Cantonese: A Comprehensive Grammar
(Routledge Comprehensive Grammars)

; By Stephen Matthews, Virginia Yip
Cantonese Download now
A Comprehensive Grammar |
S Read Online ©

Cantonese: A Comprehensive Grammar (Routledge Comprehensive
Grammars) By Stephen Matthews, VirginiaYip

Cantonese: A Comprehensive Grammar is a complete reference guide to
Cantonese as spoken by native speakersin Hong Kong. It presents a fresh and
accessible description of the language, concentrating on the real patterns of usein
current Cantonese. This makesit the ideal reference source for all learners and
users of Cantonese, irrespective of level, in schools, colleges, universities and
adult classes of all types. Moreover, it will provide alasting and reliable resource
for al fluent speakers of the language.

The book is organized to promote a thorough understanding of Cantonese
grammar. Arranged by both syntactic categories and language functions, the
Grammar provides an in-depth treatment of structures and pays specia attention
to idiom and speech registers, including trendy language.

Explanations are full, clear and free of jargon. A glossary, extensive index and
generous use of cross-references provide readers with easy access to the
information they require.

Features include;

- comprehensive pronunciation section

- full use of examples from films, advertising and authentic conversations
- Cantonese-English paralels highlighted throughout the book

- al examples given in Cantonese characters as well as Y ale romanization
- aCompanion Website with supplementary multimedia material.

Stephen M atthews is Associate Professor in Linguistics at the University of
Hong Kong and Virginia Yip is Professor in the Department of Linguistics and
Modern Languages at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. They are Directors
of the Childhood Bilingualism Research Centre and have previously co-authored:
Basic Cantonese: A Grammar and Workbook (Routledge, 1999) and
Intermediate Cantonese: A Grammar and Workbook (Routledge, 2000).
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Cantonese: A Comprehensive Grammar is a compl ete reference guide to Cantonese as spoken by native
speakersin Hong Kong. It presents a fresh and accessible description of the language, concentrating on the
real patterns of usein current Cantonese. This makes it the ideal reference source for all learners and users of
Cantonese, irrespective of level, in schools, colleges, universities and adult classes of all types. Moreover, it
will provide alasting and reliable resource for al fluent speakers of the language.

The book is organized to promote a thorough understanding of Cantonese grammar. Arranged by both
syntactic categories and language functions, the Grammar provides an in-depth treatment of structures and
pays special attention to idiom and speech registers, including trendy language.

Explanations are full, clear and free of jargon. A glossary, extensive index and generous use of cross-
references provide readers with easy access to the information they require.

Features include;

- comprehensive pronunciation section

- full use of examples from films, advertising and authentic conversations
- Cantonese-English parallels highlighted throughout the book

- al examples given in Cantonese characters as well as Y a e romanization
- aCompanion Website with supplementary multimedia material.

Stephen M atthews is Associate Professor in Linguistics at the University of Hong Kong and Virginia Yip
is Professor in the Department of Linguistics and Modern Languages at the Chinese University of Hong
Kong. They are Directors of the Childhood Bilingualism Research Centre and have previoudly co-authored:
Basic Cantonese: A Grammar and Workbook (Routledge, 1999) and Intermediate Cantonese: A Grammar
and Workbook (Routledge, 2000).
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Editorial Review
Review
Reviews of the first edition:

'It is fortunate that the long-felt need for a Cantonese grammar should have been so competently met at the
first attempt. Thisis an excellent book, down to earth, up-to-date, full of insights, replete with well-selected
and illuminating examples, and written with minimal reliance on jargon, so that it is accessible to all who are
interested in Cantonese.’ - Professor Hugh Baker, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies

'‘Cantonese: A Comprehensive Grammar represents the latest effort in writing adialectal grammar, a
grammar that aimsto serve language students, teachers, and linguists alike with both challenge and
elegance.’ - Professor Samuel H.N. Cheung, International Review of Chinese Linguistics

'A cover-to-cover reading leaves the impression that Matthews and Yip's work is undoubtably the reference
grammar of Cantonese that we have been waiting for.' - Professor Alain Peyraube, International Review of
Chinese Linguistics

'Matthews and Y ip make a formidable team in putting together what is, in essence, the first full-length
treatment in English to date of the grammar of modern spoken Cantonese.’ - Professor Marjorie Chan,
Journal of the Chinese Language Teachers Association

"The lack of a comprehensive reference grammar of Cantonese has long been a curious and embarrassing
situation. Matthews and Yip's work therefore constitutes alandmark in Chinese linguistics.' - Professor
Jeroen Wiedenhof, Glot I nternational

'Matthews and Y ip have indeed written a comprehensive grammar, which addresses the needs of Western
learners of Cantonese and of general linguistsin athorough and detailed way... the authors have given the
Cantonese language a long overdue, rightful place and a proper prominence within the descriptions of
Chinese.' - Professor Gisela Bruche-Schulz, Cahiers de Linguistique Asie Orientale

About the Author
The University of Hong Kong The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Andrew Evans;

The reserve untitled Cantonese: A Comprehensive Grammar (Routledge Comprehensive Grammars) is the
book that recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you.
The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did alot
of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Cantonese: A Comprehensive Grammar (Routledge Comprehensive



Grammars) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy freetime.

Michael Walsh:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest oneis novel. Now, why not striving Cantonese: A Comprehensive
Grammar (Routledge Comprehensive Grammars) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So, for al of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Cantonese: A Comprehensive Grammar (Routledge
Comprehensive Grammars) become your own starter.

Kenneth Clark:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Cantonese: A Comprehensive Grammar
(Routledge Comprehensive Grammars) e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt
Cantonese: A Comprehensive Grammar (Routledge Comprehensive Grammars) as good book but not only
by the cover but also through the content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't judge book by its deal

with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense aready said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Tammie Turman;

This Cantonese: A Comprehensive Grammar (Routledge Comprehensive Grammars) is fresh way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper
you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this
Cantonese: A Comprehensive Grammar (Routledge Comprehensive Grammars) can be the light food in your
case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book application form. People
who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy thisreserveisthe answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a publication especialy thisone. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for you actually. So , don't missthat! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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