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Throughout his long and turbulent career as a political leader, first in South
Africa and then in India, Gandhi sought to fulfil his religious aspirations through
politics and to reconcile politics with personal religious conviction. But Gandhi’s
religion was wildly divergent from anything to have taken root in his native
India. Foremost among his private tenets was the belief that he was a world
saviour, long prophesied and potentially divine.

Penetrating and provocative, Kathryn Tidrick’s book draws on neglected material
to explore the paradoxes within Gandhi’s life and personality. She reveals a man
whose spiritual ideas originated not in India, but in the drawing rooms of late-
Victorian England, and which included some very eccentric and damaging
notions about sex. The resulting portrait is complex, convincing and, to anyone
interested in the legacy of colonialism, more enlightening than any previously
published. 

The Gandhi revealed here is not the secular saint of popular renown, but a
difficult and self-obsessed man driven by a messianic sense of personal destiny. 
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Throughout his long and turbulent career as a political leader, first in South Africa and then in India, Gandhi
sought to fulfil his religious aspirations through politics and to reconcile politics with personal religious
conviction. But Gandhi’s religion was wildly divergent from anything to have taken root in his native India.
Foremost among his private tenets was the belief that he was a world saviour, long prophesied and
potentially divine.

Penetrating and provocative, Kathryn Tidrick’s book draws on neglected material to explore the paradoxes
within Gandhi’s life and personality. She reveals a man whose spiritual ideas originated not in India, but in
the drawing rooms of late-Victorian England, and which included some very eccentric and damaging notions
about sex. The resulting portrait is complex, convincing and, to anyone interested in the legacy of
colonialism, more enlightening than any previously published. 

The Gandhi revealed here is not the secular saint of popular renown, but a difficult and self-obsessed man
driven by a messianic sense of personal destiny. 
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Editorial Review

Review
 A NEW STATESMAN BOOK OF THE YEAR

"A fine and engaging biography ... His ideas remain very relevant in understanding the problems that plague
the contemporary world."—Amartya Sen, Nobel Prize winner

"Brilliant."—William Dalrymple, Sunday Times

"Fair and balanced."—Atul Chaturvedi, Indian Express

"Exhaustively researched ... Gandhi emerges from Tidrick’s detailed and balanced biography as a man with
his full share of flaws, contradictions and oddities, but with more than a streak of genuine holiness."—Tablet

"An extraordinarily careful, calm and courageous work. Any serious student of this historical figure would
have more to learn about his outlook from her work than from any other extant study of him."—Perry
Anderson

About the Author
Kathryn Tidrick is the author of the highly regarded Heart Beguiling Araby: The English Romance with
Arabia and Empire and the English Character.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Jacquez:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Gandhi: A Political and
Spiritual Life will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Larry Brackett:

This book untitled Gandhi: A Political and Spiritual Life to be one of several books in which best seller in
this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to
buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So
there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.



Amanda Garcia:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance likes.
Maybe you answer may be Gandhi: A Political and Spiritual Life why because the amazing cover that make
you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic
as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Delbert Storey:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find guide that need more time to be study. Gandhi: A Political and Spiritual Life can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.
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