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Life in motion: The forerunner of the moving image
 
English photographer Eadweard Muybridge was a pioneer in visual studies of
human and animal locomotion. In 1872, he famously helped settle a bet for
former California governor Leland Stanford by photographing a galloping horse.
Muybridge invented a complex system of electric shutter releases that captured
freeze frames—proving conclusively, for the first time, that a galloping horse
lifts all four hooves off the ground for a fraction of a second. For the next three
decades, Muybridge continued his quest to fully catalog many aspects of
human and animal movement, shooting hundreds of horses and other
animals—and of nude or draped subjects engaged in various activities such as
running, walking, boxing, fencing, and descending a staircase (the latter study
inspired Marcel Duchamp’s famous 1912 painting).

This resplendent book traces the life and work of Muybridge, from his early
thinking about anatomy and movement to his latest photographic experiments.
The complete 781 plates of Muybridge’s groundbreaking Animal Locomotion
(1887) are reproduced here. In addition, Muybridge’s handmade and extremely
rare first illustrated album, The Attitudes of Animals in Motion (1881) is
reproduced in its entirety. A detailed chronology by British researcher Stephen
Herbert throws new light on one of the most important pioneers of photography.
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Life in motion: The forerunner of the moving image
 
English photographer Eadweard Muybridge was a pioneer in visual studies of human and animal
locomotion. In 1872, he famously helped settle a bet for former California governor Leland Stanford by
photographing a galloping horse. Muybridge invented a complex system of electric shutter releases that
captured freeze frames—proving conclusively, for the first time, that a galloping horse lifts all four hooves
off the ground for a fraction of a second. For the next three decades, Muybridge continued his quest to
fully catalog many aspects of human and animal movement, shooting hundreds of horses and other
animals—and of nude or draped subjects engaged in various activities such as running, walking, boxing,
fencing, and descending a staircase (the latter study inspired Marcel Duchamp’s famous 1912 painting).

This resplendent book traces the life and work of Muybridge, from his early thinking about anatomy and
movement to his latest photographic experiments. The complete 781 plates of Muybridge’s groundbreaking
Animal Locomotion (1887) are reproduced here. In addition, Muybridge’s handmade and extremely rare first
illustrated album, The Attitudes of Animals in Motion (1881) is reproduced in its entirety. A detailed
chronology by British researcher Stephen Herbert throws new light on one of the most important pioneers of
photography.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Hans Christian Adam studied psychology, art history and communication in Göttingen and Vienna. As a
specialist in historical images, he has published numerous articles and books, including titles on travel and
war photography. He is the author of TASCHEN’s Edward Sheriff Curtis: The North American Indian, Karl
Blossfeldt, Eugène Atget: Paris and Berlin, Portrait of a City.

Eadweard Muybridge (1830-1904), born in England but active as a photographer in the United States for
most of his adventurous life, was a key figure in photographic history. On giant glass plates he captured the
natural splendor of Yosemite and photographed panoramas of San Francisco. He notoriously shot and killed
his wife's lover, but his fame was earned by solving the problems of short-time exposure?and exploiting its
possibilities. His subsequent studies of human and animal movement became the ultimate passion of
Muybridge, the chronophotographer and predecessor of cinema.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jacquelin Vasquez:

The book Eadweard Muybridge: The Human and Animal Locomotion Photographs give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Eadweard Muybridge: The Human and Animal Locomotion Photographs to be your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a book Eadweard Muybridge: The
Human and Animal Locomotion Photographs. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Richard Shumate:

This Eadweard Muybridge: The Human and Animal Locomotion Photographs tend to be reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Eadweard Muybridge: The Human and
Animal Locomotion Photographs can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your previous
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Eadweard Muybridge: The Human and Animal
Locomotion Photographs giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.



Linda Sandoval:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Eadweard Muybridge: The Human and Animal
Locomotion Photographs can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Manuel Porter:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the book Eadweard Muybridge: The Human and Animal Locomotion
Photographs to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and
examine it. Beside that the publication Eadweard Muybridge: The Human and Animal Locomotion
Photographs can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of their time.
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