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Editorial Review

Review

Previously published reviews:

'A large-scale masterly study, this book is the most important contribution to the sociology of education
since the second world war as well as being a substantial contribution to the consolidation of sociology
itself.' - The Economist

'I cannot improve on her own statement of what she is trying to do: 'The sociological contribution consists in
providing a theoretical account of macroscopic patterns of change in terms of the structural and cultural
factors which produce and sustain them'...Unquestionably, this book is an impressive work of scholarship,
well planned conceptually and uniting its theoretical base with a set of four thoroughly and interestingly
researched case-studies of the history of the educational systems of Denmark, England, France and Russia.' -
British Journal of the Sociology of Education

'This magnificent treatise seriously explores many of the most recalcitrant questions about institutional
systems.' - Journal of Curriculum Studies

'A gargantuan and impressive socio-historical enterprise.' - Encounter

'...a major achievement.' - New Society

About the Author

My fascination with structure (where do they come from and how do they exert effects) was prompted by
moving from the London School of Economics to become a post-doctoral student at the Sorbonne. Those
were the years of the 1968 evenements. It seemed to me that the centralised structure of the French
educational system was equally central in accounting for a political outburst which very nearly toppled the
Fifth Republic. Conversely, the (then) decentralised nature of English education prompted localised
outbursts, whose effects diffused rather than accumulating. The next seven years were devoted to
understanding the structuring of national educational systems and their consequences for educational
interaction and change. Thus Social Origins of Educational Systems (Sage 1979) is the key book for
understanding the research trajectory that followed.

Margaret Archer is Professor of Social Theory Directrice: Centre d'Ontologie Sociale Ecole Polytechnique
Federale de Lausanne

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maria Macdonald:

Often the book Social Origins of Educational Systems (Classical Texts in Critical Realism (Routledge)) has a



lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

James Vazquez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Social Origins of Educational Systems (Classical Texts
in Critical Realism (Routledge)) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Joshua Bush:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to your
account is Social Origins of Educational Systems (Classical Texts in Critical Realism (Routledge)) this guide
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented
just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all
of you.

Henry Buford:

Beside this Social Origins of Educational Systems (Classical Texts in Critical Realism (Routledge)) in your
phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Social Origins of Educational Systems (Classical Texts in
Critical Realism (Routledge)) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have
book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from now!
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