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This unique publication outlines the development of legal theory from pre-
Roman times through the twentieth century. It relates the evolution of legal
theory to parallel developments in political theory and history. This work also
discusses the relevant contemporary events in politics, economics, and religion.
Each chapter begins with a synopsis of related historical background for the
period, going on to discuss how these events are related to political and legal
theory as well as how they become an influence on one another. Avoiding the
conventional approach of "traditions" or "schools" of thought, this work aims to
anchor legal theory to contemporary general history.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Kelly brings to these subjects not only a wide and deep scholarship but also the breadth of an extraordinary
political and literary career....Especially valuable is his discussion of the jurisprudence of ancient Greece and
Rome....Kelly's discussion of contemporary jurisprudential debates is also noteworthy. He gives a brilliant
analysis of H.L.A. Hart's critique of previous versions of legal positivism and of the critical responses which
Hart's work has provoked from Ronald Dworkin and others."--American Journal of Legal History

"A triumphant final work, one that fairly illustrates the breadth of Kelly's learning and the sharpness of his
wit. This is a history of Western legal theory meant for the student and teacher alike, and its crispness of
style and clarity of thought make it uniquely suitable for both audiences....This is a magisterial book, full of
wisdom and compassion."--Choice

"Masterful in brevity but comprehensive in breadth....Kelly's style and easy wisdom--drawn from history and
literature, philosophy, the classics, the law, and buttressed by a facility with diverse modern and ancient
languages--effectively disarm a skeptical reviewer. That this is the work of a wise and thoughtful person is
evident from the earliest pages."--Law and History Review, Vol. 12, No. 1, Spring 1994

About the Author
John M. Kelly, who died in January 1991, was a Fellow of Trinity College Oxford (1961-65) and Professor
of Roman Law and Jurisprudence at University College Dublin (1965-91). He became a Senator in 1969 and
served as a Deputy from 1973 to 89. He held several posts in the Irish government, including that of
Attorney-General.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rose Waldman:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this A Short History of Western Legal Theory.



Tony Hill:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the A Short History of Western Legal
Theory is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Janice Hayes:

This book untitled A Short History of Western Legal Theory to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to
buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Regina Dye:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book A Short History of Western Legal
Theory to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book
and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the
reserve A Short History of Western Legal Theory can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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