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Gemma and Alice have been best friends since they were both born on the same
day in the same hospital. It doesn't matter that Gemma loves soccer while Alice
prefers drawing, or that Gemma is always getting into trouble while Alice is a
model student and daughter. But when Alice has to move, their friendship is put
to the test. They call each other and write letters, but they're used to seeing each
other every day. Can Gemma bear to celebrate her birthday without Alice? Can
she stand it when Alice starts making new friends? And with Alice living
hundreds of miles away, will they ever see each other again?
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 3–6—Gemma has always been a high-energy handful, and Alice has always been quiet and
orderly—but those differences haven't stopped them from being best friends since the day they were born.
Nothing will tear these two apart—except Alice's parents, who are making her move to Scotland. Gemma
tries to cope, but she's overwhelmed by sadness and her fear that Alice might abandon her in favor of a new
best friend. Her attempts to keep it together are complicated by her persona non grata status with Alice's
parents. It takes a road trip and an incident with Alice's snooty new friend Flora to convince her that a best
friend can move away without being lost forever. Wilson blends the spunk of Ramona Quimby with the
impulsiveness of Joey Pigza, with the resulting disasters being about what one would expect. Gemma's
emotional outbursts are understandable (if theatrical); she walks the fine line between grief-fueled temper
and melodrama. If there are unsympathetic characters here, they are the girls' mothers: Gemma's mother's
attempts at reassurance are to tell her daughter that she'll make new friends and will forget all about Alice;
Alice's mother is pleased that the move separates the girls as she considers Gemma a bad influence. Readers
will appreciate the reassurance that it's perfectly okay to feel sad and angry when a friend moves
away.—Brandy Danner, Wilmington Memorial Library, MA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
When Alice’s family decides to move to Scotland, 500 miles away, Gemma is devastated. Although
completely different from each other, the girls have been best friends for as long as they can remember. They
even share a birthday. Alice, always the girly-girl, enjoys the turmoil that surrounds Gemma, who barrels
through life. Wilson, a former British Children’s Laureate, once again shows her understanding and respect
for her young readers’ feelings and abilities. Most of the older characters assure the girls that they will soon
recover and find new friends; others, including Gemma’s grandfather and supportive brothers, respect the
friends’ grief and help them stay in touch. It is the girls themselves, though, who find ways to reassure each
other that their friendship will last. A page of small cartoons illustrating important events introduces each
chapter. Believable, sympathetic characters; recognizable home and school situations; and plenty of humor
(including some of the cake-in-the-face sort) will ensure that this becomes, like Wilson’s other titles, a
popular read for middle-grade girls. Grades 4-7. --Kathleen Isaacs

Review

“Wilson is doing something important and rare. She's so good, it's exhilarating.” ?Philip Pullman

“Wilson blends the spunk of Ramona Quimby with the impulsiveness of Joey Pigza, with the resulting
disasters being about what one would expect. . . . Readers will appreciate the reassurance that it's perfectly
okay to feel sad and angry when a friend moves away.” ?School Library Journal

“While stories about best friends separated by moving are plentiful, Wilson's British fillip makes this one
original, with Gemma's strong first-person voice and personality and Sharratt's black-and-white drawings in
strip-style sketches before each chapter teasing the reader and forecasting the next turn of events.” ?Kirkus
Reviews

“Believable, sympathetic characters; recognizable home and school situations; and plenty of humor
(including some of the cake-in-the-face sort) will ensure that this becomes, like Wilson's other titles, a

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


popular read for middle-grade girls.” ?Booklist

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Crumrine:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Best Friends. You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Best Friends. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Sherry Ellis:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Best Friends book as beginner and
daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Beverly Bell:

Best Friends can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word
into enjoyment arrangement in writing Best Friends however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader
the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information may
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

James Longo:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
learn. Best Friends can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short
spare time problems.
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