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Umm Kulthum, the "voice of Egypt," was the most celebrated musical performer
of the century in the Arab world. More than twenty years after her death, her
devoted audience, drawn from all strata of Arab society, still numbers in the
millions. Thanks to her skillful and pioneering use of mass media, her songs still
permeate the international airwaves. In the first English-language biography of
Umm Kulthum, Virginia Danielson chronicles the life of a major musical figure
and the confluence of artistry, society, and creativity that characterized her
remarkable career.

Danielson examines the careful construction of Umm Kulthum's phenomenal
popularity and success in a society that discouraged women from public
performance. From childhood, her mentors honed her exceptional abilities to
accord with Arab and Muslim practice, and as her stature grew, she remained
attentive to her audience and the public reception of her work. Ultimately, she
created from local precendents and traditions her own unique idiom and
developed original song styles from both populist and neo-classical inspirations.
These were enthusiastically received, heralded as crowning examples of a new,
yet authentically Arab-Egyptian, culture. Danielson shows how Umm Kulthum's
music and public personality helped form popular culture and contributed to the
broader artistic, societal, and political forces that surrounded her.

This richly descriptive account joins biography with social theory to explore the
impact of the individual virtuoso on both music and society at large while telling
the compelling story of one of the most famous musicians of all time.

"She is born again every morning in the heart of 120 million beings. In the East a
day without Umm Kulthum would have no color."—Omar Sharif
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Umm Kulthum, the "voice of Egypt," was the most celebrated musical performer of the century in the Arab
world. More than twenty years after her death, her devoted audience, drawn from all strata of Arab society,
still numbers in the millions. Thanks to her skillful and pioneering use of mass media, her songs still
permeate the international airwaves. In the first English-language biography of Umm Kulthum, Virginia
Danielson chronicles the life of a major musical figure and the confluence of artistry, society, and creativity
that characterized her remarkable career.

Danielson examines the careful construction of Umm Kulthum's phenomenal popularity and success in a
society that discouraged women from public performance. From childhood, her mentors honed her
exceptional abilities to accord with Arab and Muslim practice, and as her stature grew, she remained
attentive to her audience and the public reception of her work. Ultimately, she created from local precendents
and traditions her own unique idiom and developed original song styles from both populist and neo-classical
inspirations. These were enthusiastically received, heralded as crowning examples of a new, yet authentically
Arab-Egyptian, culture. Danielson shows how Umm Kulthum's music and public personality helped form
popular culture and contributed to the broader artistic, societal, and political forces that surrounded her.

This richly descriptive account joins biography with social theory to explore the impact of the individual
virtuoso on both music and society at large while telling the compelling story of one of the most famous
musicians of all time.

"She is born again every morning in the heart of 120 million beings. In the East a day without Umm
Kulthum would have no color."—Omar Sharif
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This scholarly analysis of the phenomenon of Egypt's Umm Kulthum, a renowned singer and one of the most
famous women in "world music," is an accessible combination of biography, sociology, and musicology.
With over 40 years of weekly radio broadcasts and a still-thriving presence on recordings, Kulthum was a
major force in Egypt and throughout the Arab world. Keeper of the Isham Memorial Library at Harvard
University, Danielson examines the traditional religious musical culture into which Kulthum was born and
the popular, cosmopolitan musical culture she affected, consciously and deeply, until her death in 1975.
Quotations from interviews, contemporary reviews, and some of Umm Kulthum's own published statements
reveal a strong-minded, savvy, talented woman with a prima donna's sense of her public. Recommended for
large music libraries.?Bonnie Jo Dopp, Univ. of Maryland Lib., College Park
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carroll Torres:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this "The Voice of Egypt": Umm Kulthum, Arabic Song, and Egyptian
Society in the Twentieth Century (Chicago Studies in Ethnomusicology).

Louise Schmidt:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of
activity are there when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is actually "The Voice of Egypt": Umm Kulthum, Arabic Song, and Egyptian Society in
the Twentieth Century (Chicago Studies in Ethnomusicology).

Joni Harris:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled "The Voice of Egypt": Umm Kulthum, Arabic Song, and Egyptian Society in the Twentieth Century
(Chicago Studies in Ethnomusicology) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most



aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written
in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The
"The Voice of Egypt": Umm Kulthum, Arabic Song, and Egyptian Society in the Twentieth Century
(Chicago Studies in Ethnomusicology) giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but
also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Robert Garcia:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just telling lies
on the bed? Do you need something new? This "The Voice of Egypt": Umm Kulthum, Arabic Song, and
Egyptian Society in the Twentieth Century (Chicago Studies in Ethnomusicology) can be the response, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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