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Special education is often a confusing and expensive consideration of running a
school. You have IEPs and BIPs in place, but are they really working? Find a
refresher on the key legal rights of students with disabilities along with methods
for designing and implementing IEPs and BIPs that work, approaches to creating
effective instruction and assessment practices, and opportunities for inclusion in
the general education classroom.
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Editorial Review

Review
In fewer than 100 pages, The School Leader s Guide to Special Education provides principals with a crash
course on special education law, ethics, procedures and processes. Each chapter is chocked full of essentials
to prepare a school site leader to effectively support school staff to not only conform to legal mandates but
also engage in best educational practices in collaborative planning, teaching and home-school
communication. The websites provided throughout the chapters and included in a reproducible appendix
offer invaluable resources beyond the essentials provided within the pages of this valuable handbook.
Likewise, the glossary helps the reader keep up with the latest terminology and jargon that is used in the
special education realm. Thank you, Margaret McLaughlin and Kristin Ruedel, for synthesizing for our very
busy educational leaders what otherwise could seem like a maze of special education rules, regulations, and
legal requirements. This third edition is an up-to-the-minute gift to administrators!

I teach the Foundations of Law, Ethics, and Procedures in Special Education course for our special education
credential program, so am most interested in this book and its content. I am always looking for something I
can use or assign to my students that has real meaning. I see this book as being an essential part of any
administrative leadership credential program. --Jacqueline Thousand, Professor, School of Education,
College of Education, Health, and Human Services, California State University San Marcos

The School Leader s Guide to Special Education is an essential read for principals seeking to support and
organize their special education programs. The authors outline the legislative requirements and foundational
steps with processes and practices that are grounded in research and realities. --Toby J. Karten, Inclusion
Coach and Author, Marlboro, New Jersey

McLaughlin and Ruedel provide a straightforward, yet comprehensive explanation of special education that
will help administrators navigate this sometimes complicated system. Rhetoric is eliminated, allowing the
reader to understand each section without the confusing jargon and regulatory language often used to
describe the processes surrounding special education. Consider this a must-read for every school leader in
search of a well-articulated sketch of special education and its intricacies. --Karen A. Kemp, Director of
Special Programs, Cohoes City School District, Cohoes, New York; Copresident, Council of New York
Special Education Administrators

About the Author
Margaret J. McLaughlin is the Associate Dean for Research and Education and professor in the department
of special education at the University of Maryland. She is the author of five books and numerous book
chapters and articles on educational reform policy and students with disabilities. Dr. McLaughlin s research
focuses on special education policy, including investigation of the impact of education reform on students
with disabilities and special education programs. She also directs the doctoral program in special education
policy leadership development as well as a doctoral program focused on the use of large-scale data to
conduct policy research. Dr. McLaughlin is an expert not only in domestic special education policy and
students with disabilities but also in international education policy. She has consulted in the United States
and overseas to help develop programs and policies that would include students with disabilities in general
education programs. Before coming to Maryland, she was the executive director of the Joseph P. Kennedy,
Jr. Foundation. As a teacher, she taught children with emotional disturbance and learning disabilities.



Kristin Ruedel earned her doctorate in special education policy from the University of Maryland in 2008. In
her dissertation research, she used the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study (ECLS) dataset to examine
predictors of disproportionality in special education. Dr. Ruedel currently serves as the project coordinator
for the special education doctoral program focused on the use of large-scale datasets at the University of
Maryland, works as a consultant for PowerUp WHAT WORKS, and teaches as an adjunct faculty member
for Washington State University. In addition to her domestic work, Dr. Ruedel has worked with several
countries as an international consultant to improve the educational opportunities for children with
disabilities. Dr. Ruedel has experience as an educational consultant, was a research scientist at the American
Institutes for Research, and served as a Peace Corps volunteer teaching students with hearing impairments.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Theresa Gayle:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual A School Leader's Guide to Special Education
(Essentials for Principals) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Dawn Nelson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving A School Leader's Guide to Special
Education (Essentials for Principals) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick A School Leader's Guide to Special
Education (Essentials for Principals) become your own starter.

Courtney Osteen:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This A School Leader's Guide to
Special Education (Essentials for Principals) is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Robert Oshea:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they



get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book A School Leader's Guide to Special Education
(Essentials for Principals) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent
is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle
the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and
examine it. Beside that the book A School Leader's Guide to Special Education (Essentials for Principals)
can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of
these time.
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