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The world is in a second nuclear age in which regional powers play an
increasingly prominent role. These states have small nuclear arsenals, often face
multiple active conflicts, and sometimes have weak institutions. How do these
nuclear states--and potential future ones--manage their nuclear forces and
influence international conflict? Examining the reasoning and deterrence
consequences of regional power nuclear strategies, this book demonstrates that
these strategies matter greatly to international stability and it provides new
insights into conflict dynamics across important areas of the world such as the
Middle East, East Asia, and South Asia.

Vipin Narang identifies the diversity of regional power nuclear strategies and
describes in detail the posture each regional power has adopted over time.
Developing a theory for the sources of regional power nuclear strategies, he
offers the first systematic explanation of why states choose the postures they do
and under what conditions they might shift strategies. Narang then analyzes the
effects of these choices on a state's ability to deter conflict. Using both
quantitative and qualitative analysis, he shows that, contrary to a bedrock article
of faith in the canon of nuclear deterrence, the acquisition of nuclear weapons
does not produce a uniform deterrent effect against opponents. Rather, some
postures deter conflict more successfully than others.

Nuclear Strategy in the Modern Era considers the range of nuclear choices made
by regional powers and the critical challenges they pose to modern international
security.
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Editorial Review

Review
Winner of the 2015 Best Book, International Security Studies Section of the International Studies
Association

"Narang adds importantly to the scholarly understanding of nuclear posture in a way that can inform policy.
He studies an important topic, shatters false assumptions, provides insightful and useful new conceptual
categories, offers apparently powerful theoretical explanations of important behaviors, provides a valuable
set of case studies, and opens doors for additional scholarly research. . . . The many avenues for additional
research it suggests and worrisome possibilities it surfaces testify to the analytic strength and policy ambition
of this important book."--Douglas B. Shaw, Arms Control Today

"Narang explores an understudied aspect of nuclear strategy and doctrine. Rejecting conventional scholarly
thinking that nuclear weapons have an inherent ability to deter conflict, Narang examines the nuclear
postures of Pakistan, India, China, Israel, South Africa, and France."--Choice

"Finally, we have a book on proliferation that is rooted in the discipline of Political Science with persuasive
explanatory powers and great analytical value."--Michael Krepon, Arms Control Wonk

"This book fills a gaping hole in the existing literature."--Jacques Hymans, Political Science Quarterly

"Nuclear Strategy in the Modern Era impressively advances scholarship on nuclear proliferation and its
consequences."--Dinshaw Mistry, Perspectives on Politics

"With its combination of theoretical ambition, empirical rigor, and lucid writing, Narang's book deserves a
place on the strategist's bookshelf alongside Brodie, Schelling, Jervis, Betts, and other classics."--Todd S.
Sechser, Journal of Strategic Studies

From the Back Cover

"This excellent book offers a novel typology of nuclear postures and a theory that explains why states adopt
certain postures but not others, before assessing the consequences of postures for deterrence. An exemplary
blend of theory and qualitative and quantitative evidence, its conclusions have wide-ranging implications for
the way we think about nuclear deterrence."--Alexander Downes, George Washington University

"This book makes a major contribution to our understanding of the nuclear challenges that we currently face.
Narang argues that the theories developed during the Cold War cannot explain the nuclear policies of
regional powers. To fill this important gap, he convincingly lays out three distinct nuclear postures available
to regional powers and he questions conventional wisdom to show that a state's nuclear posture significantly
influences its deterrence effect."--Charles Glaser, George Washington University

"With the end of the Cold War, the nuclear postures of countries other than the United States and Russia are
increasingly central for theory and policy, but our knowledge of these postures has been deficient. Showing
that states have tailored their stances to different internal and external situations, Narang combines rich
empirical research and careful theorizing to add greatly to our understanding of deterrence."--Robert Jervis,



author of The Meaning of the Nuclear Revolution

"Vipin Narang's study of the causes and consequences of different states' nuclear weapons postures is a
significant contribution to the literature on the causes of military doctrine, as well as the literature on both
nuclear proliferation and deterrence theory. Narang's interpretations are novel and thought provoking, and he
skillfully combines rich case study work with sophisticated statistical tests."--Scott D. Sagan, Stanford
University

About the Author
Vipin Narang is assistant professor of political science and member of the Security Studies Program at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joan Jackson:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Nuclear Strategy in the Modern Era: Regional
Powers and International Conflict (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) book since this
book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is
no doubt in it you may already know.

Gregory Mendoza:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Nuclear Strategy in the Modern Era: Regional
Powers and International Conflict (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) as the daily
resource information.

Teresa Hennessey:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Nuclear Strategy in
the Modern Era: Regional Powers and International Conflict (Princeton Studies in International History and
Politics) suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book
untitled Nuclear Strategy in the Modern Era: Regional Powers and International Conflict (Princeton Studies
in International History and Politics)is the one of several books which everyone read now. This particular
book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension
that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can



easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Dexter Forsyth:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
will be Nuclear Strategy in the Modern Era: Regional Powers and International Conflict (Princeton Studies
in International History and Politics).
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