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Why was Louis XIV successful in pacifying the same aristocrats who had been
troublesome for Richelieu and Mazarin? What role did absolutism play in
reinforcing or changing the traditional social system in seventeenth-century
France? This analysis of the provincial reality of absolutism argues that the
answers to these questions lie in the relationship between the regional aristocracy
and the crown. Starting with a critical examination of current approaches to state
and society by institutional, social "Annales," and Marxist historians, the author
calls for a new class analysis based on the findings of all these schools.
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Why was Louis XIV successful in pacifying the same aristocrats who had been troublesome for Richelieu
and Mazarin? What role did absolutism play in reinforcing or changing the traditional social system in
seventeenth-century France? This analysis of the provincial reality of absolutism argues that the answers to
these questions lie in the relationship between the regional aristocracy and the crown. Starting with a critical
examination of current approaches to state and society by institutional, social "Annales," and Marxist
historians, the author calls for a new class analysis based on the findings of all these schools.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...one of the outstanding works on early modern France produced in the last decade...It will be a most
influential work, one with which all scholars of the period should be familiar." American Historical Review

"...a tour de force...The erudition, probing questions, and subtlety of this study will assure its place among
the outstanding works published by an American in French history." Renaissance Quarterly

"This well-written work carries considerable potential for use in the classroom. While it is a sophisticated
piece of scholarship, it will also demonstrate for students the complexities of absolutism in the 17th and early
18th centuries." NIcholas Rowe, H-Net Reviews

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Gross:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Absolutism and Society in Seventeenth-Century France:
State Power and Provincial Aristocracy in Languedoc (Cambridge Studies in Early Modern History). Try to
make the book Absolutism and Society in Seventeenth-Century France: State Power and Provincial
Aristocracy in Languedoc (Cambridge Studies in Early Modern History) as your good friend. It means that it
can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Ashley Paul:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you don't
know what kind you should start with. This Absolutism and Society in Seventeenth-Century France: State
Power and Provincial Aristocracy in Languedoc (Cambridge Studies in Early Modern History) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Juanita Jones:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Absolutism and Society in Seventeenth-Century



France: State Power and Provincial Aristocracy in Languedoc (Cambridge Studies in Early Modern History)
was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Absolutism and Society in
Seventeenth-Century France: State Power and Provincial Aristocracy in Languedoc (Cambridge Studies in
Early Modern History) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try
to like reading this.

John Harrison:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Absolutism and Society in Seventeenth-
Century France: State Power and Provincial Aristocracy in Languedoc (Cambridge Studies in Early Modern
History) to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about
book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside
that the reserve Absolutism and Society in Seventeenth-Century France: State Power and Provincial
Aristocracy in Languedoc (Cambridge Studies in Early Modern History) can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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