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With the heart of Stand By Me and the genius horror of Christine, Mile 81 is
Stephen King unleashing his imagination as he drives past one of those road
signs...

At Mile 81 on the Maine Turnpike is a boarded up rest stop on a highway in
Maine. It's a place where high school kids drink and get into the kind of trouble
high school kids have always gotten into. It's the place where Pete Simmons goes
when his older brother, who's supposed to be looking out for him, heads off to
the gravel pit to play "paratroopers over the side." Pete, armed only with the
magnifying glass he got for his tenth birthday, finds a discarded bottle of vodka
in the boarded up burger shack and drinks enough to pass out.

Not much later, a mud-covered station wagon (which is strange because there
hadn't been any rain in New England for over a week) veers into the Mile 81 rest
area, ignoring the sign that says "closed, no services." The driver's door opens but
nobody gets out.

Doug Clayton, an insurance man from Bangor, is driving his Prius to a
conference in Portland. On the backseat are his briefcase and suitcase and in the
passenger bucket is a King James Bible, what Doug calls "the ultimate insurance
manual," but it isn't going to save Doug when he decides to be the Good
Samaritan and help the guy in the broken down wagon. He pulls up behind it,
puts on his four-ways, and then notices that the wagon has no plates.

Ten minutes later, Julianne Vernon, pulling a horse trailer, spots the Prius and the
wagon, and pulls over. Julianne finds Doug Clayton's cracked cell phone near the
wagon door — and gets too close herself. By the time Pete Simmons wakes up
from his vodka nap, there are a half a dozen cars at the Mile 81 rest stop. Two
kids — Rachel and Blake Lussier — and one horse named Deedee are the only
living left. Unless you maybe count the wagon.
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gravel pit to play "paratroopers over the side." Pete, armed only with the magnifying glass he got for his
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out.

Not much later, a mud-covered station wagon (which is strange because there hadn't been any rain in New
England for over a week) veers into the Mile 81 rest area, ignoring the sign that says "closed, no services."
The driver's door opens but nobody gets out.

Doug Clayton, an insurance man from Bangor, is driving his Prius to a conference in Portland. On the
backseat are his briefcase and suitcase and in the passenger bucket is a King James Bible, what Doug calls
"the ultimate insurance manual," but it isn't going to save Doug when he decides to be the Good Samaritan
and help the guy in the broken down wagon. He pulls up behind it, puts on his four-ways, and then notices
that the wagon has no plates.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Stephen King has said it himself: the short story is ailing in America. But with a new story that is part
coming-of-age, part paranormal tale, he has helped give the form a boost--and us a reminder of how
skillfully he works in a small space. In King’s worlds, peril and disaster often hide in the most ordinary
things and places, and in Mile 81, danger lurks at an abandoned rest stop in the author's standard Maine
setting. With expert pacing, King allows a short but life-changing journey to unfold for his young
protagonist, and the most pedestrian details of the rest stop take on eerie significance with each quickly-
turned page: a cut-up chain-link fence surrounding the place, a hollowed-out Burger King left fallow, a door
of a filthy car hanging silently “open like an invitation.” Fans will recognize nods to Christine and From a
Buick 8, but the destructive force in Mile 81 is even more savage, the horror more faceless and primal. And
as one would expect, it’s not just a scary story--it reads, in ways, as parable, his characters at once archetypal
and uniquely crafted. Although set in present day, Mile 81 feels timeless---it's a story about good people
encountering the terror of the unknowable, and about the courage that innocents must summon in the face of
it, when there is no one left to protect them. --Simone Gorrindo

About the Author
Stephen King is the author of more than fifty books, all of them worldwide bestsellers. His recent work
includes End of Watch, the short story collection The Bazaar of Bad Dreams, Finders Keepers, Mr.
Mercedes (an Edgar Award winner for Best Novel), Doctor Sleep, and Under the Dome. His novel
11/22/63—a recent Hulu original television series event—was named a top ten book of 2011 by The New
York Times Book Review and won the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for Mystery/Thriller as well as the
Best Hardcover Book Award from the International Thriller Writers. His epic series, The Dark Tower, is the
basis for a major motion picture from Sony. He is the recipient of the 2014 National Medal of Arts and the
2003 National Book Foundation Medal for Distinguished Contribution to American Letters. He lives in
Bangor, Maine, with his wife, novelist Tabitha King.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Judy Turner:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
who want to start reading the book, we give you this Mile 81 (Kindle Single) book as beginner and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Robert Nichols:

Typically the book Mile 81 (Kindle Single) has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily



after looking over this book.

James Hibner:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Mile 81 (Kindle Single) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before.
The Mile 81 (Kindle Single) giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Donna Eldridge:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see colorful photos
on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Mile 81 (Kindle Single) can make you feel more interested to read.
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