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These lectures constitute the earliest version of Hegel's Philosophy of Right, one
of the most influential works in Western political theory. They introduce a notion
of civil society that has proven of inestimable importance to diverse
philosophical and social agendas. This transcription of the lectures, which
remained in obscurity until 1982, presents the philosopher's social thought with
clarity and boldness. It differs in some significant respects from Hegel's own
published version of 1821.

Nowhere does Hegel make plainer the difference between his concept of
objective spirit and traditional concepts of natural law or offer a more prominent
treatment of the key notion of recognition. His description of poverty is more
forceful and his critique of existing socia conditions more thorough than in the
published edition, which had to satisfy the Prussian censor. The strictly limited
powers of the monarch are more clearly delineated in the Heidelberg lectures,
and the arguments for a bicameral legislature are more explicit. Hegel formulates
in amore dynamic way his understanding of the relationship between rationality
and actuality--the rational is not what exists but what is coming into being--and
sets forth more simply and clearly the central themes of his political philosophy--
freedom, justice, and community.

The Heidelberg lectures are an indispensabl e resource for understanding the
edition of 1821 and an invaluable supplement to one of the great classics of
political philosophy.
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These lectures constitute the earliest version of Hegel's Philosophy of Right, one of the most influential
works in Western political theory. They introduce a notion of civil society that has proven of inestimable
importance to diverse philosophical and social agendas. This transcription of the lectures, which remained in
obscurity until 1982, presents the philosopher's social thought with clarity and boldness. It differsin some
significant respects from Hegel's own published version of 1821.

Nowhere does Hegel make plainer the difference between his concept of objective spirit and traditional
concepts of natural law or offer a more prominent treatment of the key notion of recognition. His description
of poverty is more forceful and his critique of existing social conditions more thorough than in the published
edition, which had to satisfy the Prussian censor. The strictly limited powers of the monarch are more clearly
delineated in the Heidelberg lectures, and the arguments for a bicameral legislature are more explicit. Hegel
formulates in a more dynamic way his understanding of the relationship between rationality and actuality--
the rational is not what exists but what is coming into being--and sets forth more simply and clearly the
central themes of his political philosophy--freedom, justice, and community.

The Heldelberg lectures are an indispensabl e resource for understanding the edition of 1821 and an
invaluable supplement to one of the great classics of political philosophy.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

J. Michael Stewart, until his death in 1994, was a professional translator and independent Hegel scholar in
England.

Peter C. Hodgson is Charles G. Finney Professor of Theology Emeritus, at Divinity School, Vanderbilt
University. He studied for his AB degree at Princeton University and his BD degree at Y ale Divinity School,
and completed his MA and PhD at Yale University. Hodgson is the author and editor of over twenty books,
and the series editor of the Oxford Hegel Lectures Series.

Otto Poggeler studied at the University of Bonn and the University of Heidelberg, and in 1961 became the
editor of Hegel-Sudien. His academic positions have included Professor of Philosophy and Director of the
Hegel-Archiv at the Ruhr-University Bochum, and visiting professor at Pennsylvania State University, and
then at the State University of New York at Stony Brook.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kiley Kaufman:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
usto learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
WEell, probably you will want this Hegel: Lectures on Natural Right and Political Science: The First
Philosophy of Right.

GinaMédton:

The fedling that you get from Hegel: Lectures on Natural Right and Political Science: The First Philosophy
of Right is the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Hegel: Lectures on
Natural Right and Political Science: The First Philosophy of Right giving you joy feding of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read this
because the author of this reserve iswell-known enough. This particular book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this Hegel: Lectures on Natural Right and Political
Science: The First Philosophy of Right instantly.



Mary Torres:

This Hegel: Lectures on Natural Right and Political Science: The First Philosophy of Right are reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Hegel: Lectures on
Natural Right and Political Science: The First Philosophy of Right can be one of the great books you must
haveis actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that
might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you
go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Hegel: Lectures
on Natural Right and Political Science: The First Philosophy of Right giving you an enormous of experience
such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action.
S0, let's have it and revel in reading.

Lamar Carr:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people lovesto go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Hegel: Lectures on Natural Right and Political Science: The First Philosophy of Right will give
you a new experience in looking at a book.
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