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Workers Leaving the Studio catalogs the exhibition “Workers leaving the studio.
Looking away from socialist realism,” curated by Mihnea Mircan in the National
Gallery of Arts in Tirana, Albania in 2015. According to Mircan, “The […]
exhibition reflects on another projection machine, whose history and
consequences, unlike cinema, are circumscribed by national boundaries, specific
histories, and ideological configurations. The regime of production and
representation of socialist realism radicalizes the violence that the creation of a
new image does to its subject: it intensifies the fraught relation between
refashioned representation and that which is represented. Its insistence on a
particular, projective notion of reality is commensurate with the coercion of daily
— cultural, social, emotional — life into a grid whose perspective lines and
vanishing points carry heavy ideological charges. It enforces what it represents
onto that which it represents, so that representation would replace reality.” Apart
from a full documentation of the exhibition by photographer Marco Mazzi, the
catalogue also features theoretical and art-historical contributions, both in
English and in Albanian, on socialist realist art as developed in Albania under the
communist regime, as well as texts highlighting contemporary attempts to
display political realities through progressive artistic practices. Artists include:
Santiago Sierra, Jonas Staal, Ciprian Muresan, Irwin, Sarah Vanagt, and
Armando Lulaj, with scholarly contributions by — Artan Shabani, “Parathenie”
// Mihnea Mircan, “Curatorial Note” // Raino Isto, “Sali Shijaku’s Zeri i Mases
and the Metaphysics of Representation in Albanian Socialist Realist Painting” //
Jonas Staal, “Stateless Democracy” // Suzana Varvarica Kuka, “Nje kohe e
shkuar ne themel te kohes sone” // Inke Arns, “The Nigerian Connection: On
NSK Passports as Escape and Entry Vehicles” // Sarah Vanagt & Tobias Hering,
“Disturbed Earth” // Alban Hajdinaj, “Ilustrimi i instruksioneve ose Gjigandi dhe
Shkurtabiqi” // Vincent W.J. van Gerven Oei, “The Production of Hronir:
Albanian Socialist Realism and After”
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Vincent W.J. van Gerven Oei studied composition, linguistics, conceptual art, and philosophy in the
Netherlands, USA, and Switzerland. He studies under Christopher Fynsk at the Centre for Modern Thought
at the University of Aberdeen and is Visiting Fellow at Tembusu College, National University of Singapore.
The monograph Five Legal Interventions and the three-volume monumental survey Lapidari (punctum
books, forthcoming) are currently in preparation. He has translated the work of Jean Daive, Alessandro De
Francesco, Hervé Guibert, Dick Raaijmakers, Avital Ronell, and Nachoem Wijnberg, among others, and his
writings have appeared in journals such as continent., Frakcija, nY, Parmentier, postmedieval, and Theory &
Event. Van Gerven Oei is director of the Department of Eagles foundation in Tirana and runs multilingual
publishing house Uitgeverij. He is also one of the founding editors of the journal Dotawo: A Journal of
Nubian Studies. Van Gerven Oei lives and works in Tirana, Albania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathleen King:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Workers Leaving the Studio.: Looking
Away from Socialist Realism. is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Betty Richey:

The reason why? Because this Workers Leaving the Studio.: Looking Away from Socialist Realism. is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Mildred Kelly:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that



need more time to be read. Workers Leaving the Studio.: Looking Away from Socialist Realism. can be your
answer as it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Ettie Hardcastle:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we
can know everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This book Workers Leaving the Studio.: Looking Away from Socialist
Realism. was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about
a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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