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From the best-selling author of The Dovekeepers, The River King confirms
Alice Hoffman as "one of our quirkiest and most interesting novelists" (Jane
Smiley, USA Today).
People tend to stay in their place in the town of Haddan. The students at the
prestigious prep school don't mix with locals; even within the school, hierarchy
rules, as freshman and faculty members find out where they fit in and what is
expected of them. But when a body is found in the river behind the school, a
local policeman will walk into this enclosed world and upset it entirely. A story
of surface appearances and the truths submerged below. 
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
There are two things any reader can count on when coming to Alice Hoffman: her prose and a remarkable
empathy for those who live on the fringes of society. In her 13th novel, the author turns both to good
account. Set in a tony private school located in a small New England town, The River King traces an intricate
weave of intersecting lives over the course of a year. The Haddan School, founded in 1858, has long been the
scene of tragedy and wonder: during its first year a tremendous storm flooded the grounds, and more than a
century later "frogs can be found in the plumbing; linens and clothes stored in closets have a distinctly weedy
odor, as if each article had been washed in river water and never thoroughly dried." Then there are the
glorious roses planted by Annie Howe, a villager who married the headmaster and later hanged herself; these
flowers have an unusual effect on sensitive girls. "When such girls walked past the brittle canes in the
gardens behind St. Anne's, they felt something cold at the base of their spines, a bad case of pins and needles,
as though someone were issuing a warning: be careful who you choose to love and who loves you in return."

A cogent warning indeed, for as in all of Hoffman's novels, the question of whom one chooses to love and
who loves in return is the crux of the matter. The River King revolves around triangles. First there is Betsy
Chase, a young photography teacher at the Haddan School who has gotten herself engaged--almost
accidentally--to a fellow faculty member, even as she is inexorably drawn to Abel Grey, a town policeman.
Then there are Carlin Leander, a scholarship student, and her best friend, Gus Pierce. While Carlin is able to
fit in, even attracting the interest of the most popular boy on campus, Gus is a defiant outcast, a tall skinny
kid in a long black overcoat "who viewed his own life as a prison sentence and experienced his existence
much as a condemned man might." Carlin's romance with the charismatic, cruel Harry McKenna creates a
rupture between her and Gus, and fuels a mean-spirited practical joke with horrific consequences. In the
aftermath of tragedy, each character's heart, conscience, and courage is tested in unexpected ways.

Hoffman spins her web of love and heartbreak and transcendence with a sure hand, and in the process creates
characters so palpably human in all their petty flaws and small instances of heroism that one almost expects
them to step out of the book and into the room. Indeed, if there is a flaw in The River King, it is that Alice
Hoffman doesn't always trust the magic inherent in her characters, relying a little too heavily at times on
somewhat precious invocations of the otherworldly. But this is a minor defect in an otherwise satisfying
novel, one that will keep the reader spellbound by its emotional complexity and compelling story. --Alix
Wilber

From Publishers Weekly
Set in and around an exclusive private school in fictional Haddan, Mass., bestselling author Hoffman's
(Practical Magic; Here on Earth) latest novel flows as swiftly and limpidly as the Haddan River, the town's
mystical waterway. As one expects in a Hoffman novel, strange things have always happened in HaddanDa
combination of Mother Nature gone awry and human nature following suit. In 1858, the year the school was
completed, a devastating flood almost destroyed it and the town. The esteemed headmaster, Dr. Howe,
married a pretty local girl who hung herself from the rafters "one mild evening in March." Local
superstitions prove true more often than not, and twice in recent history a black, algae-laden rain has covered
people and buildings with a dark sludge. An uneasy peace has always existed between the locals and the
Haddan School, based on the latter's financial benefit to the community and the local authorities' willingness
to look the other way when necessary to maintain the school's reputation. But when student August Pierce is
found drowned in the Haddan River, detective Abel Grey is flooded with memories of his own teenage
brother's suicide, and refuses to look away. Supporting characters are richly textured: new photography



instructor Betsy Chase feels unsafe in Haddan, yet somehow finds herself engaged to a mysterious young
history professor Eric Herman; Carlin Leander, a poor, strikingly beautiful young girl, comes to Haddan to
recreate herself and escape her neglectful mother, and becomes misfit August's only friend while dating the
most popular boy on campus; Helen Davis, chair of the history department, is haunted by a long-ago affair
she had with Dr. Howe, which she believes had something to do with his young wife's suicide. As ever,
Hoffman mixes myth, magic and reality, addressing issues of town and gown, enchanting her readers with a
many-layered morality tale and proving herself once again an inventive author with a distinctive touch.
Literary Guild main selection, Doubleday Book Club featured alternate; foreign rights sold in the U.K.,
Germany, Norway, Denmark; major ad/promo; 14-city author tour.
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-Haddan School is an elite prep school located in a small town in Massachusetts. One of its dorms is
haunted by the ghost of Annie Howe, who killed herself after discovering that her husband, a past
headmaster, was an adulterer. Many years pass before two new students, Carlin Leander and August Pierce,
both socially and intellectually independent from the school's cliques, meet and fall in love. The other
students plot revenge: August is too much the individual and Carlin too good for him. Pierce is murdered and
it takes all of police officer Abel Gray's talent and persistence to bring justice. He is helped by the
photography teacher, Betsy Chase, and he falls in love with her. Their courtship becomes another part of this
complicated plot. Hoffman's characters have strongly defined personali-ties, and their relationships are
complex, built upon multiple events from each individual's past and present. August is a gangly, thin young
man attempting to find his true self and endure the taunts of others. His spirit becomes so strong that even as
a ghost he shows up in Betsy's photographs. Hoffman's writing evokes gloriously poetic images and stirs
emotional responses as she wields her style of magical realism, and the story captures the magic in living and
the power of love. Young adults familiar with Hoffman's other books will enjoy this as will fans of Gabriel
Garc'a M rquez and Laura Esquivel's work.
Pam Johnson, Fairfax County Public Library, VA
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel England:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This The River King book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word
style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with The River King content
conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking The River King is not loveable to
be your top list reading book?

Georgia Cunningham:

This book untitled The River King to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because
when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the
book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you



personally to past this publication from your list.

Lena Robertson:

Precisely why? Because this The River King is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for
you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it
was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects
than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still
want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Virginia Laird:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled The River King your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The The
River King giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
information for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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