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Since its beginnings at the start of the 20th century, educational scholarship has
been a marginal field, criticized by public policy makers and relegated to the
fringes of academe. An Elusive Science explains why, providing a critical history
of the traditions, conflicts, and institutions that have shaped the study of
education over the past century.

"[C]andid and incisive. . . . A stark yet enlightening look at American
education."—Library Journal

"[A]n account of the search, over the past hundred or so years, to try and discover
how educational research might provide reliable prescriptions for the
improvement of education. Through extensive use of contemporary reference
material, [Lagemann] shows that the search for ways of producing high-quality
research has been, in effect, a search for secure disciplinary
foundations."—Dylan William, Times Higher Education Supplement
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Lagemann, who is chair of humanities and the social sciences at New York University and president of the
National Academy of Education, has a long history in the field of higher education. In this candid and
incisive study, she examines how Americans perceive the people who practice education and explains why
their low-status work has undermined the possibilities for developing a strong professional community and a
generative scholarly tradition. Weak financial support led to weak research, which in turn led to continued
weak financial support. This catch-22 situation has also contributed to the lack of public support and respect.
Taking a historical perspective, Lagemann critically examines problems associated with educational
scholarship and argues that federal requirements for program evaluation have resulted in an improved
understanding of the education policymaking process. She considers not only where education research may
have gone astray but also the promising directions it may be taking in the future. A stark yet enlightening
look at American education, research methodologies, and federal government funding agencies and their
practices, this book is recommended for academic and larger public libraries.DSamuel T. Huang, Northern
Illinois Univ., DeKalb
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"[C]andid and incisive.... A stark yet enlightening look at American education." - Library Journal; "[A]n
account of the search, over the past hundred or so years, to try and discover how educational research might
provide reliable prescriptions for the improvement of education. Through extensive use of contemporary
reference material, [Lagemann] shows that the search for ways of producing high-quality research has been,
in effect, a search for secure disciplinary foundations." - Dylan William, Times Higher Education
Supplement

From the Inside Flap

Since its beginnings at the start of the twentieth century, educational scholarship has been a marginal field,
criticized by public policy makers and relegated to the fringes of academe. An Elusive Science explains why,
providing a critical history of the traditions, conflicts, and institutions that have shaped the study of
education over the past century.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Victoria Schwan:

This An Elusive Science: The Troubling History of Education Research book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. This An Elusive Science: The Troubling History of Education Research without we recognize teach the
one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry An Elusive Science: The
Troubling History of Education Research can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This An
Elusive Science: The Troubling History of Education Research having good arrangement in word and also



layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Edward Thompson:

This An Elusive Science: The Troubling History of Education Research tend to be reliable for you who want
to become a successful person, why. The reason of this An Elusive Science: The Troubling History of
Education Research can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge.
This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this An Elusive Science: The Troubling History of Education Research forcing you
to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Erin Mohammad:

The book untitled An Elusive Science: The Troubling History of Education Research contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice examine.

Carlos Tabor:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This An Elusive Science: The Troubling
History of Education Research is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It
is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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