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Once considered a mere caretaker for collections, the curator is now widely
viewed as a globally connected auteur. Over the last twenty-five years, as
international group exhibitions and biennials have become the dominant mode of
presenting contemporary art to the public, curatorship has begun to be perceived
as a constellation of creative activities not unlike artistic praxis. The curator has
gone from being a behind-the-scenes organizer and selector to a visible, centrally
important cultural producer. In The Culture of Curating and the Curating of
Culture(s), Paul O'Neill examines the emergence of independent curatorship and
the discourse that helped to establish it.

O'Neill describes how, by the 1980s, curated group exhibitions -- large-scale,
temporary projects with artworks cast as illustrative fragments -- came to be
understood as the creative work of curator-auteurs. The proliferation of new
biennials and other large international exhibitions in the 1990s created a cohort of
high-profile, globally mobile curators, moving from Venice to Paris to Kassel. In
the 1990s, curatorial and artistic practice converged, blurring the distinction
between artist and curator.

O'Neill argues that this change in the understanding of curatorship was shaped by
a curator-centered discourse that effectively advocated -- and authorized -- the
new independent curatorial practice. Drawing on the extensive curatorial
literature and his own interviews with leading curators, critics, art historians, and
artists, O'Neill traces the development of the curator-as-artist model and the ways
it has been contested. The Culture of Curating and the Curating of Culture(s)
documents the many ways in which our perception of art has been transformed
by curating and the discourses surrounding it.
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Editorial Review

Review
"'this latest publication is certainly one of the most invaluable histories of contemporary curating that I've
come across. Though relatively slim, it combines a good deal of primary research (such as interviews with
Seth Siegelaub and Brian O'Doherty) with wide-ranging case studies and an impressive synthesis of the
now-vast body of related writing. The book tracks a shift from the curator as a behind-the-scenes carer, to a
nomadic, semi-autonomous and very public figure - a cultural producer as diplomat. " -- Sam Thorne, Frieze,
152, Jan-Feb, 2013

Paul O'Neill guides us through the conflicting claims that surround the development of curating as an
implicated set of roles. Focusing on the debates and differences that are part of curatorial practice, this book
shows what is still required and may be possible. By exposing the historical origins and congested terrain of
contemporary curatorial practice, O'Neill will stir a new generation to action.

(Liam Gillick, Artist)

In this timely book, Paul O'Neill provides a much-needed overview of the historical development and central
issues of contemporary curating. In clear, jargon-free prose he mines the curatorial literature to discuss
disparate exhibition strategies and critically analyze the changing self-conception of the curator. This is a
book that should be read by anyone interested in exhibitions and exhibition-making.

(Bruce Altshuler, Director of New York University's Museum Studies Program)

This book is a thorough and convincing survey of the curatorial. It covers the changing relations between the
curator and the artist or art institution over the last fifty years and shows how this triangle has been crucial to
the way the public perceives the possibilities of art. It offers readers a digestible history of a phenomenon
that profoundly influences our perception of art and how it is understood today.

(Charles Esche, Director, Van Abbemuseum; Eindhoven/Co-editorial Director, Afterall, London)

Delivering, in great detail, the conflicting views of a variety of influential curators, theorists, art historians,
and artists, his dense historical read provides a survey of curatorial discourse, but falls short of investigating
what it really means to curate today...O'Neill has provided a thorough account of recent curatorial history,
but he fails to give us clues to or considerations of its future. He conducts his research within the field of
curatorial discourse, and that's where it remains.

(Loney Abrams The Brooklyn Rail)

About the Author
Paul O'Neill is a curator, artist, and writer who has curated or co-curated more than fifty projects. As author
and editor, he has published widely in books, anthologies, journals, and art magazines. He currently lives in
Bristol, U.K and New York.He is the new Director of The Graduate Program at Bard College' Center for



Curatorial Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gerald Dews:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book The Culture of Curating and the Curating of
Culture(s) (MIT Press) had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication The Culture of Curating and
the Curating of Culture(s) (MIT Press) is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
using the book The Culture of Curating and the Curating of Culture(s) (MIT Press). You never experience
lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Robert Marques:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Culture of Curating and the Curating of Culture(s) (MIT Press), you may tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Frances Barrett:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Culture of Curating and the Curating of Culture(s) (MIT Press) your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get just before. The The Culture of Curating and the Curating of Culture(s)
(MIT Press) giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
details for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body
and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Marilyn Fox:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Culture of Curating and the
Curating of Culture(s) (MIT Press) e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,



still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
doubt The Culture of Curating and the Curating of Culture(s) (MIT Press) as good book not simply by the
cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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