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There is growing evidence from the science of human behavior that our
everyday, folk understanding of ourselves as conscious, rational, responsible
agents may be radically mistaken. The science, some argue, recommends a view
of conscious agency as merely epiphenomenal: an impotent accompaniment to
the whirring unconscious machinery (the inner zombie) that prepares, decides
and causes our behavior. The new essays in this volume display and explore this
radical claim, revisiting the folk concept of the responsible agent after
abandoning the image of a central executive, and "decomposing" the notion of
the conscious will into multiple interlocking aspects and functions.

Part 1 of this volume provides an overview of the scientific research that has
been taken to support "the zombie challenge." In part 2, contributors explore the
phenomenology of agency and what it is like to be the author of one's own
actions. Part 3 then explores different strategies for using the science and
phenomenology of human agency to respond to the zombie challenge.

Questions explored include: what distinguishes automatic behavior and voluntary
action? What, if anything, does consciousness contribute to the voluntary control
of behavior? What does the science of human behavior really tell us about the
nature of self-control?
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There is growing evidence from the science of human behavior that our everyday, folk understanding of
ourselves as conscious, rational, responsible agents may be radically mistaken. The science, some argue,
recommends a view of conscious agency as merely epiphenomenal: an impotent accompaniment to the
whirring unconscious machinery (the inner zombie) that prepares, decides and causes our behavior. The new
essays in this volume display and explore this radical claim, revisiting the folk concept of the responsible
agent after abandoning the image of a central executive, and "decomposing" the notion of the conscious will
into multiple interlocking aspects and functions.

Part 1 of this volume provides an overview of the scientific research that has been taken to support "the
zombie challenge." In part 2, contributors explore the phenomenology of agency and what it is like to be the
author of one's own actions. Part 3 then explores different strategies for using the science and
phenomenology of human agency to respond to the zombie challenge.

Questions explored include: what distinguishes automatic behavior and voluntary action? What, if anything,
does consciousness contribute to the voluntary control of behavior? What does the science of human
behavior really tell us about the nature of self-control?
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Editorial Review

Review

"Overall, this is a well-rounded and balanced selection, which offers much needed cross-discipline debate."--
Marcela Herdova, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

About the Author

Andy Clark is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Edinburgh.

Julian Kiverstein is Postdoctoral Researcher in Philosophy at University of the Edinburgh.

Tillmann Vierkant is Lecturer of Philosophy at the University of Edinburgh.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John White:

Exactly why? Because this Decomposing the Will (Philosophy of Mind) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes
the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Michael Rodiguez:

The book untitled Decomposing the Will (Philosophy of Mind) contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so
do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author
provides you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.



Betty McClanahan:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top record in
your reading list is usually Decomposing the Will (Philosophy of Mind). This book that is certainly qualified
as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this
e-book you can get many advantages.

Scott Reisinger:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Decomposing the Will (Philosophy of Mind) when you required it?
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