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The BBC: the mouthpiece of the Establishment?

The BBC isone of the most important institutions in Britain; it is aso one of the
most misunderstood. Despite its claim to be independent and impartial, and the
constant accusations of aliberal bias, the BBC has aways sided with the elite. As
Tom Mills demonstrates, we are only getting the news that the Establishment
wantsaired in public.

Throughout its existence, the BBC has been in thrall to those in power. This was
true in 1926 when it stood against the workers during the General Strike, and
since then the Corporation has continued to mute the voices of those who oppose
the status quo: minersin 1984; anti-war protestersin 2003; those who offer
aternatives to austerity economics since 2008. From the outset much of its
activity has been scrutinised by the secret services at the invitation of thosein
charge. Since the 1990s the BBC has been integrated into the market, while its
independence from government and big business has been steadily eroded. The
BBC is an important and timely examination of a crucia public institution that is
constantly under threat.
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The BBC: the mouthpiece of the Establishment?

The BBC is one of the most important institutions in Britain; it is also one of the most misunderstood.
Despite its claim to be independent and impartial, and the constant accusations of aliberal bias, the BBC has
always sided with the elite. As Tom Mills demonstrates, we are only getting the news that the Establishment
wants aired in public.

Throughout its existence, the BBC has been in thrall to those in power. This was true in 1926 when it stood
against the workers during the General Strike, and since then the Corporation has continued to mute the
voices of those who oppose the status quo: minersin 1984; anti-war protesters in 2003; those who offer
aternatives to austerity economics since 2008. From the outset much of its activity has been scrutinised by
the secret services at the invitation of those in charge. Since the 1990s the BBC has been integrated into the
market, while its independence from government and big business has been steadily eroded. The BBC isan
important and timely examination of a crucial public institution that is constantly under threst.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The BBC isakey element in Britain’s unwritten, and rarely described, congtitution. Theroleit playsis
inseparable from the misconceptions that surround it, and that it energetically promotes. Tom Mills has set
aside both liberal and conservative fantasies about the institution and describesit asitisin fact. Theresult is
required reading for those who want to understand Britain, and an invaluable resource for those who want to
changeit for the better.”

—Daniel Hind, author of The Return of the Public: Democracy, Power and the Case for Media Reform

“If ever anyonetook seriously Margaret Thatcher’s belief that the BBC was a hotbed of socialist and
subversive propaganda, Tom Mills offers the opposite—and, on the face of it, more convincing—view ...
Mills traces the corporation’s evolution into a broadly social-democrat organization (in editorial terms, at
least), and then into the neo-liberal claque it appears today: business-obsessed, apparently blind or deaf to
labour relations and workplace issues, happiest when rolling out corporate mergers and balance books, but
just as puppyish in its support of unpopular foreign policy.”

—Sarah Morton, Times Literary Supplement

“Revealsthat far from being a sanctuary for independent journalism, the BBC is intimately connected to the
power it is supposed to hold to account. This book isabrilliant corrective to mainstream histories of the
BBC and a valuable reminder of the need to build a democratic mediathat is free from vested interests.”
—Des Freedman, Professor of Media and Communication, Goldsmiths

“Impressive ... adirect challenge to the notion of the BBC as apillar of liberalism and social democracy.”
—Ilvor Gaber, Times Higher Education

About the Author
Tom Millsisalecturer in Sociology and Policy at Aston University. Heisaformer co-editor of New Left
Project.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sally Rose:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The BBC: Myth of a Public Service. Y ou can choose
the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant the book The BBC:
Myth of a Public Service. Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign
or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we
are able to open abook or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you
feel weary to go to thelibrary. Let's examine.



Nicholas Buchanan:

The book The BBC: Myth of a Public Service can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book The BBC: Myth of a
Public Service? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give
many detailsfor us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that
you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share al of these. Book The BBC: Myth of a Public
Service has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can look the enormous
world by open and read areserve. So it isvery wonderful.

Richard Thompson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The BBC: Myth of a Public
Service which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Johnny Grady:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The BBC: Myth of a Public Service as well
as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
ebooks are hel ping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book
likes The BBC: Myth of a Public Service to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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