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This book provides the first comprehensive overview of the history of democracy
in Africa and explains why the continent's democratic experiments have so often
failed, as well as how they could succeed. Nic Cheeseman grapples with some of
the most important questions facing Africa and democracy today, including
whether international actors should try and promote democracy abroad, how to
design political systems that manage ethnic diversity, and why democratic
governments often make bad policy decisions. Beginning in the colonial period
with the introduction of multi-party elections and ending in 2013 with the
collapse of democracy in Mali and South Sudan, the book describes the rise of
authoritarian states in the 1970s; the attempts of trade unions and some religious
groups to check the abuse of power in the 1980s; the remarkable return of
multiparty politics in the 1990s; and finally, the tragic tendency for elections to
exacerbate corruption and violence.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Accessible yet authoritative and often provocative, Nic Cheeseman's book provides an exceptional history
of contemporary democracy in Sub-Saharan Africa. His book's great strength is to combine attention to the
varied historical and cultural roots of issues that emerged in the 1990s with a keen grasp of the political
implications of the institutions that have been chosen to rule the countries of the region. Buttressed by
compelling examples and statistics from seemingly every country in the region, this book is must-reading for
anyone interested in African politics."
Nicolas van de Walle, Maxwell M. Upson Professor of Government, Cornell University, New York

"Nic Cheeseman has embarked on a big adventure - to describe and analyse progress and setbacks of
democratization processes on an entire continent, from Senegal to Kenya, from Mali to Zimbabwe. The
result is an extremely rich study that follows some standard pathways, thereby doing justice to a multi-
faceted body of research, that also digs deeper into largely neglected aspects meriting more attention, be it
the "democratic dividend" for Africa on the one hand, or the devastating effects on democracy of the widely
used "politics of fear" on the other. This book can serve as a compass in the bewildering complexity of
Africa's political landscape."
Andreas Mehler, Director, GIGA Institute of African Affairs

"Explaining the causes and outcomes of the democratization process in Africa has preoccupied scholars for
the last quarter of a century. In this lucid, engaging analysis, Nic Cheeseman brings both a balanced
evaluation of previous scholarly research and fresh perspectives on the current state of democracy in Africa.
Neither an Afro-pessimist nor a cheerleader for democracy's successes in Africa, Cheeseman recognises the
many complexities and contradictions accompanying political change across the continent."
Anne Pitcher, University of Michigan

"[This book] appeals for original solutions to problems, not one-size-fits-all recipes for democratization,
especially those from outside ... Running throughout this thoughtful, well-informed, judicious account is a
belief that most Africans aspire to have a voice in how they are governed. How much of what Africans want
are they likely to get? There will be no single answer."
Frederick Cooper, African Affairs

"Nic Cheeseman's Democracy in Africa paints a complete picture of Africa's democratic travails, challenges,
and failure, situating such within its fragmented political trajectories ... a worthy read that treats
contemporary African issues with exactness, precision, and clarity."
Ajala Olufisayo, African Studies Quarterly

About the Author
Nic Cheeseman is Associate Professor of African Politics of the African Studies Centre at the University of
Oxford. He is the coeditor of the collections Our Turn to Eat (2010) and The Handbook of African Politics
(2013). He is also the editor of the journal African Affairs, a member of the advisory board of the UNICEF
Chair on Communication Research (Africa) and an advisor to, and writer for, Kofi Annan's African Progress
Panel.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Valerie Orbison:

The book Democracy in Africa: Successes, Failures, and the Struggle for Political Reform (New Approaches
to African History) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Democracy in Africa: Successes,
Failures, and the Struggle for Political Reform (New Approaches to African History) being your habit, you
can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or
all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a guide Democracy in Africa: Successes,
Failures, and the Struggle for Political Reform (New Approaches to African History). Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Jennifer Mitchell:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the characters do
it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Democracy in Africa:
Successes, Failures, and the Struggle for Political Reform (New Approaches to African History), it is
possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a publication.

Neil McNatt:

The publication untitled Democracy in Africa: Successes, Failures, and the Struggle for Political Reform
(New Approaches to African History) is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality
of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Democracy in
Africa: Successes, Failures, and the Struggle for Political Reform (New Approaches to African History) from
the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Tessa Krieger:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Democracy in Africa: Successes, Failures, and the
Struggle for Political Reform (New Approaches to African History) can give you a lot of pals because by
you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person.



This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your
friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let
me have Democracy in Africa: Successes, Failures, and the Struggle for Political Reform (New Approaches
to African History).
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