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National Book Award Finalist

"[A] stealthily powerful, unexpectedly affirming story of discovering and
rescuing one' s best self."—Booklist, starred review

In this companion novel to The Wednesday Wars, Doug struggles to be more than
the "skinny thug" that some people think him to be. He finds an unlikely aly in
Lil Spicer, who gives him the strength to endure an abusive father, the suspicions
of atown, and the return of his oldest brother, forever scarred, from Vietnam.
Schmidt expertly weaves multiple themes of loss and recovery in a story teeming
with distinctive, unusual characters and invaluable lessons about love, creativity,
and survival.
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"[A] stealthily powerful, unexpectedly affirming story of discovering and rescuing one's best
self."—Booklist, starred review

In this companion novel to The Wednesday Wars, Doug struggles to be more than the "skinny thug"

that some people think him to be. He finds an unlikely ally in Lil Spicer, who gives him the strength to
endure an abusive father, the suspicions of atown, and the return of his oldest brother, forever scarred, from
Vietnam. Schmidt expertly weaves multiple themes of loss and recovery in a story teeming with distinctive,
unusual characters and invaluable lessons about love, creativity, and survival.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Amazon Exclusive: A Q& A with Author Gary D. Schmidt

Q: Did you always want to become a writer?

A: Nope. In high schoal, | wanted to go to the Naval Academy at Annapolis and become a career naval
officer. Then, late in high school, | wanted to be a vet—mostly because of the James Herriot books and the
PBS show, | suppose. Then, in college, | decided to become alawyer—until my senior year, when | switched
to an English major to become ateacher, which | did become. Somehow becoming awriter happened along
the way.

Q: What did you read when you were a kid?

A: In my school, we were tracked—meaning that we were put into classes depending on how well we had
done in testing. This happened in first grade. | had tested poorly and ended up in the pumpkin group—no
kidding. We were the poorest readers, and so since | wastold | wasn’t any good at this, | didn’t read much.
Then | got taken up by Miss Kabakoff, who just liked me, and who brought me into her class and taught me
how to read.

Once that happened, | read everything | could. The Freddy the Pig books, the Doctor Dalittle books, any
Greek mythology | could get my hands on, and the Norse mythology that | liked better, the biographiesin the
Childhood of Famous Americans series, the tales of the Grimm Brothers and Hans Christian Andersen, the
Herbert series and the Henry Reed series, Robinson Crusoe and The Swiss Family Robinson, Howard Pyle's
The Adventures of Robin Hood and His Merry Men, Bambi (which isalot better than most people think it
is), anything by Jack London or Jules Verne or H. G. Wells, the Horatio Hornblower books, Treasure Island,
and of course the Hardy Boys series and the Tom Swift series, which | collected whenever | could.

Q: How often do you write?

A: Every day | am not teaching—so two or three days a week, and sometimes at night—unlessit’ srealy
cold out and the woodstove needs alot of tending.



Q: How much do you write each day?

A: | work on three projects at atime, and they are all at different stages. One may be afirst draft, one may be
almost finished, and one might be in proofs—or perhaps just being conceived. | try to write about five
hundred words a day on each project. Most American writers—Ernest Hemingway, John Steinbeck, Jack

L ondon—all wrote about five hundred words a day. It seems the right pace for me. It keeps me from going
too fast at a project.

There are some children’ s book writers—Ilike Enid Blyton—who supposedly wrote ten thousand words a
day. This seemsimpossible to me, but eveniif it istrue, one should not judge oneself by the absurd outlier.

Q:Where do you write?

A: | have astudy in asmall outbuilding away from the house. It has a desk, alamp, more books than should
be in any one room, and awoodstove. | work at a typewriter, and keep lots of scrap paper around me. This
means, by the way, that if anything comes out pretty awful, | can just open the woodstove and burniit all. The
feeling of relief is remarkable.

On my desk are adictionary and a thesaurus, books by Emerson and Whittier and Longfellow and Darwin,
Henry David Thoreau' s journals, a collection of Churchill’s war speeches, two volumes of Shaker hymns,
some Tolkien, some Avi, some K atherine Paterson, some Elie Wiesel, The Giver, and a statue of a
greyhound that has been in my family for four generations.

Q:You work at atypewriter?

