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In this lively look at current debates in American philosophy, leading
philosophers talk candidly about the changing character of their discipline. In the
spirit of Emerson's The American Scholar, this book explores the identity of the
American philosopher. Through informal conversations, the participants discuss
the rise of post-analytic philosophy in America and its relations to European
thought and to the American pragmatist tradition. They comment on their own
intellectual development as well as each others' work, charting the course of
American philosophy over the past few decades.

Giovanna Borradori, in her substantial introduction, explains the history of the
analytic movement in America and the home-grown reaction against it. In the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, American philosophy was a socially
engaged interdisciplinary enterprise. In transcendentalism and pragmatism, then
the dominant currents in American thought, philosophy was connected to history,
psychology, and public issues. But in the 1930s, the imported European
movement of logical positivism redefined philosophical discourse in terms of
mathematical logic and theory of language. Under the influence of this analytic
view, American philosophy became a professionalized discipline, divorced from
public debate and intellectual history and antagonistic to the other, more
humanistic tradition of continental thought.

The American Philosopher explores the opposition between analytic and
continental thought and shows how recent American work has begun to bridge
the gap between the two traditions. Through a reexamination of pragmatism, and
through an attempt to understand philosophy in a more hermeneutical way, the
participants narrow the distance between America's distinctly scientific
philosophy and Europe's more literary approach.

Moving beyond classical analytic philosophy, the participants confront each
other on a number of topics. The logico-linguistic orientations of Quine and
Davidson come up against the more discursive, interdisciplinary agendas of
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Rorty, Putnam, and Cavell. Nozick's theory of pluralist anarchism goes face-to-
face with the aesthetic neo-foundationalism of Danto. And Kuhn's hypothesis of
paradigm shifts is measured against MacIntyre's ethics of "virtues."

Borradori's conversations offer an unconventional portrait of the way
philosophers think about their work; scholars and students will not be its only
beneficiaries, so will everyone who wonders about the current state of American
philosophy.
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In this lively look at current debates in American philosophy, leading philosophers talk candidly about the
changing character of their discipline. In the spirit of Emerson's The American Scholar, this book explores
the identity of the American philosopher. Through informal conversations, the participants discuss the rise of
post-analytic philosophy in America and its relations to European thought and to the American pragmatist
tradition. They comment on their own intellectual development as well as each others' work, charting the
course of American philosophy over the past few decades.

Giovanna Borradori, in her substantial introduction, explains the history of the analytic movement in
America and the home-grown reaction against it. In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries,
American philosophy was a socially engaged interdisciplinary enterprise. In transcendentalism and
pragmatism, then the dominant currents in American thought, philosophy was connected to history,
psychology, and public issues. But in the 1930s, the imported European movement of logical positivism
redefined philosophical discourse in terms of mathematical logic and theory of language. Under the influence
of this analytic view, American philosophy became a professionalized discipline, divorced from public
debate and intellectual history and antagonistic to the other, more humanistic tradition of continental thought.

The American Philosopher explores the opposition between analytic and continental thought and shows how
recent American work has begun to bridge the gap between the two traditions. Through a reexamination of
pragmatism, and through an attempt to understand philosophy in a more hermeneutical way, the participants
narrow the distance between America's distinctly scientific philosophy and Europe's more literary approach.

Moving beyond classical analytic philosophy, the participants confront each other on a number of topics. The
logico-linguistic orientations of Quine and Davidson come up against the more discursive, interdisciplinary
agendas of Rorty, Putnam, and Cavell. Nozick's theory of pluralist anarchism goes face-to-face with the
aesthetic neo-foundationalism of Danto. And Kuhn's hypothesis of paradigm shifts is measured against
MacIntyre's ethics of "virtues."

Borradori's conversations offer an unconventional portrait of the way philosophers think about their work;
scholars and students will not be its only beneficiaries, so will everyone who wonders about the current state
of American philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Freddy Lamberth:

This book untitled The American Philosopher: Conversations with Quine, Davidson, Putnam, Nozick, Danto,
Rorty, Cavell, MacIntyre, Kuhn to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason
to your account to past this publication from your list.

Julia Flowers:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled The American Philosopher: Conversations with
Quine, Davidson, Putnam, Nozick, Danto, Rorty, Cavell, MacIntyre, Kuhn can be good book to read. May be
it may be best activity to you.

Audrey Patton:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The American Philosopher:
Conversations with Quine, Davidson, Putnam, Nozick, Danto, Rorty, Cavell, MacIntyre, Kuhn guide written
by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt The American Philosopher: Conversations with Quine,
Davidson, Putnam, Nozick, Danto, Rorty, Cavell, MacIntyre, Kuhn as good book not just by the cover but
also with the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Darren Perez:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and



information from the book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update
of news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just looking for the The American Philosopher: Conversations with Quine, Davidson,
Putnam, Nozick, Danto, Rorty, Cavell, MacIntyre, Kuhn when you needed it?
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