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Ancient Greeks remembered their past before the rise of historiography and after
it poetry and oratory continued to serve commemorative functions. This book
explores the field of literary memory in the fifth century BCE, juxtaposing the
works of Herodotus and Thucydides with samples from epinician poetry, elegy,
tragedy and oratory. Various socio-political contexts and narrative forms lent
themselves to the expression of diverse attitudes towards the past. At the same
time, a common gravitational centre can be observed which is distinct from
modern ideas of history. As well as presenting a broad overview on memory in
various genres, Professor Grethlein sheds new light on the rise of Greek
historiography. He views Herodotus and Thucydides against the background of
memory in poetry and oratory and thereby elucidates the tension between
tradition and continuity in which the shaping of historiography as a genre took
place.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Grethlein has written a remarkably broad, erudite, and often original study."
Victor Bers, American Journal of Philology

"This is an ambitious, lucid, well-researched and well-organized book ... [It] provides a stimulating argument
and one based on much careful analysis of ancient texts and knowledge of the extensive relevant modern
scholarship ... One looks forward for more from Jonas Grethlein in the future on these and similar
challenging topics."
Carolyn Dewald, Classical Journal

"... a valuable read on Hellenic memory as ideological tool."
Donald Lateiner, The Historian

About the Author
Jonas Grethlein is Professor of Classics at the Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg. He studied at
Göttingen, Oxford and Freiburg before holding positions at Harvard and the University of California, Santa
Barbara. In 2006 he received the prestigious Heinz-Maier-Leibnitz award for junior scholars. In addition to
numerous articles he has published Asyl und Athen. Die Konstruktion kollektiver Identität in der
griechischen Tragödie (2003) and Das Geschichtsbild der Ilias. Eine Untersuchung des Geschichtsbildes der
Ilias aus phänomenologischer und narratologischer Perspektive (2006) and edited (with A. Rengakos)
Narratology and Interpretation: The Content of Narrative Form in Ancient Literature (forthcoming).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Gunter:

The book The Greeks and their Past: Poetry, Oratory and History in the Fifth Century BCE can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a
good thing like a book The Greeks and their Past: Poetry, Oratory and History in the Fifth Century BCE?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many details for
us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Greeks and their
Past: Poetry, Oratory and History in the Fifth Century BCE has simple shape but you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Jacqueline Lewis:

The knowledge that you get from The Greeks and their Past: Poetry, Oratory and History in the Fifth Century
BCE is a more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Greeks and their Past: Poetry,



Oratory and History in the Fifth Century BCE giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We recommend you for having this The Greeks and their Past: Poetry, Oratory and History in the Fifth
Century BCE instantly.

Christopher Hardnett:

Beside this specific The Greeks and their Past: Poetry, Oratory and History in the Fifth Century BCE in your
phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have The Greeks and their Past: Poetry, Oratory and History in the Fifth
Century BCE because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from now!

Katrice Fredericksen:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Greeks and their Past: Poetry, Oratory and
History in the Fifth Century BCE can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one
book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate?
We should have The Greeks and their Past: Poetry, Oratory and History in the Fifth Century BCE.
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