A: You can't believe how hard it isto find typewriter ribbons for a 1953 Royal.
Q: Your books often are very serious. Shouldn’t you lighten up?

A: Youthink lifein middle school isn't serious? Are you kidding?

Living is aserious business. Funny is good, of course. We al like to laugh. But | want more than that. Much
more. Nathaniel Hawthorne, in hisfirst great book, called life "aveil of gloom and brightness." We al wish
it could be brightness all the time. And maybe for some peopleitis. | doubt it, but maybe. But there is gloom
for usall, too. And maybe books even for kids shouldn’t ignore that. Geez, read Where the Wild Things Are,
or Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel, or just about any Grimm folktale, or Crow Boy, or Bridge to
Terabithia, or Nothing but the Truth, or No, David, or Octavian Nothing, or The Tale of Despereaux, or
Sitches, or The Sormin the Barn, and then try to tell me that writers for kids should try not to be too
serious.

Q: What is your favorite book that you have written?

A: Hmmm... If | give onetitle, then al the other books get sort of cranky and jealous, and they start to
rearrange themselves loudly at night to push each other off the shelves. Then | have to pick them all up in the
morning instead of walking the dogs and then the dogs get irritated and they take their sweet time on the
walk so | get back home late and miss most of breakfast and the kids get to school after the bell has rung and
the day just goes downhill from there.

Let'sjust say they're all my favorites.

Q:What isyour favorite book that you have not written?



A: Aneasy question. It is The Little World of Don Camillo. Thereis no other book like it, so sweet, so funny,
so moving, sometimes suspenseful. | wish | had written it.

Q:What book are you working on now?

A: Sorry. Writers should never talk about what they’ re working on next. It will be done when it’s done, and
then I’ll be glad to talk about it. But not now.

Review

"Thisis Schmidt's best novel yet—darker than The Wednesday Wars and written with more restraint, but
with the same expert attention to voice, character and big ideas."—Kirkus Reviews, starred review

"Reproductions of Audubon plates introduce each chapter in this stealthily powerful, unexpectedly affirming
story of discovering and rescuing one's best self, despite family pressure to do otherwise."—Booklist,
starred review

"Readers will miss Doug and his world when they’ re done, and will feel richer for having experienced his
engaging, tough, and endearing story."—School Library Journal, starred review

"The book is exceptionally well written. Schmidt creates charactersthat will remain with the reader long
after the book is done. Doug’ s voice is unforgettable as he tries to help and protect hismom. . . .While there
is much stacked against him, he is a character filled with hope that the reader cannot help but root for. Push
this one on readers; they will not be sorry. . . .Schmidt writes ajournal-type story with a sharp attention to
detail, patternsin the story line, and an unexpected twist at the end."-VOYA

About the Author

Gary D. Schmidt is the author of the Newbery Honor and Printz Honor book Lizzie Bright and the
Buckminster Boy. His most recent novel is The Wednesday Wars. He is a professor of English at Calvin
College in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Karen McCarthy:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asyou may know
that book is very important for us. The book Okay for Now has been making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book
Okay for Now is not only giving you alot more new information but also for being your friend when you
experience bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book
Okay for Now. Y ou never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.



Sylvia Silva:

This Okay for Now book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will
get facts which is getting deeper an individual read alot of information you will get. This Okay for Now
without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly
be worry Okay for Now can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Okay for Now having good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Flora Godfrey:

The particular book Okay for Now will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author
style to spell out theideais very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to
you. The book Okay for Now is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Beatrice Flanagan:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. Y ou can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended to you is Okay for Now this publication consist alot of the information in the
condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Download and Read Online Okay for Now By Gary D. Schmidt
#PSC6DXGVYJO



Read Okay for Now By Gary D. Schmidt for online ebook

Okay for Now By Gary D. Schmidt Free PDF dOwnlQad, audio books, books to read, good books to read,
cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read
online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Okay for Now By Gary
D. Schmidt books to read online.

Online Okay for Now By Gary D. Schmidt ebook PDF download
Okay for Now By Gary D. Schmidt Doc

Okay for Now By Gary D. Schmidt M obipocket

Okay for Now By Gary D. Schmidt EPub

PSCEDXGVY JO: Okay for Now By Gary D. Schmidt



