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In adopting the theme of What Happened to the Ancient Library of Alexandria?
this book aims at presenting afresh, a highly specialized discussion of primary
sources related to the diverse aspects and episodes of that long disputed question.
The book covers a wide range of topics, beginning with an initial presentation of
different Ancient Egyptian types of library institutions, with a special focus on
the later Coptic Nag Hamadi Library. It then deals with the troubled times under
later Ptolemies and Romans, when the Royal Library, the Daughter Library and
the Mouseion, came under a succession of threats: Caesar's Alexandrian War in
48 B.C., and during the tragic developments in the third and fourth centuries
which ultimately culminated in the destruction of the Serapeum that housed the
Daughter Library. A discussion of the intellectual milieu during the fourth and
fifth centuries, follows, as well as the conflicting attitudes within the Church with
regard to classical learning. An analysis of historical and new archaeological
evidence confirms the fact that Alexandria continued to be a city of books and
scholarship centuries after the destruction of the Library. Finally, the late
medieval Arab story of the destruction of the Library by order of Caliph Omar, is
fully considered and refuted through textual analysis of the original sources.
Contributors include: William J. Cherf, Dimitar Y. Dimitrov, Maria Dzielska,
Mostafa A. El-Abbadi, Jean-Yves Empereur, Fayza M. Haikal, Georges Leroux,
Bernard Lewis, Grzegorz Majcherek, Mounir H. Megally, Birger A. Pearson,
Lucien X. Polastron, Qassem Abdou Qassem, and Ismail Serageldin.
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In adopting the theme of What Happened to the Ancient Library of Alexandria? this book aims at presenting
afresh, a highly specialized discussion of primary sources related to the diverse aspects and episodes of that
long disputed question. The book covers a wide range of topics, beginning with an initial presentation of
different Ancient Egyptian types of library institutions, with a special focus on the later Coptic Nag Hamadi
Library. It then deals with the troubled times under later Ptolemies and Romans, when the Royal Library, the
Daughter Library and the Mouseion, came under a succession of threats: Caesar's Alexandrian War in 48
B.C., and during the tragic developments in the third and fourth centuries which ultimately culminated in the
destruction of the Serapeum that housed the Daughter Library. A discussion of the intellectual milieu during
the fourth and fifth centuries, follows, as well as the conflicting attitudes within the Church with regard to
classical learning. An analysis of historical and new archaeological evidence confirms the fact that
Alexandria continued to be a city of books and scholarship centuries after the destruction of the Library.
Finally, the late medieval Arab story of the destruction of the Library by order of Caliph Omar, is fully
considered and refuted through textual analysis of the original sources. Contributors include: William J.
Cherf, Dimitar Y. Dimitrov, Maria Dzielska, Mostafa A. El-Abbadi, Jean-Yves Empereur, Fayza M. Haikal,
Georges Leroux, Bernard Lewis, Grzegorz Majcherek, Mounir H. Megally, Birger A. Pearson, Lucien X.
Polastron, Qassem Abdou Qassem, and Ismail Serageldin.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
In adopting the theme of "What Happened to the Ancient Library of Alexandria?" this book aims at
presenting afresh, a highly specialized discussion of primary sources related to the diverse aspects and
episodes of that long disputed question. The book covers a wide range of topics, beginning with an initial
presentation of different Ancient Egyptian types of library institutions, with a special focus on the later
Coptic Nag Hamadi Library. It then deals with the troubled times under later Ptolemies and Romans, when
the Royal Library, the Daughter Library and the Mouseion, came under a succession of threats: Caesara
(TM)s Alexandrian War in 48 B.C., and during the tragic developments in the third and fourth centuries
which ultimately culminated in the destruction of the Serapeum that housed the Daughter Library. A
discussion of the intellectual milieu during the fourth and fifth centuries, follows, as well as the conflicting
attitudes within the Church with regard to classical learning. An analysis of historical and new
archaeological evidence confirms the fact that Alexandria continued to be a city of books and scholarship
centuries after the destruction of the Library. Finally, the late medieval Arab story of the destruction of the
Library by order of Caliph Omar, is fully considered and refuted through textual analysis of the original
sources. Contributors include: William J. Cherf, Dimitar Y. Dimitrov, Maria Dzielska, Mostafa A. El-
Abbadi, Jean-Yves Empereur, Fayza M. Haikal, Georges Leroux, Bernard Lewis, Grzegorz Majcherek,
Mounir H. Megally, Birger A. Pearson, Lucien X. Polastron, Qassem Abdou Qassem, and Ismail Serageldin.

About the Author
Mostafa A. El-Abbadi is a Professor Emeritus of Classical Studies at the University of Alexandria, Egypt,
Special Advisor to the Director of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, and President of the Archaeological Society
of Alexandria. He is the author of several books and articles, including Life and Fate of the Ancient Library
of Alexandria (Paris, 1990), which was translated into several languages. Omnia M. Fathallah is Director of
Public Servcies at the Bibliotheca Alexandrina (BA). She is a graduate of the University of Alexandria,
Egypt (B.A., 1992), specialized in Classical Studies. In 1993, she began her librarianship career at the BA as
a cataloger. In 2002, she was appointed coordinator of the Alexandria Project (AP). She organized the
International Seminar "What Happened to the Ancient Library of Alexandria?" (26-28 September 2004) of
which this publication is the scholarly output.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cheree Kramer:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy
read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the What Happened to the
Ancient Library of Alexandria? (Library of the Written Word) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.



John Harris:

Typically the book What Happened to the Ancient Library of Alexandria? (Library of the Written Word) will
bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book What Happened
to the Ancient Library of Alexandria? (Library of the Written Word) is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Mary Brown:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking What Happened to the Ancient
Library of Alexandria? (Library of the Written Word) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick What Happened to the Ancient Library of
Alexandria? (Library of the Written Word) become your own personal starter.

Orville Hightower:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library
or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or
real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this What Happened to the Ancient Library of Alexandria? (Library of
the Written Word) can make you experience more interested to read.
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