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From Victor Frankenstein to Dr. Moreau to Doc Brown in Back to the Future, the
scientist has been a puzzling, fascinating, and threatening presence in popular
culture. From films we have learned that scientists are either evil maniacal
geniuses or bumbling saviors of society. Mad, Bad and Dangerous? puts this
dichotomy to the test, offering awholly engaging yet not uncritical history of the
cinematic portrayal of scientists.

Christopher Frayling traces the genealogy of the scientist in film, showing how
the scientist has often embodied the predominant anxieties of a particular
historical moment. The fear of nuclear holocaust in the 1950s gave rise to arash
of radioactive-mutant horror movies, while the possible dangers of cloning and
biotechnology in the 1990s manifested themselves in Jurassic Park. During these
eras, the scientist's actions have been viewed through a lens of fascination and
fear. In the past few decades, with increased public awareness of environmental
issues and of the impact of technology on nature, the scientist has been
transformed once again—into a villainous agent of money-hungry corporate
powers. Mad, Bad and Dangerous? also examines biographical depictions of
actual scientists, illuminating how they are often portrayed as socia misfits
willing to sacrifice everything to the interests of science.

Drawing on such classic and familiar films as Frankenstein, Metropolis, and The
Wizard of Oz, Frayling brings social and film history together to paint amuch
larger picture of the evolving value of science and technology to society. A
fascinating study of American culture and film, Mad, Bad and Dangerous?
resurrects the scientists of late night movies and drive-in theaters and gives them
new life as cultural talismans.
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From Victor Frankenstein to Dr. Moreau to Doc Brown in Back to the Future, the scientist has been a
puzzling, fascinating, and threatening presence in popular culture. From films we have learned that scientists
are either evil maniacal geniuses or bumbling saviors of society. Mad, Bad and Dangerous? puts this
dichotomy to the test, offering awholly engaging yet not uncritical history of the cinematic portrayal of
scientists.

Christopher Frayling traces the genealogy of the scientist in film, showing how the scientist has often
embodied the predominant anxieties of a particular historical moment. The fear of nuclear holocaust in the
1950s gave rise to arash of radioactive-mutant horror movies, while the possible dangers of cloning and
biotechnol ogy in the 1990s manifested themselves in Jurassic Park. During these eras, the scientist's actions
have been viewed through alens of fascination and fear. In the past few decades, with increased public
awareness of environmental issues and of the impact of technology on nature, the scientist has been
transformed once again—into a villainous agent of money-hungry corporate powers. Mad, Bad and
Dangerous? also examines biographical depictions of actual scientists, illuminating how they are often
portrayed as social misfits willing to sacrifice everything to the interests of science.

Drawing on such classic and familiar films as Frankenstein, Metropolis, and The Wizard of Oz, Frayling
brings social and film history together to paint amuch larger picture of the evolving value of science and
technology to society. A fascinating study of American culture and film, Mad, Bad and Dangerous?
resurrects the scientists of late night movies and drive-in theaters and gives them new life as cultural
talismans.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Frayling (Vampyres), chairman of the Arts Council of England, goes beyond horror films like Frankenstein
and The Island of Dr. Moreau to survey Hollywood's scientist-as-savior films of the 1930s and '40s
(Madame Curie), lesser-known British "boffin" films of the '40s and '50s (The Dam Busters) and films of
space exploration (1902's VVoyage to the Moon). His extensive study, which occasionally sidetracks into
books, comics and television, charts the evolving public perceptions of scientists. His conclusions are
occasionally surprising: Rotwang in Metropolisis "the most influential scientist in the history of cinema'—a
prototype who contributed the iconography of white lab coat, unruly hair and physical disability (a damaged
hand); at the same time, Frayling shows how the appearance of celebrity scientists like Einstein and Stephen
Hawking reinforced that imagery. An examination of students' artistic depictions of scientists will probably
appeal mainly to scholars, and the overlong treatment of Wernher von Braun, whose appearances on a series
of 1950s specials about space exploration, has a detectabl e British resentment of the German's history with
the Nazis and his rehabilitation as a U.S. space program hero. But given Hollywood's abiding interest in sci-
fi, thisisatimely and insightful book. (Nov.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

