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George Soros has done more for open societies than any other private citizen in
the world. In Underwriting Democracy he describes his experiences helping to
bring about democratic change in Eastern Europe—experiences that are
especially relevant now that our country has begun to intervene (though in an
entirely different way than Soros) to create functioning democracies. Throughout
the 1980s George Soros worked to identify and fund the growing political
movements that caused the downfall of Eastern Europe's Communist
governments. He established foundations, first in his native Hungary, and then in
eight other countries, and used them to finance everything from the installation of
previously forbidden copying machines in public libraries to the creation of
experimental schools, clubs, and workshops for the support of dissidents. This
unprecedented, and brilliant, financial and logistical support helped to bring
down the communist regimes in peaceful revolutions across the continent. These
are thrilling stories about facing down—and getting past—the Communist party
powers in order to change these nations from the inside out.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
During the 18th and 19th centuries, travelers visited Russia to explore that vast, unknown state; they also
brought ideas and schemes for building a modern state. Perestroika has attracted a similar breed who bring
money to make money, or who bring money to finance ideas to make money. Soros, a self-proclaimed
"confirmed egoist" with "potent messianic fantasies," is one of these. In this book, he describes his "work
directed at opening up closed societies." Soros says any hope of saving the Soviet Union is "irretrievably
lost," but that a new equilibrium will soon emerge. His goal is to personally help guide Communist states
through a gentle transition to sophisticated, open societies. Soros the messiah needs more humility and less
ego to secure the goal he aims for. An optional purchase for general collections.
- John Yurechko, George town Univ., Washington, D.C.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
The stream of anti-Bush books has turned into a torrent...Soros' contribution is almost stunning in
itssimplicity.

Soros, who has made headlines for donating millions of dollars to stopthe reelection of George Bush, is a
man who puts his money where hismouth is. With the publication of this book, he may find that hiswords are
also a potent weapon for realizing his goal. The founder ofa fund-management group, Soros uses the
metaphor of the economicbubble to show that the Bush administration's foreign policy is basedon
assumptions that are not only incorrect and deceptive but also willeventually burst. Step-by-step, he exposes
a foreign policy that hebelieves contradicts American principles and has no hope of obtainingits goals of
supremacy. He pulls no punches: "I contend that the Bushadministration has deliberately exploited
September 11 in order topursue policies that the American public would not have otherwisetolerated." Soros
offers historical perspective, social theory, andhis own keen observational skills to make his points. This may
be theone anti-Bush book that reaches an audience beyond the Democratic amencorner.Ilene Cooper
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

From Kirkus Reviews
Here, Hungarian refugee-turned-millionaire Soros narrates his role in setting up foundations that helped
topple Communism, and offers his views on curing the economic chaos new ensuing in the USSR and
elsewhere. Ten years ago, having grown wealthy speculating in American markets, Soros started setting up
foundations in Communist countries, gambling that he could help bring about ``open societies'' in these
closed regimes. The author, who describes himself as a ``stateless statesman'' with the ``image of a man who
gets things done,'' had to fight initial suspicions of CIA backing as he nimbly outnegotiated Eastern bloc
leaders to keep his foundations independent of government control. He then funded alternative businesses,
services, and forums, showing himself more a fox than a ``rich American uncle'' ripe for plucking. Soros sees
Communism as fatally flawed and beyond reform since under it ``investments are hopelessly inefficient
because capital has no value.'' From this perspective, he has spearheaded attempts to save the Soviet
economy from disintegration, most notably the unsuccessful struggle to adopt the Shatalin Plan in the USSR,
which would have transferred economic powers to the republics and then delegated them back to a council
under the president's authority, thus neatly eclipsing the present central bureaucracy. Soros argues that early
Western aid to the USSR would have prevented an unfolding economic tragedy. He concludes with an
intriguing new theory of history that incorporates insights from chaos theory and likens revolutions to

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


boom/bust cycles in financial markets. Fascinating but a bit dense with theory. -- Copyright ©1991, Kirkus
Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Beckman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Underwriting Democracy: Encouraging Free Enterpirse And
Democratic Reform Among the Soviets and in Eastern Europe. Try to make book Underwriting Democracy:
Encouraging Free Enterpirse And Democratic Reform Among the Soviets and in Eastern Europe as your
buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Guadalupe Baxter:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Underwriting Democracy: Encouraging Free
Enterpirse And Democratic Reform Among the Soviets and in Eastern Europe can be excellent book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

Johnny Allen:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Underwriting Democracy: Encouraging Free Enterpirse And
Democratic Reform Among the Soviets and in Eastern Europe this reserve consist a lot of the information of
the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Jeff Jones:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that



concern was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Different categories of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Underwriting Democracy: Encouraging Free
Enterpirse And Democratic Reform Among the Soviets and in Eastern Europe.
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