emerged explosively in the concert music of the
twentieth century as music for percussion, involving drums and many other kinds
of noisemakers. The music that resulted has spanned an expressive and
intellectual gamut: from Cage, Varése, and Cowell came the first ear-splitting
sounds of an American percussion revolution that began in the 1930s; from
Stockhausen, Ferneyhough, and Xenakis we have music whose intellectual
demands are matched by avibrant physicality; Feldman gave us gently unfolding
structures; John Luther Adams finds music within the earth itself. The
Percussionist's Art: Same Bed, Different Dreams examines this music through
the eyes of a performer. The book is a practical philosophy, looking not just at
the big ideas behind these and other pieces, but also at how those ideas find
expression in sound. Foreword written by Paul Griffiths.

Contains a Compact Disc of Steven Schick performing eight musical works that
he discussesin detail in the book. Composers include John Luther Adams, Brian
Ferneyhough, Michael Gordon, David Lang, Edgard Varése, Charles Wuorinen,
and lannis Xenakis.
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In the beginning there was noise. Drumming, the world's most ancient instrumental tradition, re-emerged
explosively in the concert music of the twentieth century as music for percussion, involving drums and many
other kinds of noisemakers. The music that resulted has spanned an expressive and intellectual gamut: from
Cage, Varése, and Cowell came the first ear-splitting sounds of an American percussion revolution that
began in the 1930s; from Stockhausen, Ferneyhough, and Xenakis we have music whose intellectual
demands are matched by avibrant physicality; Feldman gave us gently unfolding structures; John Luther
Adams finds music within the earth itself. The Percussionist's Art: Same Bed, Different Dreams examines
this music through the eyes of a performer. The book isapractical philosophy, looking not just at the big
ideas behind these and other pieces, but also at how those ideas find expression in sound. Foreword written
by Paul Griffiths.

Contains a Compact Disc of Steven Schick performing eight musical works that he discussesin detail in the
book. Composers include John Luther Adams, Brian Ferneyhough, Michael Gordon, David Lang, Edgard
Varéese, Charles Wuorinen, and lannis Xenakis.
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Editorial Review

Review

A thoroughly impressive endeavour by master percussionist Steven Schick, The Percussionist's Art: Same
Bed, Different Dreams is hugely informative and entertaining. Based entirely on Schick's first-hand
experiences as amusician, The Percussionist's Art encompasses great insight into some of the great music
written for solo percussion. A "must read" for every breathing musician, The Percussionist's Art will also
fascinate those curious to know more about the current explosion of interest in the percussion world. --Dr.
Evelyn Glennie, OBE, world-renowned solo percussionist<

Thisisareally well-written, extremely knowledgeable, and thoroughly enjoyable book. . . . Incredible
insights into and analysis of a huge array of important percussion music by one of our finest players. Highly
recommended! --Steve Reich, composer, and author of Writings on Music (1965-2000)

Life-affirming. . . The"Art" in the title is a massive understatement, it should ideally be "The Percussionist's
Philosophy, Psychology, Physiology, Thestricality, Choreography, Memory, Learning Process and Freedom
of Choice" . . . Handsomely presented with copious score excerpts throughout and a CD of Schick's
performances of seven of the pieces examined. --Paul Sarcich, Music and Vision

About the Author

Steven Schick isthe world's leading exponent of solo percussion music involving multiple instruments. He
has commissioned more than one hundred pieces from renowned composers including David Lang, Brian
Ferneyhough, and Roger Reynolds. He was a founding member of the Bang on a Can All-Stars (1992-2002)
and Artistic Director of the Centre International de Percussion de Geneve (Switzerland, 2002-4). He teaches
at the University of California, San Diego, where he directs the percussion group "red fish blue fish."

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Collis:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Percussionist's Art: Same Bed, Different Dreams
(Eastman Studiesin Music) will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
suitable book with you?

Marie Heidelberg:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, yathink reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book



everywhere? It aright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The
Percussionist's Art: Same Bed, Different Dreams (Eastman Studies in Music) which is finding the e-book
version. So, why not try out this book? Let's view.

Colleen Holden:

Isit you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Percussionist's Art: Same Bed, Different
Dreams (Eastman Studiesin Music) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are and so
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new erais common not a nerd activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?

Robert Berman:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern eralike currently, many waysto get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the The Percussionist's Art: Same Bed, Different Dreams (Eastman Studiesin
Music) when you needed it?
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