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This collection of essays addresses the meaning and practice of political
citizenship in China over the past century, raising the question of whether reform
initiatives in citizenship imply movement toward increased democratization.

After slow but steady moves toward a new conception of citizenship before 1949,
there was a nearly complete reversal during the Mao regime, with a gradual
reemergence beginning in the Deng era of concerns with the political rights as
well as the duties of citizens. The distinguished contributors to this volume
address how citizenship has been understood in China from the late imperial era
to the present day, the processes by which citizenship has been fostered or
undermined, the influence of the government, the different development of
citizenship in mainland China and Taiwan, and the prospects of strengthening
citizens' rights in contemporary China.

Valuable for its century-long perspective and for placing the historical patterns of
Chinese citizenship within the context of European and American experiences,
Changing Meanings of Citizenship in Modern China investigates a critical issue
for contemporary Chinese society.
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This collection of essays addresses the meaning and practice of political citizenship in China over the past
century, raising the question of whether reform initiatives in citizenship imply movement toward increased
democratization.

After slow but steady moves toward a new conception of citizenship before 1949, there was a nearly
complete reversal during the Mao regime, with a gradual reemergence beginning in the Deng era of concerns
with the political rights as well as the duties of citizens. The distinguished contributors to this volume
address how citizenship has been understood in China from the late imperial era to the present day, the
processes by which citizenship has been fostered or undermined, the influence of the government, the
different development of citizenship in mainland China and Taiwan, and the prospects of strengthening
citizens' rights in contemporary China.

Valuable for its century-long perspective and for placing the historical patterns of Chinese citizenship within
the context of European and American experiences, Changing Meanings of Citizenship in Modern China
investigates a critical issue for contemporary Chinese society.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Edited by two eminent scholars of Chinese history and politics who reside at the John King Fairbank Center
for Chinese Studies at Harvard University, this collection of essays by scholars in the field reveals the
complexity of the nature and development of citizenship in China, from the republican and imperial China of
the past to the Communist People's Republic of China (PRC) of the present. Frequently utilizing T.H.
Marshall's landmark analysis of the British experience with citizenship and comparing it with the Chinese
experience, the contributors promote the theme that the Chinese social structure supports citizenship in terms
of collective responsibility and community membership and does not support freedom of individual
expression. The most interesting essays address citizenship as it relates to women, ethnic minorities, business
entrepreneurs, laborers, peasants, "renegade" Taiwan, and the PRC's existing legal system, constitution, and
legislative body (the National People's Congress). The groundwork for this book was laid by Carol Lee
Hamrin and Timothy Cheek's China's Establishment Intellectuals (1986), with which many of the
contributors are obviously familiar. It is intended for a scholarly audience. But it would also be most useful
in public libraries whose patrons include members of civic-minded groups such as the League of Women
Voters and politically aware individuals who, in political scientist Robert Putnam's terms, "bowl alone."
Peggy Spitzer Christoff, Library of Congress
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
Merle Goldman is Professor of History, Emerita, at Boston University and Associate of the John K. Fairbank
Center for East Asian Research, Harvard University.

Elizabeth J. Perry is Henry Rosovsky Professor of Government at Harvard University and Director of the
Harvard-Yenching Institute.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mike Yerkes:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Changing Meanings of Citizenship in Modern China
(Harvard Contemporary China Series).

Jeanne Crank:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If



you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that
question because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Changing Meanings of
Citizenship in Modern China (Harvard Contemporary China Series) to read.

Ross Larson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a publication. The book Changing Meanings of Citizenship in Modern China (Harvard
Contemporary China Series) it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this
book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this
book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The
price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Hazel Makowski:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as
of book Changing Meanings of Citizenship in Modern China (Harvard Contemporary China Series). You'll
be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one destination to other place.
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