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American Cinema/American Culture looks at the interplay between American
cinema and mass culture from the 1890s to 2011. It begins with an examination
of the basic narrative and stylistic features of classical Hollywood cinema. It then
studies the genres of silent melodrama, the musical, American comedy, the
war/combat film, film noir, the western, and the horror and science fiction film,
investigating the way in which movies shape and are shaped by the larger
cultural concerns of the nation as a whole. The book concludes with a discussion
of post World War II Hollywood, giving separate chapter coverage to the effects
of the Cold War, 3D, television, the counterculture of the 1960s, directors from
the film school generation, and the cultural concerns of Hollywood from the
1970s through 2011.

Ideal for Introduction to American Cinema courses, American Film History
courses, and Introductory Film Appreciation courses, this text provides a cultural
overview of the phenomenon of the American movie-going experience.

An updated study guide is also available for American Cinema/American
Culture. Written by Ed Sikov, this guide introduces each topic with an
explanatory overview written in more informal language, suggests screenings and
readings, and offers self-tests. 

Instructors and students can now access their course content through the Connect
digital learning platform by purchasing either standalone Connect access or a
bundle of print and Connect access. McGraw-Hill Connect® is a subscription-
based learning service accessible online through your personal computer or
tablet. Choose this option if your instructor will require Connect to be used in the
course. Your subscription to Connect includes the following:

• SmartBook® - an adaptive digital version of the course textbook that
personalizes your reading experience based on how well you are learning the
content.
• Access to your instructor’s homework assignments, quizzes, syllabus, notes,
reminders, and other important files for the course.
• Progress dashboards that quickly show how you are performing on your
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assignments and tips for improvement.
• The option to purchase (for a small fee) a print version of the book. This
binder-ready, loose-leaf version includes free shipping.

Complete system requirements to use Connect can be found here:
http://www.mheducation.com/highered/platforms/connect/training-support-stude
nts.html
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Editorial Review

About the Author
John Belton, Assistant Professor of English at Rutgers University, is widely admired in film studies for his
work with the National Film Preservation Board. He is the coeditor of Film Sound: Theory and Practice and
the author of Cinema Stylists and The Films of Robert Mitchum.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Connie Bannister:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve American Cinema / American Culture,
4th Edition (FILM) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or suited book with you?

John Pasko:

The book with title American Cinema / American Culture, 4th Edition (FILM) posesses a lot of information
that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Joann Nixon:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is definitely American Cinema / American Culture, 4th Edition (FILM).

Mary Gilbert:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can



know everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This reserve American Cinema / American Culture, 4th Edition (FILM) was filled
with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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