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She has been called the" kept woman," the" fancy woman," and the" other
woman."

She exists as both afictional character and as a flesh-and-blood human being.
But who is she, really? Why do women become mistresses, and what isit like to
have aprivate life that is usually also a secret life? Is amistress merely awife-in-
waiting, or is she the ver y definition of the emancipated, independent female?
Elizabeth Abbott intelligently examines the motives and morals of some of
history's most infamous and fascinating women, from antiquity to today.
Drawing intimate portraits of those who have--by chance, coercion, or choice--
assumed this complex role, Mistresses offers arich blend of personal biography
and cultural insight.
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She has been called the " kept woman," the" fancy woman," and the" other woman."

She exists as both afictional character and as a flesh-and-blood human being. But who is she, really? Why
do women become mistresses, and what isit like to have a private life that is usually also a secret life? Isa
mistress merely awife-in-waiting, or is she the ver y definition of the emancipated, independent female?
Elizabeth Abbott intelligently examines the motives and morals of some of history's most infamous and
fascinating women, from antiquity to today. Drawing intimate portraits of those who have--by chance,
coercion, or choice--assumed this complex role, Mistresses offers arich blend of personal biography and
cultural insight.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Abbott's tour of sensational love affairs providesjuicy details and intelligent commentary on some of
history's most marginalized women." — Ms. Magazine

" A fascinating account of the other woman through history." — The Sunday Times (London)

"Ms. Abbott is delightfully indiscreet, with an eye for agood story and acolloquial style. . . She has done the
ladies a service by bringing them out of the shadows." — The Economist

"One of the surprises of this engrossing book is how mired in myth and fantasy it reveals our attitude to
mistresses as being." — The Sunday Telegraph

"A lively and nuanced look at gender roles as they have been revealed by the lives of concubines and
mistresses over the centuries...The book has the irresistible fascination of celebrity gossip...but it reveals far
more than the foibles of the rich and famous. Full of fascinating details and illuminating insights." — Kirkus

"Mistresses, [Abbott's] prosopography of other women from Biblical timesto the present, is refreshingly
liberated from moral probity or censoriousness. Abbott's perspective, that of a seasoned, unbiased cultural
historian, shines through thisinformed genealogy . . . Abbott is at her liveliest when covering history's
endearing mistresses . . . Abbott offers a poignant, humanizing corrective to the mistress's marginalization . .
. Abbott does justice to the many lexicographical variants of the term "mistress," which according to the
Oxford American Dictionary, connotes domination, learnedness, authority, and, of course, being beloved.
She probes the antic recklessness and wanton secrecy endemic to love affairs, breathing life into mistresses
who evince the agency, autonomy, self-direction, and order of this definition." — Bookslut

"Mistresses: A History of the Other Woman blends a socia and political study under one cover and provides
aprobe into the love lives of famous and infamous mistresses, from royal mistressesin 16th century France
to Chinese concubines, mobster molls, and those associated with today's big names. It provides portraits of
some 80 women over time who assumed the role of a mistress and pairs history with social analysisin a
lively survey recommended for any women'sissues or history holding." — Midwest Book Review

About the Author

Elizabeth Abbott is Research Associate at Trinity College, University of Toronto, and, from 1991 to 2004,
was Dean of Women. She is the author of several books, including Sugar and Haiti, also published by
Overlook. Shelivesin Toronto.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dick McAlister:

The event that you get from Mistresses. a History of the Other Woman may be the more deep you searching
the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this



book is hard to know but Mistresses: a History of the Other Woman giving you buzz fedling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this kind of Mistresses: a History of the Other Woman instantly.

L auren Cook:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Mistresses: a History of the Other
Woman guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand
by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Mistresses: a History of
the Other Woman as good book not simply by the cover but aso through the content. Thisis one book that
can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!?
Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Muridl Colvard:

This Mistresses. a History of the Other Woman is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some
information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Mistresses: a History of the Other Woman
can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get through
anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here
for anyone. So, don't misstheitem! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Bernice Bland:

With this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. Among the booksin thetop listing in
your reading list is actually Mistresses: a History of the Other Woman. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review thise-
book you can get many advantages.
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