“Funny, insightful, and a delight to read, Christopher Frayling’'s Mad, Bad, and Dangerous? is afascinating
examination of society’s changing view of science and scientists through popular culture. . . . This book
illustrates our own forever evolving view of progress.”--John Landis

(John Landis 2005-05-09)

“A timely and insightful book.” --Publishers Weekly

(Publishers Weekly 2005-08-07)

"An adroit review of past studies of images of science combined with his own reading of films, with
contributions from aradio series. . . . Pretty comprehensive.”
(Jon Turney The Independent 2005-10-18)

"Entertaining and illuminating.”
(Financial Times Magazine 2005-10-01)

"Splendidly impartial account of how scientists have been portrayed, and he must have spent many days
watching films of all kinds. . . . Thismost entertaining book has wide appeal. The illustrations have been
carefully selected, and thereisalong list of references. Above al it has been meticulously researched.”
(Patrick Moore The Times Higher Education Supplement 2005-11-11)



"He coversfilms from the first half of the twentieth century rigorously, detailing lost or forgotten reels with
the precision and loving hand of adevoted film historian. . . . Frayling has certainly done his homework, and
Mad, Bad and Dangerousis bulging with factoids."

(Adam Rutherford Nature 2005-11-01)

"Certainly ringstrue. . . . Generaly lively and entertaining writing style. . .Frayling gives us valuable insights
about avery real problem."
(Jay A. Labinger Science 2005-12-16)

"Fascinating book."
(Rosie Taylor The Lancet 2006-02-18)

"Thorough and interesting . . . points to the importance of educating viewers to recognize the manipulation
inherent in any movie."
(Lucy Dickinson MaterialsToday 2006-05-01)

"Insightful, reasonably comprehensive.”
(Roz Kaveney Times Literary Supplement 2006-05-19)

"The portrayal of the scientist has been a particularly potent one in cinema, from Fritz Lang’'swild haired
Rotwang in Metropolisto the evil Dr Strangelove. . . . Frayling ponders the influence of this belligerencein
the real world in this excellent and witty analysis."

(Martin Tierney Glasgow Herald 2006-10-07)

"Charming and funto read. . . . Frayling writes from an erudite, but lively, historical perspective, focusing on
thefirst half of hte 20th century."
(Dave Pieri Physics Today 2006-11-01)

"Frayling's great strengths as a cultural historians are inclusivity and wry wit. He retains a school boy
enthusiasm for stinks and whizz-bangs and bug-eyed monsters, but knows exactly where these tropes come
from and iswilling to consider al their uses and meanings."

(Kim Newman Sght & Sound 2006-10-01)

About the Author

Christopher Frayling isrector of the Royal College of Art, London; chairman of the Arts Council of
England; and awell-known historian, critic, and award-winning radio and television broadcaster. Heis also
the author of Spaghetti Westerns and Vampyres: Lord Byron to Count Dracula.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Thomas Murray:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to compl ete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question



because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need that Mad, Bad and Dangerous?:
The Scientist and the Cinemato read.

Pamela Edmonds:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Mad, Bad and Dangerous?: The Scientist and the
Cinemaiskind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

ValerieHerrera;

This book untitled Mad, Bad and Dangerous?: The Scientist and the Cinema to be one of severa books that
will best seller in thisyear, that is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit onit. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher
on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Veronica Shriner:

Beside this particular Mad, Bad and Dangerous?. The Scientist and the Cinemain your phone, it may give
you away to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got
hereis fresh from the oven so don't aways be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Mad, Bad and Dangerous?: The Scientist and the Cinema because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that?
Find this book and also read it from right now!
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