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This comprehensive account of the history of Chinese lexicography is the first
book on the subject to be published in English. It traces the development of
Chinese lexicography over three millennia, from the Zhou Dynasty (1046 BC-
256 BC) to the Qing Dynasty (1616-1911). Revealing how the emergence of
lexicographical culture in ancient China was linked to the teaching of ancient
characters, it describes the subsequent development of primers, thesauruses, and
dictionaries of all major types, including those of dialects and technical terms.
These works originated and appeared in ancient China, predating their western
counterparts by hundreds of years: and in one form or another most of them
remain in use today.

Throughout their account the authors show how changes in the organization,
content, use and researches of Chinese lexicographical works reflected broader
social and political developments. This book not only makes an important and
original contribution to the history of Chinese lexicography and the social and
cultural history of China but also provides illuminating insights into world
lexicography and new forms of comparative researches in lexicography in the
global context.
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This comprehensive account of the history of Chinese lexicography is the first book on the subject to be
published in English. It traces the development of Chinese lexicography over three millennia, from the Zhou
Dynasty (1046 BC-256 BC) to the Qing Dynasty (1616-1911). Revealing how the emergence of
lexicographical culture in ancient China was linked to the teaching of ancient characters, it describes the
subsequent development of primers, thesauruses, and
dictionaries of all major types, including those of dialects and technical terms. These works originated and
appeared in ancient China, predating their western counterparts by hundreds of years: and in one form or
another most of them remain in use today.

Throughout their account the authors show how changes in the organization, content, use and researches of
Chinese lexicographical works reflected broader social and political developments. This book not only
makes an important and original contribution to the history of Chinese lexicography and the social and
cultural history of China but also provides illuminating insights into world lexicography and new forms of
comparative researches in lexicography in the global context.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The book is by far the most systematic and exhaustive study available. It is a must for anyone interested in
the subject. Studying and teaching of Chinese lexicography, Chinese traditional philology and Chinese
culture will be raised with it to a new level."--Linguist List

About the Author

Heming Yong, MA (Suzhou University), PhD (Macquarie University), has been a visiting scholar in The
University of Massachusetts and senior research fellow in Oxford University. He is currently Professor of
English in Guangdong University of Business Studies, China. His many publications include Bilingual
Lexicography from a Communicative Perspective (co-authored with Jing Peng, John Benjamins Publishing
Company, 2007) and A Contemporary Dictionary of English Prepositions (chief editor, Yiwen Publishing
House, Shanghai, China). Jing Peng, BA (Xi'an Jiaotong University), MA (University of Southampton), is
currently director of Business English Department at the Guangdong University of Business Studies. Her
research focuses on bilingual lexicography, historical lexicography, and business English studies. Her major
publications include Bilingual Lexicography from a Communicative Perspective (co-authored with Heming
Yong, John Benjamins Publishing Company, 2007) and A Contemporary Dictionary of English Prepositions
(associate chief editor, Yiwen Publishing House, Shanghai, China).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arturo Lamb:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Chinese Lexicography: A History from 1046 BC to AD
1911. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important
some sort of book Chinese Lexicography: A History from 1046 BC to AD 1911. You can add knowledge
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Michelle Seidl:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy



read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Chinese Lexicography: A
History from 1046 BC to AD 1911 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Kevin Loesch:

The particular book Chinese Lexicography: A History from 1046 BC to AD 1911 has a lot of information on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after scanning this book.

Dwight McBride:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Chinese Lexicography: A History from 1046 BC to AD 1911 can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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